Liverpool Shooting and the Devastating Impact of Violence and Deprivation
on Communities
According to former Prime Minister Tony Blair, “We should be tough on crime, and tough on the underlying causes of crime.” (Blair, 2017). The article, ‘Liverpool shooting and the devastating impact of violence and deprivation on communities’, highlights the rising issue of criminality, in particular, gun violence. Gun-related violence is violence committed with the use of a firearm (International, 2022). Sociologists such as Emile Durkheim and Robert Merton would be engrossed and fascinated with the significance of this article, due to their own personal writings on crime and deviance. Olivia Pratt-Korbel was the fourth person to be killed in recent weeks in Liverpool. This devastating tragedy highlighted that Olivia has become one more unnecessary victim of a shooting in the city of Liverpool (Hesketh, 2022).
One key theme represented in this article is deprivation and it’s impact on communities. Deprivation is a situation in which you do not have things or conditions that are usually considered necessary for a pleasant life (Press, 2022). In other words, lacking those material benefits considered to be basic necessities in society, for example, a lack of income and other resources, which cumulatively can be seen as living in poverty (Coucil, 2022). Liverpool has the second highest number of areas in the most deprived 10% nationally, and is now considered the 4th most deprived local authority in England (previously ranked 7th in 2015) (Coucil L. C., 2022). 
There are several different domains of deprivation, although, the main focus being the overall standard of employment and eduction. Liverpool is ranked 4th most deprived for income deprivation affecting children, and 8th most deprived for income deprivation affecting older people nationally (Coucil L. C., 2022). As income is very closely linked with employment, this article would support income deprivation in Liverpool because young people growing up in environments that lack real opportunities, ultimately, drift into street gangs and later on adult organised crime, emphasising that illegal innovation has blurred the lines of criminality and employment (Hesketh, 2022). With regard to education, one community that displayed a lack of educational attainment was Knowsley, because it accounts for the highest proportion of people with no qualifications, at 35%, being the second highest rate in England (Fish, 2021). More surprisingly, 16% of 16-24-year olds in Knowsley have no qualifications, (Fish, 2021) suggesting those in less affluent areas have fewer legitimate means to achieve financial and material success, through good job and other opportunities (Hesketh, 2022). Therefore, young people will find alternative means to reach their goals, and this is usually through obtaining a path of criminality (Hesketh, 2022). People with lower education, the unemployed, or those who work poorly paid jobs are often forced to work hard to provide for their families. Therefore, a lack of education can often lead to a life of crime, which such people often see as the shortcut or the only way out of their disadvantaged position (Academy, 2022).
In the article, Merseyside Police’s Assistant Chief Constable Chris Green expressed that “those individuals in our communities who are engaged in organised crime…they’ve got no place in our society.” However, Emile Durkheim (1897) used the term anomie, in his stufy of suicide, to describe a situation where people felt confused about the norms and values in society. He claimed that when people do not know where they belong in society, they are vulnerable to extremes of behaviour and rule breaking (Griffiths, 2018). According to Durkheim, crime functions for the benefit of society and can be placed into three aspects: boundary maintenance, adaptation and change and social cohesion. For Durkheim, boundary maintenance reaffirms the boundaries of good behaviour, therefore other people become fearful of punishment. It also reaffirms society’s shared rules and reinforces social solidarity because people and communities come together as one. Adaptation and change are a benefit to society because crime and deviance can instigate positive social and cultural change, by emphasising parts of the social structure as inadequate (Janis Griffiths and John McIntosh, 2016).
One platform used to reveal and deliver information and data to communties, is the media. The media plays an important role in the amount of coverage that is devoted to crime. Media coverage will often focus on particular crimes and criminals, though will not dedicate focus to the social context which led to a crime being committed. According to Ditton & Duffy (1983), much media reporting of crime focuses on sex or violence, although, these make up about 3% of the crimes reported to the police (Griffiths, 2018). The mainstream media platform should be used to educate, prevent and decrease criminal activity, not just to create ‘deviancy amplification’. 
Deviancy amplification spiral is a media hype phenomenon defined by media critics as an increasing cycle of reporting on a category of antisocial behavior or other undesirable events (Deviancy Amplification Spiral, 2009). In 1972, Stanley Cohen wrote a book called ‘Folk Devils and Moral Panics’, describing that moral panics usually include what he called a deviancy amplification spiral. He claimed that media representation triggered a process whereby the activites of deviant groups become viewed as a threat to society (folk devils). This creates an atmosphere of hysteria and panic (moral panic), where further trouble is anticipated. This then generates authorities to over-react, sometimes even changing laws, that then triggers more confrontation (self-fulfilling prophecy), leading to this idea of deviancy amplification (Griffiths, 2018).
However, even with the creation of deviancy amplification, it is impossible to ignore the underlying issues within this article on Liverpool as a deprived city. Shockingly, 82,205 children in the Liverpool City Region live in poverty (Council, 2015-2018) and the overall crime rate in Liverpool in 2021 was 128 crimes per 1,000 people (Limited, 2022). This illustrates that the prevalence of gangs and organised crime groups, particularly in Liverpool, can lead to a normalisation of crime (Hesketh, 2022). It is no surprise that due to the high levels of poverty, there is also a significant number of crime cases.  
According to Stuart Hall, “The mass media play a crucial role in defining the problems and issues of public concern. They are the main channels of public discourse in our segregated society." (Minds, 2022). However, it is powerful groups in society that choose to assert their cultural dominance. Therefore, when talking about power, it is important to focus on the role of Parliament and the UK Government in tackling deprivation, even more so due to the cost of living crisis. Liverpool West Derby MP Ian Byrne has expressed his thoughts on the matter declaring, “This is a humanitarian emergency requiring permanent solutions, not mere tinkering with a fundamentally broken system. We need systemic change so that all people might live with the opportunity of health, happiness and dignity.” (Thorp, 2022). The UK Government are in need of allocating better investment and early intervention strategies, to support the people of Liverpool in building this cultural change.  
Though there has been much debate on the subject, the underlying issues of crime is not the committed crime itself, but simply the circumstances isolating one to turn to choose a path of criminality. This is made evident through the standard of education and employment available to communities. It is because of these explanations that Olivia was one more unnecessary victim. The study of Philosophy and Ethics could guide one to understand the concept of right and wrong behaviour as well as the fundamental nature of values, reason and knowledge.  
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