1601747
SJSI5021
Describe what happened? This assignment was to create a video within a group using a hot topic in the media. When attending the lectures, I realised that we had to complete a video in a group and I was nervous at first about it all. After the shock had taken place I wanted to go in group where I found the topic interesting. Individual A and I decided that we wanted to do a topic on prisons and wanted to pick different aspects of it to bring it together. Individual B was stuck on what she wanted to do and had an idea of doing it on the death penalty so after having a conversation with our lecturer once the lecture was finished, we were all happy with doing it on the criminal justice system where each of our questions fitted in perfect. We made a group on social media to keep up to date with planning the video and to rearranging dates to meet up as we all live in different towns and all have jobs, so it was hard to meet up all the time.  We all came up with our own subject within the criminal justice system and began finding information on it. Once all of us found the correct information we wanted to use, we all wrote a description down to read out when we came to video ourselves in the university. We went in to university to meet up with our lecturer to ask him how to record the video and how to upload it correctly. We then picked a date to go back to the university to record the video but that was then cancelled due to two of the students having to go to work. We kept up to date with each other and decided to meet the following Monday to complete it.  When we arrived, we went into a computer room and set it all up, we all took turns and had a  practice turn before we started recording, we wanted to make sure that when clicking on our pictures on the PowerPoint we were talking in tune with it, this was very difficult to do, and I messed up on it a few times. Once we were happy with the recording, myself and individual A saved it and sent it to over to our lecturer. 
Feelings, what were you thinking and feeling? Throughout the whole process I was very nervous about it all. I do not like speaking in front of people and stressed about this a lot. After speaking to one of the students in my group I felt reassured and started to come around to the idea of recording myself talking about the criminal justice system. Having a good topic to talk about helped me a lot to feel comfortable as I was interested in the subject, so I thought it helped a lot when I needed to record myself speaking. When I’m nervous I speak fast and tend to get my words mixed up or repeat myself, so I knew I had to practices speaking out loud a few days before to try and make myself feel calm. I was really delighted when we finished recording and turned it into our lecture as I felt like a lift was lifted off my shoulders as I have been very worried about how I was going to sound on the recording due to speaking really fast when I am nervous. 


Evaluation, what was good and bad about the experience? Picking a topic that we were all interesting in helped us a lot, we worked well as a team and kept each other up to date all the time. I felt that we need to be more organized in meeting up with each other and planning different times and dates to decide who is speaking first and so on. I felt like the group needed to prioritise the work more, but it is difficulty when you don’t have a choice but to work. Next time I would like to use the team work theory which includes Forming, storming, norming and performing as I think we would benefit from it as a team. Tuckman (1965) Planning different times on when to meet but not being able too due to work commitments was one of the bad experiences for us as a group as we then had to rely on planning it all through social media. 
Analysis, what sense can you make of the situation? The organization theory and team work theory are the most important theories to follow when planning a group together.  We did not do this. Speaking with other team members made me see that I was not alone in this group and we needed to work as a team, but it was interesting to see what different aspects we picked and how they all came together. 
Conclusion, what else could you have done? I have learnt that I can work in a team and express any feelings I have to the team members. Next time I will Plan in more detail and arrange better times to meet up, so it accommodates everyone. I feel like I should have got more information about my subject which was on the conditions in prisons although I have learnt a lot about the criminal justice system when completing it.
Action plan, if it arose again what would you do? If I had to do this again, I would plan everything in fine detail, including times and dates to meet up in advance so no one would be working, and we can plan it together without relying on social media. I would follow different theories such as the organizational theory and the team work theory to make the group better and completing the work. I will seek out different ways of working with others in a participative way, sorting university work at first rather than working. 
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