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Good scrutiny is essential for effective governance. Policies are examined, decisions, and actions are viewed by critical eyes, to ensure transparency, accountability, and fairness. In theory scrutiny should help prevent corruption, promote ethical behaviour, and raise public trust. At present this certainly does not seem to be the general view of government which is coming under some very heavy scrutiny with a general election looming. The concept is that scrutiny is essential for maintaining a healthy democracy and ensuring that those in power are acting in the best interest of the public. 


[bookmark: _Toc161313966]Main 

Government accountability is the fundamental attitude of the democratic system in place in the United Kingdom. One of the roles of Government is to ensure that those who are in a position of power are held accountable for their actions. 
Good scrutiny can be devised into different concepts, examples of these are as follows: - 
1. Legislative Oversight
Parliamentary Committees are committees that review proposed legislation, government policies, and budget allocations. They ensure that laws in place or proposed are effective, fair, and aligned with public interest as a whole. 
Question Time occurs during parliamentary session whereby legislators will question government ministers about actions they have undertaken, decisions they have made and their policies. During recent years, these debates are now televised and can also have a live studio audience in attendance. Questions can be asked of politicians during the live broadcast. 
2. Audits and Reviews
Financial audits involve auditors examining government accounts including financial transactions and spending. 
Performance reviews consists of agencies assessing the effectives of programmes run by the government. They will investigate when the resource are being used efficiently and whether they are achieving the outcomes that have been intended and promised by the government. 
3. Media and Public Inquiry 
Through investitive journalism journalists have uncovered cases of scandal, corruptions, and misuse of public funds. The public as a whole become outraged when publications are posted on social media and are constantly discussed with their peers. 
A recent case of this nature is the Sue Gray investigation into the party gate scandal. As published by the BBC on 21st March 2023, “Investigations carried out by senior civil servant Sue Gray and the Metropolitan Police last year found rules had been broken and a number of fines were issued, including to Mr Johnson and his then chancellor, Rishi Sunak.” The publication also included a timeline of events around the scandal. At the time, the United Kingdom was in the throes of a national covid lockdown. Many families were unable to attend to their loved ones or say their goodbyes as the hospital bedside of a family member. This scandal in particular was heavily scrutinised and catalyst that eventually led to the vote of no confidence of Boris Johnson. 
According to (Moran, 2011), “not only do we feel obliged to obey the government if it makes demands beyond the law; we are entitled to, and often do, challenge it in the courts”. The notion of the rule of law is central to claims of authority and claims of obedience rest on law that have been passed properly. The existence of a democratic government of formal and informal practices and institutions that are designed to ensure that the government is held accountable for its actions. The Sue Gray investigation lead that MPs had difference meanings of accountability which led to debates regarding whether do have an effective democracy in Great Britain. If the lockdown rule breaking highlighted was that those in power did not follow the rules that the implemented and made law. 
According to (Zander, 1994), “the great majority of bills originated within government departments with the remainder being mainly responses to particular and unexpected events”. At the time this was in response to the Birmingham IRA bombings or the Drought Act 1976. In the scenario of the national lockdown, the covid pandemic was an unexpected event and required a bill to be passed quickly. As the article published as part of the covid enquiry by (Stearn, 2023) will show, “lockdowns were never part of UK’s pandemic plan”. David Cameron has claimed that cuts made to government spending and by reducing the national debt during his 6-year term as prime minister made the economy strong and was therefore better prepared to respond to the unexpected crisis of the global pandemic. However, unions have blamed his administration during his term leaving the National Health Service (NHS) in a parlous state. Mr Cameron was met with heckling from the crows outside Dorland House in 2023 with shots of “shame on you” and “scum”. More than 200,000 Brits have died after testing positive for Covid. The covid enquiry continues and is being heavily criticised. 
The Freedom of Information Requests gives citizens the opportunity to request government documents. This enables them to scrutinise decisions that have been made, contracts that have been signed and put into place and general communication. 
4. Judicial Review is whereby citizens and organisation can challenge the government on decisions that are made in court. Judges can then access whether the actions are indeed legal, fair, and constitutional. According to (Cownie, Bradney and Burton, 2013) “most academic commentators and most judges have accepted that the judicial capacity to make law is limited by Parliament’s ability to pass statutes. Judges cannot make laws or determine cases in any way which contradicts the provisions of the statute. Judges obey Parliament. Parliament is supreme in the United Kingdom. 
Members of Parliaments (MPs) are under constant scrutiny and the general public are outraged when the MPs expenses were published. The BBC in 2021 published an article which stated that “at least 15 MPs letting homes and renting another on expenses”. The BBC investigation uncovered that of these fifteen MPs, thirteen of them who are Conservative were letting out their London for a rental of £10,000 per annum whilst renting another property and claiming expenses. These MPS were found to be claiming £22,920 for rent payment per annum. Figures published showed that Senior MPs were claiming up to £3,300 per month to rent second homes. With the cost-of-living crisis that we are facing, MPs were heavily scrutinised by the public. Many saw that what they were claiming for a second home was more than most people were earn in wages in a month. This kind of negative press causes the general public to heavily scrutinise the government and their policies. The MP second home scandal published raised significant concerns regarding the use of taxpayer’s funds by MPs. In addition, this situation has also brough about controversy regarding the ongoing debate about MPs having send jobs. MP Owen Paterson resigned for breaking Commons rules. The BBC reported in November 2021 that Paterson “was found to have broken lobbying rules and was facing suspension - until Tory MPs blocked it by calling for an overhaul of the MPs' standards watchdog instead”.
Media scrutiny is instrumental in holding the government accountable and informing the public about the performance. With the use of technology, now more than ever the media plays a crucial role in investigating and reporting on government activities. TV, social media, blogs, website publications etc. This method then exposes corruption and provides a platform for public and in turn provides the public with a voice to scrutinise the government on matters of governance. By journalist investigating and uncovering information, the media can be seen as a form of watchdog, highlighting issues that require public attention and discussion. Therefore, contributing to the overall transparency of operations within the government which in previous years may not have been discovered. 
Public engagement including participation from citizens to participate and advocate their views to scrutiny is well exercised for good governance. By this approach citizens can actively participate in protests, petitions, and public and online campaigns in order to hold the government accountable. This type of scrutiny ensures that MPs respond to the needs and concerns raised by the public and forms the culture of democracy. 
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To overcome the limitations associated with the challenges of scrutiny in promoting good governance, several strategies could be implemented to improve the effectiveness. It is essential to protect and safeguard the independence and integrity of scrutinised institutions for example legislature, the judiciary, and the media. Legal protections and ethical standards can help insulate these institutions from interference politically and thereby ensuring that their ability to perform and carry of their scrutiny functions correctly and effectively. 
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