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1Assessment One ID 2110921 Christine Shields HPHI7016


I have chosen Dover Castle for this assessment.  First, I will briefly outline my methodology.  An overview of the relevant timeline for Dover Castle and immediate environs was needed.  There is evidence of Iron Age Hill forts circa 800 BCE, a Roman tower lighthouse, a 10th Century Church (Saint Mary in Castro) and use through the Medieval period, wars with the French, First and Second World War as well as the Cold War.  A review of this is beyond the scope of this assignment I merely mention it to set some context for my thought process.  With a span as immense as that I first needed to come to grips with the enormity of the historical significance of the site of Dover Castle.  I accomplished this to some degree by reading relevant portions of Allen Brown’s work on English castles Allen Brown, English Castles (Boydell Press 2004) and Paul Pattison, Steven Brindle and David M. Robinson, The Great Tower of Dover Castle History, Architecture and Context (Liverpool University Press 2020).  I also listened to oral history audio recording library Imperial War Museum London <https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/sound> to hear the voices of the people who lived in Kent and experienced the terror of the assaults coming over Dover, the closest point across the English Channel.  It was certainly the point that pilgrims to Becket’s tomb would have crossed and what Henry II would have wanted French kings to see first.  English Heritage has wonderful photographic and video evidence to review to flesh out the more modern tale of the Castle Operation Dynamo: Things you need to know | English Heritage <english-heritage.org.uk>.  A non-academic but wonderful resource is The Friends of Dover Castle which publishes an informative Newsletter and a lively website to preserve and encourage interest in Dover Castle.  They had information that led me to look more intently at the Wardens of the Cinque Ports which had been coming up in my research.  There have been over 200 constables since the 12th Century.  I reviewed ‘History, Lord Warden and Officials’ <https://cinqueports.org/lord-warden-officials/deputy-constable/> as a backdrop to the research as Dover was one of the five or “cinque” major Medieval ports and the Constable of Dover Castle was also keeper of the coast so to speak.  I utilized The National Archives, Kew website which pointed me to the Kent History and Library Center.
I quickly discovered that the topic of this one building, this one site could consume the rest of my life.  If there were a specific time period or aspect to this (taxation, financing, defense) one could begin to narrow this topic down.  As there is not, I started thinking that a way to look at a building is in its myriad interactions with the rest of society.  It becomes more than its stones it becomes in many ways a maker of history itself. I have endeavored to show the wide scope of those interactions by finding items in archives in differing time periods.  Altogether a humbling experience.


1.
Dover Castle Land valuation.
             Maidstone
              Kent History and Library Centre
               Board of Inland Revenue, Estate Duty Office, Valuation Office, 1909-    1910
                 IR4/64
2. 
Report of the Steward of Dover Castle, legal document whereby the steward was required to answer to the Archbishop of Canterbury in a legal matter. (nd)
Maidstone
    Kent History and Library Centre
        Steward of Dover Castle
                           NR/CPL17/6
3.
              Dover Castle - The Constable's Tower, floor plans
                  London
                      The National Archives, Kew
                          Work 31/1155

4. 
             Dover Castle Debtors’ Prison 1782-1855
              Maidstone
               Cinque Ports Registrar
                 Kent History and Library Centre 
                 Do/ZCPW7
5.        Visit of Henri Second, Gesta Regis Henrici Secundi Benedicti Abbatis
              London
                 British Library
                 Cotton Julius MSS A.xi

6.       Roll of the Constables of Dover Castle and Lord Wardens of the Cinque Ports as a finely painted roll.
           East Sussex
             East Sussex Record Office 
              Deposited by the Ashburnham family archives
               ASH
7.       An account of victuals supplied for Dover Castle under Edward III
            London, 
              The National Archives, Kew, 
                  Ref E358/5

8.       16th Century image of the Harbour, coastal defenses and Dover Castle.  This is a rare view of the Castle which shows the great importance it had in the minds of the nobility; this work was commissioned by the.  It highlights the strategic military importance of the site. 
          London, 
           British Library
            Earl of Essex Thomas Cromwell
              MS Cotton Augustus I i 23


9.
List of Constables of Dover Castle
 
 Lincoln

   Linconshire Archives

    R929.82 09422 352 PHI

10.
[bookmark: _Hlk86491643]          Order by Simon de Montfort and Hugh Despenser to Bishop of Coventry and Roger de Leiburn to give safe conduct to Edmund the King’s son, and the constable of Dover Castle. 1264
           Nottingham 
            Family and Estate Papers of the Willoughby Family of Wollaton  
              Nottingham University Library, Dept of Manuscripts and Special                                 Collections.
                 Mi C 2

Future research would include locating the source of a phased ground plans of Dover Castle.  Many archives of older dated documents do not include the creator of the archive.  Further research may reveal who created the document.  The last archive here (10) shows the archived deposited by the Middleton family.  How did they come to have an Order from Simon de Montfort in the 13th Century? 
Constables, wardens, stewards, royal visits and victuals purchases all flesh out the life of Dover Castle.  Henry III’s son Edmund Crouchback being given safe passage by Dover Castle as well as wars, prisons, port personnel yield many avenues of inquiry, bringing the life of Dover to the surface.
The debtors’ prison referenced here (4) is just one iteration of the prison at Dover so discovering more about the uses of the prison that was there from the beginning would shed more light on the interactions of the castle with the general populace.  The Cinque Portsmen were existent from Edward the Confessor on and came to be under the Lord Warden and deserves further inquiry.  I needed to read about the creation of the Cinque Ports by the Charter of 1155 issued by Henry II and the need for maritime protection going back to the Roman period in Britain. The importance of the strategic location of Dover Castle is highlighted time and time again. Further research could also examine the interactions between the Portsmen and the Port Reeves. I was lucky enough to have been there in 2019 and taken the ferry to Calais and back and viewed it from the channel; my mental archive if you will.  The intimidating presence of the Castle has not lessened in all these centuries.  The importance of the location of Dover Castle is more evident and becomes more important and enduring than the residence it sometimes was for the monarchy.

