State Sponsored Genocide Denial
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/controversy-between-turkey-and-armenia-about-the-events-of-1915.en.mfa
In 1915 the Ottoman Empire carried out the systematic removal of the Armenian population from its boarders and subjected them to mass rape, murder and forced conversions. The elimination of the Armenian people and its cultural sites and the Turkish state’s acquisition of Armenian property amount to genocide as conveyed in the United Nation’s Article Two that states: 
‘a crime committed with the intent to destroy a national, ethnic, racial or religious 	group, in whole or in part’.  [footnoteRef:15462] [15462:  Article 2 – Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide – 9/12/1948] 

In this essay I will look at the continued denial of the Turkish Government and its aggressive stance in actively pursuing a denialist narrative that at best distorts the facts and at worse outrightly denies and fabricates events that have left a stain on the Turkish Republic to this day.
The essay will look at the Turkish Republics official position on the events surrounding 1915 and their continued denial and distortion of the truth to project their narrative and deny any wrongdoings and most importantly any use of the term genocide to describe the events of 1915.
The Turkish Republic’s Interpretation of the events of 1915
The early parts of the 20th Century saw a great decline in the Ottoman Empire’s boarders and prestige with defeats in the Balkans and in the East against Russian forces. The Ottoman Empire was under great strain and a new party was emerging named the CUP (Committee of Union and Progress) from the ruins of the old Empire. The CUP was a highly nationalistic party who had grand ideas of the Turkification of a new republic to be formed from the ashes of the Ottoman Empire. In 1915 The Ottomans had cynically aligned themselves with Germany during World War 1 as they believed that they would be the victors and they could claim the land lost earlier in the century from the Russians and Europeans. During the war the Turks saw the Armenians as an enemy from within a fifth column that had the capability to uprise and align themselves with the Russian threat in the east. To counter this the Ottoman Central Government ordered the forced removal of all Armenians from the front lines and moved them to the Syrian deserts in the south under the pretext of military necessity. This deportation policy is defended resolutely to this day. During these forced marches hundreds of thousands of Armenians died  - some 600,000 as cited by Turkish sources from murder, starvation, diseases and war. This figure ignores the forced religious conversions, the many thousands sold into slavery and the 1500 churches and places of worship that were destroyed or converted. The Turkish Republic’s continued narrative that these Armenians were killed in a state of war and  the use of military a necessity as a defence for these actions. The Government website provides a carefully honed version of events that provides ‘facts and figures’ to assist in the continued denial that a genocide took place.

Turkish Distortion
The Turkish Republic’s massive commitment to denying genocide is perplexing, especially as the crimes were committed before the formation of Ataturk's Republic. It is even more dangerous as the current President Erdogan, has taken a more offensive stance and evinces no shame for the events of 1915. The website contributes to the narrative by denying and taking no responsibility for the events that lead to the deaths of so many Armenians. The website provides supporting documents and evidence from Turkish Historians and supplies supporting speeches and quotes from Justine McCarthy, a well-known genocide denialist. The site conveniently fails to mention the ‘Turkification’ campaign launched by the CUP pre and post 1915 and skips over laws that expropriated Armenian property without consideration or compensation. The site carefully chooses its facts and figures and fails to mention any evidence to support a genocidal intent and motive or even contemplate a ‘lesser’ crime against humanity. The Ottoman Empire in 1915 clearly had the racial, strategic and political motives in place for an attempt on the annihilation of the Armenian people. 
The website claims it was civil war, 
‘the Armenians killed Muslims and would have allied with Russia, so it was not only 	excusable but justifiable to relocate them from the front line.’[footnoteRef:4428]  [4428:  https://www.mfa.gov.tr/data/DISPOLITIKA/the-events-of-1915-and-the-turkish_armenian-controversy-over-history-br.pdf] 

This again is a distortion of the truth; it is true to say that there were some Armenian brigades fighting for the Russians but most of these Armenians where living in Russia and not the Ottoman Empire. In fact, the Ottomans had called up all Armenian men from 18-60 to be conscripted into the Ottoman Army in 1914 and were later disarmed in February 1915 to form ‘labour battalions’ shows a premeditation of the subsequent events. The website also fails to mention the deportation of thousands of Armenians from areas hundreds of miles from the front, from Ankara and Istanbul to name a few. The murder and imprisonment of Armenian intellectuals from throughout Turkey again are conveniently ignored.
The website claims more Turks died in this ‘tragedy[footnoteRef:30529]’ than Armenians which again is a total distortion of facts. The Turkish Government fails to mention that the figures used are for casualties from the wars being fought on two fronts and from the period between 1914 and 1918. This statement and figures have nothing to do with the Armenian people and is used to deflect attention away from the crimes committed. Imagine an argument being put forward saying more Germans died than Jews during WW2. Not even extreme denialists use this form of playground argument to justify their actions.  [30529:  https://www.mfa.gov.tr/data/DISPOLITIKA/the-events-of-1915-and-the-turkish_armenian-controversy-over-history-br.pdf] 

The whole website is setup to aggressively push the Turkish narrative that these deaths were part of a wartime tragedy that beset both sides.

The ‘Facts’
A large proportion of the website is used primarily to refute the Armenian allegation of genocide with eight ‘facts’. These ‘facts’ need to be questioned and looked at in context for some of the government findings are accurate but are distorted or are not relevant to the allegation of genocide.
Fact 1 – Fewer than 1.5 million Armenians lived in the Ottoman Empire, so fewer than 1.5 million would have died.
This ‘fact’ is used to undermine the Armenian church's estimates of 1.5 million killed out of a pre 1915 population of around 2.1 million residing in the Ottoman Empire. The Turkish Government openly admits figures of around 600,000 deaths of a population of 1.1 million. Regardless of the numbers involved the Turkish Government are surprisingly admitting to the deaths of over 60% of the Armenian population as a conservative estimate. For genocide the numbers do not matte, the fact is that genocide involves the extinction of a race or any part and 600,000 is certainly a considerable figure to admit to.
Fact 2 – Armenian losses were few in comparison to the 2.5 million Muslims dead from the same period.
To claim 600,000 Armenian deaths was ‘few’ is insulting at best to the Armenians and again is a blatant attempt to whitewash the suffering of the Armenians at the hands of the Ottomans. The use of the figure 2.5 million Muslims in the same period is wholly inaccurate. These figures are from between 1912-22 when the Ottomans were at war in the Balkans, in Russia and at war with the British and French. These deaths were the result of war, some in which the Ottomans launched themselves.
Fact 3 – Certain oft-cited Armenian evidence is derived from dubious and prejudiced sources.
This fact I can partially agree with, much information has come from Armenian sources - for example the Armenian Church regarding figures which could be deemed bias at worse due to the strained relations and being second class citizens for the last 800 years. What we must look at is independent and impartial sources like the Harbord Report, diplomats from various countries within Turkey including Turkish allies of Germany. The reports and official cables recorded leave no doubt of the CUP and the Ottomans’ genocidal intent.
Fact 4 – Armenian deaths do not constitute genocide.
‘Fact 4’ is the most insulting falsification and is one of law and not fact. The Turkish government focuses on the claim that the Armenians took up arms against the Ottomans and were essentially fighting a civil war. It is correct to say that some uprisings took place, particularly in the East of the Empire around Van. These were led by Armenian Dashnaks and Hunchaks revolutionaries, but the website fails to mention these ‘uprisings’ proceeded the total disarmament of the Armenian battalions and after the deportation orders were issued. These unsuccessful uprisings were the last attempt to defend their families and homes. The website does not refute the mass killings of Armenians but moves away from genocide and considers politicide due to the ‘violent political alliance with the Russian forces[footnoteRef:16977]’. The Turkish Government is essentially legitimising the deportations and moving away from the fact that they were moved because of their race but based on their politics. [16977:  https://www.mfa.gov.tr/controversy-between-turkey-and-armenia-about-the-events-of-1915.en.mfa
] 

Fact 5 – The Malta trials exonerated Turkey
This statement is another example of a total distortion of the truth. It suggests that they were exonerated due to there being no crimes committed. The Turkish citizens in Malta were never charged nor tried so they could not have been acquitted or exonerated. These men were never prosecuted due to the difficultly of putting on trial officials of foreign governments for crimes against their own people. I must also point out that the website makes no mention of the trails in 1919 and 1920 that did result in convictions, again we can see the government’s distortion of the truth and cherry-picking information to back their narrative.
Fact 6 – Despite the verdicts of the Malta Tribunal, Armenian terrorists have engaged in a vigilante war that continues today.
The reference to the ‘verdicts’ of a tribunal that never occurred is dishonest to say the least but something we should expect from the Turkish Government. Surprisingly, this fact has some truth to it as much as Armenian terrorists have conducted a bombing and shooting campaign in Turkey which has left over 30 Turkish nationals dead. The statement claims that it is still ongoing today which is false as the killings last took place in the 1970s and 80s.
Fact 7 – The archives of many nations ought to be carefully and thoroughly examined before concluding whether genocide occurred.
This statement is a delaying tactic by the Turkish state as we already are fully aware of what happened in 1915 if we consider the centralised government orders and cables, deportation orders and property acquisitions. President Erdogan’s suggested that it is too early to decide on whether genocide took place which is hindered by his government as archives are not open to historians and Article 301 of Turkey’s criminal code which makes genocide affirmation/discussion a criminal offence. 
Fact 8 – The Holocaust bears no meaningful relation to the Ottoman experience.
Every genocide is a unique scar on our collective memory and each atrocity has its own identifiable stamp to set it apart from others, the Holocaust and the gas chambers for example. What the Turkish Government website is attempting to do is undermine the suffering of the Armenians by suggesting their suffering was not as great as the Jewish people’s. What the website fails to mention is the clear similarities, both states attempt to destroy a people, the dehumanisation, ethnic hatred fuelled by nationalistic tendencies, preparation, expropriation of property and deportation under a central order of necessity.

Conclusion
The Turkish Government’s continued denial that genocide took place and its aggressive policy to continually push the century old narrative that these deaths were part of a civil war will continue to hinder any conciliation between Armenia and Turkey. The fact that Turkey has a law that punishes its own citizens[footnoteRef:25969] if they discuss genocide with imprisonment instead of allowing open discussion and debate shows that the Turkish authorities need to reassess their hypersensitive nationalism. The fact that they are admitting to the deportations and 600,000 deaths but brush over this as national defence and necessity shows that they still fear the repercussions of fully admitting to their crimes. I fear that this government and many more to come will continue to string the same narrative for many years to come.  [25969:  TCK 302 of Turkish Penal Code
] 

What are they afraid of? Reparations? Guilt? Tarnishing the name of the nation's father Ataturk? It is true that if genocide is declared and ratified by the international courts then Turkey like Germany after WW2 will be liable to the property taken and damages inflicted upon the Armenians. It may also be in Germany’s interest for the continued denial as this may leave them open to liability and complicity in the crimes. If these crimes were punished accordingly would the Holocaust have ever happened? And what of Ataturk, it is considered through his Kemalist and nationalistic policies and affiliation with the CUP fanned the violence and helped create the necessary conditions for genocide to be committed. This may be the biggest obstacle to any change in the current Turkish position on Genocide for to even suggest the’ father of the nation’ had anything to do with such crimes directly or indirectly would be seen as an insult to all Turks.
By Matthew Simpson
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