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The Academic Skills module (LCLM 4001) has been very significant in forming my academic success by developing core skills for learning. This reflective report will focus on developing three vital academic skills: A new set of skills students need to build, referring to academic writing, note-taking, and referencing. In this essay, I will be using Kolb’s Experiential Learning Cycle as outlined by the author Kolb (1984), where I will be articulating my learning process in this particular module, the difficulties I faced, and how I was able to correct them. This reflection will end with a plan of action to help improve these skills in future studies.
Concrete Experience
Before the beginning of the module, I knew about the general aims of academic writing, taking notes, and referencing. However, I needed a clear concept of how to use them. The first tangible activity that defined my learning was the Academic Skills Quiz administered mid-way through week five. This quiz was created to evaluate my primary level of effectiveness in time management, notes/notices taking, and citation. The gaps exposed to me were in referencing, which I previously presumed I knew fully well about.
Another significant experience was the Week 7 in-class exercise that was conducted. To complete this task, I had to use the skill of rewriting in plain language and taking notes in a limited amount of time. It was utterly enjoyable because it required some problem-solving skills and flexibility in preparing the content, as the latter must match the academic level of the class. The time constraint helped me develop a very effective note-taking method and increased my capacity to restate information appropriately.
The last and most significant activity was the reflective report activity, which, in a way, incorporated all types of experiences. Completing this report made me combine what I had acquired in the module and analyze my learning progress. This process not only reinforced my academic knowledge but also showed me where I needed to work harder, especially in trying to maintain the flow of my writing and come up with a more organized format.
Reflective Observation
Looking back at those pieces, I understood that writing is more than converting thoughts into ink and paper; it entails composing thoughts logically, constructing arguments, and supporting propositions with facts. About the feedback, the comments made on my writing assignments have clarified the difference in academic writing. Among the lessons that I was able to get from the activity, one of the most important things that I have realized is that for the points to be easily understood by the readers, they have to be clear and coherent and that appropriate research findings should back up each of the points.
My note-taking also changed throughout this module as well. First, I faced challenges regarding the rate at which knowledge is delivered, including lectures. Sometimes, I would take sloppy handwritten notes that would be almost impossible to go back over. However, I adopted different note-taking techniques after being exposed to several. The Cornell method, in detail, helped me arrange my notes’ content more logically and, therefore, made it easier to revise.

Something that in the past I considered an annoying chore was referencing, which became one of my new objectives as soon as I understood its significance in academic activity. The quiz outcomes showed that I needed to be more consistent and correct my first references. As a result of the present lesson and other lessons learned, referencing became less of a guesswork, and I employed citation generators. I discovered that correct referencing contributes to the credibility of work done and ensures that the work done has not violated any academic standards necessary in higher learning institutions.
Abstract Conceptualization
The theoretical foundation of my learning experience can be related to Kolb’s Experiential Learning Cycle, where the need to reflect on something enhances the experience of creating new concepts and strategies (Kolb, 1984). Of course, the difficulties I encountered in writing academic papers, taking notes, and citing sources were not individual cases but developmental.
I went from a situational level of understanding to an elaborated one in the work. I learned how to build a coherent structure and structure the respective material while ensuring the latter was well-supported with evidence. It can also be supported by the idea of constructive alignment by Biggs (2011), who suggests that learning activities and assessments should also be aligned with the learning outcomes. During the writing exercises and reviewing of my writing by others, I was able to conform to the academic requirements of the class.
It is this view that underlines the argument that the techniques and strategies that are used in learning do change with the context that is needed. The change in note-taking style from random notes to a better approach of using the Cornell method shows how organization and summarization play vital roles in learning (Pauk & Owens, 2013). The change did not benefit me in terms of my idea storing and recalling capacity but helped me to become more organized in my study session.
In the beginning, I found referencing quite a challenge, though with time, it was easy to grasp what was expected of me regarding the fair use of other authors’ work and the Harvard referencing system. It is recommended to use referencing of all the transmitted knowledge and adhere to the applied conventions consistently to prove the consideration of the literature and observance of the principles of academic integrity (Pears & Shields, 2019). This realization augmented the effects of the idea of accuracy and neatness in doing academic work as well.
Active Experimentation
Looking at the reflections and the theory I have acquired, I consciously tried to apply various approaches to use my classroom skills even more effectively. In the courses, I have developed the habit of outlining before writing an essay, which reduces the amount of scribbled paper and provides a coherent sequence in the argumentation. Further, I am explicit in my attempt to cite more scholarly sources, which has enhanced the richness and validity of my papers
For note-taking, I have maintained using the Cornell notes-taking technique, and for more complicated lessons, I have tried using the mind map technique as well. This has enabled me to capture the information as a network diagram and the subordination of one concept to the other. In addition, I have incorporated the method of going through my notes and briefly summarising them immediately after a lecture to consolidate my knowledge.
In referencing, I have pledged always to cite my references using citation management tools such as Zotero throughout the semester. This has not only helped simplify the referencing method but also minimized cases of errors that may occur. For a similar reason, I am also getting acquainted with other citation systems like APA and Chicago to expand my scholarly portfolio.

Conclusion
I have significantly benefited from the Academic Skills module in all aspects of my studentship. Varying through the various tasks and challenges has enabled me to improve my academic writing, note-taking, and referencing. Students find the modules applicable in their current courses and educational and professional development in the coming years. Although I have seen much improvement, I understand that learning does not stop at some point, and I realize that something can constantly be improved.
oving forward, I plan to continue refining my academic writing by engaging in regular practice and seeking feedback from my instructors and peers. I will also explore additional resources, such as academic writing workshops and online courses, to further enhance my skills. For note-taking, I will continue to experiment with different methods, adapting my approach to suit the specific demands of each course. I will also make it a habit to review my notes regularly to reinforce my learning.
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