Task 3 – Source Evaluation Template 
Student Details
Name and student ID: Hajie M Sidibeh, 2538706
Topic chosen: Academic Skills
Title of source: The Academic Skills Handbook: Your Guide to Success in Writing, Thinking and Communicating at University
Author(s): Diana Hopkins, Tom Reid
Year published: 2024
How did you find this source?
Google Scholar

Why did you choose this source?
This is one of the reasons I selected this source: besides containing all you need to know about important academic writing skills, it is also a rich reference source that covers areas such as academic writing, critical thinking, referencing, communication, and study strategies.
It is directly relevant to my subject, and it is a useful guide, which is substantiated by an education background.
The book is very relevant because it deals with academic skills that university students need to succeed in higher education.
It is helpful for learning since it has real-life examples, techniques for studying, tips for writing an academic paper, and ways of boosting academic results. It is directly applicable to university assignments and independent study.
In essence though it is a book rather than an article, it is a scholarly source that is written by expert teachers and also the publisher of the work is acknowledged to be a leading academic publisher. Furthermore, this book is extensively adopted among universities.
When was it published? Is it recent enough? Why?
Being released in 2024, the source is very updated and therefore, it is one of the best sources in terms of the latest information. Moreover, it covers not just academic practices of today but also university expectations, digital learning platforms, and contemporary methods towards academic writing and communication. Therefore, the author/s have done thorough research and provided current details that are relevant to this academic area.

Author Credibility
Diana Hopkins and Tom Reid besides the fact that they have been academic skills specialists and educators are also higher education teachers. For years, they have been helping university students to enhance their academic writing, thinking critically, communicate effectively and develop study skills. Their background qualifies them to write on this very subject quite well.

Reliability
There is another good reason why one can consider the handbook reliable, it was published by SAGE Publications, an academic publishing company whose credentials are widely acknowledged and respected. The handbook is the work of recognized experts, includes academic references and is targeted towards the higher education. The academic publisher and the evidence-based text are strong justifications for the book's reliability when it comes to university study.
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How | Located the Source

[ Using Google Scholar |
found the source of the
paper. To do this | looked
for words like academic
skills, study skills at
university, and academic
writing handbook on the
search engines. Google
Scholar gave a selection
of academic books and
articles, through which one
of these handbooks was
very up-to-date and
directly matched with this
topic.
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                         How I Located the Source  Using Google Scholar I found the source of the paper . To do this I looked for words like academic skills, study skills at university, and academic writing handbook on the search engines . Google Scholar gave a selection of academic books and articles, through which one of these handbooks was very up - to - date and directly matched with this topic .   
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Evaluation of the Credibility «ftthe
Source

U Initially, both the authors, Diana Hopkins and Tom Reid, are experienced professionals

in higher education with a long-term involvement in the field of academic skills
development. Their hands-on experiences have provided them with insight and expertise
necessary to write an educational handbook for university students.

[l Besides, the book came out in 2024, which shows that it is really up-to-date source. It
is significant mainly because the way universities teach, technology is the case of
university teaching, and academic expectations are changing continuously.

U Again, the book was released by SAGE Publications, one of the reputable international

academic publishers. Besides, SAGE is also widely recognized as the source of high-
quality educational books and research-based materials, which are used at many
universities across the globe.
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                             Evaluation of the Credibility of the    Source  Initially , both the authors, Diana Hopkins and Tom Reid, are experienced professionals in higher education with a long - term involvement in the field of academic skills development . Their hands - on experiences have provided them with insight and expertise necessary to write an educational handbook for university students .  Besides , the book came out in 2024 , which shows that it is really up - to - date source . It is significant mainly because the way universities teach, technology is the case of university teaching, and academic expectations are changing continuously .  Again , the book was released by SAGE Publications, one of the reputable international academic publishers . Besides, SAGE is also widely recognized as the source of high - quality educational books and research - based materials, which are used at many universities across the globe .
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A reflection What did /l ifind a
problem?

U | guess the hardest thing about this assignment was the need to assess the reliability
of the sources rather than just to describe them.

U It was my job to look up who wrote the materials, and by whom, think about why a
particular source can be taken as trustworthy. It was also necessary to realize the
distinction between finding a source and understanding why it is trustworthy at a

scholarly level.

U This work proved to me that it is not really the case that all content is appropriate for
academic use that one is able to find on the web.
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                                      A reflection What did I find a    problem    ?  I guess the hardest thing about this assignment was the need to assess the reliability of the sources rather than just to describe them .  It was my job to look up who wrote the materials, and by whom, think about why a particular source can be taken as trustworthy . It was also necessary to realize the distinction between finding a source and understanding why it is trustworthy at a scholarly level .  This work proved to me that it is not really the case that all content is appropriate for academic use that one is able to find on the web .
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What Have I Leanned?

U | am going to share the knowledge | got in carrying out this assignment. | became
better in recognizing what kind of academic sources | must rely on as | do the research.

U Maintaining a good academic record requires that one knows the writer of a given
piece, the date of publication, the name of the publisher, one is able to determine if the
piece is backed by references and so on.

U The knowledge gained also told me that Google Scholar is a pretty good place to look
for academic materials that you can trust.

[ These are going to be very useful for me in doing different kinds of projects so that |
will be able to get the very best kind of sources and at the same time my academic work
will be of a higher quality and more reliable too.
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                             What Have I Learned    ?  I am going to share the knowledge I got in carrying out this assignment . I became better in recognizing what kind of academic sources I must rely on as I do the research .  Maintaining a good academic record requires that one knows the writer of a given piece, the date of publication, the name of the publisher, one is able to determine if the piece is backed by references and so on .  The knowledge gained also told me that Google Scholar is a pretty good place to look for academic materials that you can trust .  These are going to be very useful for me in doing different kinds of projects so that I will be able to get the very best kind of sources and at the same time my academic work will be of a higher quality and more reliable too .
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Evaluating an Academic Source

Introduction to the Topic and Source

U The reference | chose is The Academic Skills Handbook: Your Guide to Success in
Writing, Thinking and Communicating at University by Diana Hopkins and Tom Reid
(published in 2024).

U My reason for picking this book was that academic skills are very important for
university success. The book talks about key topics that are necessary for students such
as academic writing, critical thinking, communication, study skills, and referencing.
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                    Evaluating an Academic Source Introduction to the Topic and Source  The reference I chose is The Academic Skills Handbook : Your Guide to Success in Writing, Thinking and Communicating at University by Diana Hopkins and Tom Reid (published in 2024 ) .  My reason for picking this book was that academic skills are very important for university success . The book talks about key topics that are necessary for students such as academic writing, critical thinking, communication, study skills, and referencing .


