Is my practice contemporary ?

Qiyuan Zheng
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This design research is based on the fragility of old buildings, combining ancient and contemporary cultural heritage and analysis of social phenomena to form design inspiration. I hope to reflect a kind of tension through the work, which shows that ancient buildings are easily damaged. These artistic works are contemporary.

Whether a design work has contemporary value first stems from the concerns of contemporary people. The focus of the work is "old buildings". An analysis of the age of the people with the keyword "old buildings" through the search engine Baidu Index shows that people aged 30-39 are the most concerned about this social issue among all age groups. Based on age structure analysis, all age groups have a strong interest in "old buildings". 
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Old buildings can reflect national culture, and the inheritance of ancient to contemporary culture also reflects its contemporary nature. For example, the ancient Chinese construction technology of brackets has developed from ancient times to contemporary times. The application of ancient skills to the present still has practical significance.

From the work analysis, this design work represents reality. The Wan'an Bridge was built in 1090 and is located in Fujian Province, China. It was damaged by a fire in 2022. The social thinking it triggered is the focus of this design. What are the protection measures for ancient buildings? What value do ancient buildings have besides sightseeing? What significance does construction technology have for the development of today’s architecture? A series of questions are worth pondering. Architecture can explore historical context and is of great significance to understanding the present and the future. On the other hand, sometimes the historical value of ancient buildings is affected due to excessive protection and excessive decoration. For example, some building protections renovate ancient buildings to look new, losing the "ancient" meaning of the buildings. This is also to a contemporary extent.

In my design work, the contemporary nature of the work is also reflected in its presentation. Through the modern visual language of posters as a medium, abstract concepts are visualized and the works are full of vitality.

Design works also trigger thinking about social phenomena. With the development of economy and society, promoting cultural exchanges through the protection of ancient buildings has become an important social issue. For example, by mastering historical information, photographing, and scanning, establishing a database for ancient buildings, and protecting ancient buildings. Architecture has great significance. At the same time, the development process of ancient architecture and contemporary architecture is full of contradictions. 
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Work of artist Yao Lu are connected to my practice. The work of Chinese photographer Yao Lu are connected to me. He is also thinking about the development of buildings/ social issue. Yao Lu mentioned his work is contemporary, It can re-assemble and re-edit the things that we actually see in order to produce illusions. The tradition in the work is Chinese green landscape painting, and the contemporary aspect in the work is based on the expression form of photography. Through re-editing, traditional green landscapes are mounds of earth under building dust sheets, which is also a contemporary reflection on urban construction.

My work uses metaphors to show the fragility of ancient buildings, and uses the contemporary posters design to arouse people's thinking. This research is symbolic and is different from the previous direct presentation of damaged buildings. Other objects organize the picture by paper and rope to form a new metaphorical space, which is thought-provoking. Works of art reflect social reality, which is a focus on reality and a study of people. I hope to trace history, understand contemporary, create art through research, and let my works express social phenomena.
