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Success for me is based on a number of different aspects including the achievement of the BA Primary Education with QTS qualification, career and personal. During my studies I would like to gain the confidence and knowledge to become the best student and teacher I could possibly be from the three years of dedication, commitment, self-belief and hard work at university. I believe that success is graduating from university with a 1st knowing I had done my best and all the hard work and knowledge I gained can now be used in the classroom, where I can instil a love for school and learning into the children. 
Education in Wales is a priority which I value, I believe it is an asset not to be wasted. I would like the opportunity to show children the importance of hard work even though it is challenging at times and show them that learning can be engaging. 
Personally, success would be having the ability to help children with special challenges and work closely with parents and specialists to identify problems and come up with the best solution for the child. Being able to have the ability to make a real difference in a child’s life and having the impact on a child from all walks of life would be one of my biggest success. Kalam suggests “Teaching is a very noble profession that shapes the character, caliber, and future of the individual. If the people remember me as a good teacher, that will be the biggest honour for me.” 
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Critical thinking is a cognitive activity which develops your ‘mental muscle’ claims Cottrell (2005, pp.12), it involves a wide range of skills and attitudes and develops your thinking skills into new areas. Thinking critically identifies the obvious and hidden messages in an argument and the construction of it. Having the ability to be able to critically think allows you to use scepticism and doubt to make better conclusions on the information being given to you. Thinking critically requires method over personality e.g. people who are sceptical require methods to help them trust, whilst others who are trusting require methods to use doubt appropriately. Students should be critical thinkers as it helps them to have a more in-depth understanding of the subject. The information they are provided such as theories, data and research usually presented during seminars, presentations and self-research should be critically analysed.
The skills and attitudes that are needed to become a critical thinker is to be able to detect a poor argument without a good knowledge of the subject, but additional background research on the area allows you to “make a more informed judgement about whether relevant facts, alternative explanations and options have been covered sufficiently” Cottrell (2005, pp. 5). It’s important that we look at our own beliefs and actions and the reason for them, as it may be a small part of the bigger picture. This is a good place to start for critical analysis. In order to critically analyse other people’s reasoning, we must consider their beliefs and actions alongside our own to allow us to grasp an overall argument. This will then allow you to analyse their conclusion to see if their reasons support it and if it has been based on good evidence. These reasonings may contradict our own, which can result in emotions such as feelings of anger, frustration or anxiety. Being able to manage emotions during an argument means you will be able to “present your reasons logically, you will be better able to argue your point of view in a convincing way” states Cottrell (2005, pp. 5).
Some people view criticism as negative, so it’s important to have a tactic and a constructive approach to ensure that positives as well as negatives are being identified. The person providing the criticism may worry others will view them as unpleasant, so they may only provide positive criticism which can result in poor feedback and a lack of information on what can be improved, restricting people from excelling. Not being aware of the methods, strategies or practice and falling into poor thinking habits by believing your own reasoning is correct can result in barriers for critical thinking. Other barriers include the lack of confidence to critique experts and the people we respect. Some people may become distracted by other interesting tangents, which could result in making judgments based on too general an overview of the subject matter. 
The activities I completed have provided me with an understanding to become more self-aware of the influences that affect my judgement and has provided me with the confidence to analyse the information I have been given. Through completing the activities, I have accumulated a list of my weakest areas. I will be practicing these weaknesses to become the best critical thinker to my ability.  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Education is a huge priority in Wales which is why there is a curriculum reform taking place. In my opinion, this is excellent as society is changing and technology is different, it’s important that the curriculum prepares young people to succeed in the future where things are constantly changing. (Donaldson 2015, pp. 15) indicates that the children who spoke to the Review Team believed that the current school curriculum was out of date regarding digital technology. Evidence from Programme for International Student Assessment National Report (Jerrim and Shure, 2016) demonstrate that performance and levels of achievement in Wales are not as high as they could and should be, they are below average and the lowest out of the UK nations. I believe that the curriculum reform is a positive change, as it will focus on the learning and the individual. (Donaldson 2015, pp. 54) states that ‘Progression Steps’ will be replacing ‘Key Stages’ as it is currently “based on a best-fit judgement of overall attainment in a subject at a specific point in time.” ‘Progression Steps’ will provide broad expectations and guidance on each individuals progress at the ages of 5, 8, 11, 14 and 16.
The new curriculum is based around six areas of learning and experience (AoLE). Languages, Literacy and Communication is one of the AoLE, this has been changed so children and young people will participate in different languages and make progress in Welsh, English and international languages. (Donaldson 2017, pp. 13) recommends treating the Welsh Language as functional, with Welsh-medium schools becoming hubs for language learning to support teachers and other practitioners within an English-medium school. This is something I strongly agree with, as I believe it’s our cultural identity and will keep the language alive. (Office for National Statistic, 2019) had reported from 30th June 2019, of the people age three and over, 29.6% were able to speak Welsh. Although figures have been gradually increasing each year since March 2010, I still believe the statistic should be higher and agree with (Donaldson 2017) that schools should have a stronger focus on the language. 
Mental Health is on the rise in young people, and this is supported by the (Government Statistical Service, 2018, pp. 12) that completed a survey in England which showed about one in ten (9.5%) 5 to 10-year olds had at least one disorder. I strongly believe that The Health and Well-being Area of Learning and Experience will be a great success and help for children and young people in Wales. This AoLE will help them to understand the influences that contribute to physical health and well-being, and develop their mental health and emotional well-being to achieve a sense of self-worth and to boost their overall mood and energy levels.
The Curriculum for Wales 2008 has been an asset to education over the years, and I believe it is something that has worked well. However, with the changes of society, the curriculum reform is needed as it provides the children and young people with what they need for this century.  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Current skills and qualities

Peo
@ﬁ)ility to get on with people from different

backgrounds
m’gl‘:ierstanding other people’s points of view
@/S sitivity to cultural differences
@/e“ ling with the general public
eamwork and collaboration
D) orking

IEy/naging or supervising others’ work
Teaching, training or mentoring others
| gegotiating and persuading

Helping others to arrive at decisions

Activities and tasks

B Creativity, design and layout

[ Innovation and inventiveness

[T Ability to see the ‘whole picture’

O Argument and debate

[J seeing patterns and connections

[ Attention to detail

@, arching for information

g);!iassifying and organising information
laking decisions

@Managing change and transition

%tting priorities

(] Working out agendas

@Prganising work to meet deadlines
Facilitating meetings

S}eading complex texts
Computer literacy

Persgerral
E‘éﬁ;\g my own goals
lorking independently
%?intaining a high level of motivation
E}king responsibility for my own actions
rning from my mistakes
Willingness to take risks and experiment

%}sserﬁveness
Determination and perseverance

Developing your skills

%nsideration of others’ feelings

ring for others
%:pporting and motivating others
[[] Understanding others’ body language
[[] goping with “difficult’ people
Speaking clearly and to the point
[] pudience awareness
Taking direction from others
[[] Giving constructive feedback
[J Leadership skills
[ other:

Q’{chnological skills

IZ( sing social networking tools
Working with numbers

[ selling
B{reoblem-solving

] Quick thinking

[ practical skills

[[] understanding quickly how things work
[ seeing practical applications

(] writing reports or official letters

] Languages

%nterprise and entrepreneurship

lB/Bdﬁness and financial skills
Managing difficult situations, emergencies and

crises
[ other:

[ Seff-reliance
El Recognising my own needs
O Taking care of my health and well-being

[ st ing calm in a crisis
m’foping skills and managing stress

[ other:

. Palgrave Macmillan




