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Section 1 
A curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings is a curriculum in which practitioners have co-constructed to inspire children to adopt a positive outlook throughout their learning journeys which in return if encouraged will provide the children with the support needed to support their learning through the four purposes of Curriculum for Wales. Those four purposes include ambitious capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives, enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work, ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world and lastly, healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. The curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings also highlights the importance of the role of the enabling adult whom strive to ensure that the children within their care receive the best possible opportunities to learn thus requiring the enabling adults to create emotionally secure environments in order to ensure that the child’s well-being is of highest importance. The role of the enabling adult would also include creating positive and strong bonds or relationships with the children’s community and those within their home lives and ensuring that strong cross-curricular linkages are being made as they are crucial to providing a comprehensive and well-rounded curriculum that builds on the children’s prior knowledge and experiences as well as their present interests. To satisfy the requirements of every child as a unique child, improvement of planning and the standard of services should be made by making adjustments on a regular basis. Engaging experiences and effective environments also play a fundamental part within the curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings as engaging experiences means that early childhood activities should be made practical, engaging, and purposeful for the children. Along the children’s learning journey, those engaging experiences should provide risk, challenge, and chances for achievement while also fostering children's independence. For children to be deeply involved and participate in extended periods of unbroken active learning, the experiences should be based in real-life, realistic circumstances in order to promote the holistic development of the child. As for effective environments centers around ensuring that the children's genuine experiences are centered on the atmosphere that practitioners create in their given space, both indoors and out. Thus meaning continuous assessment of the environment's efficacy should be made and thus resulting in the need of any necessary adjustments. One of the main forces behind progress in the early years is environmental exploration. Children start to get an appreciation for the world around them and a sense of belonging via investigating their surroundings. There are five essential developmental pathways that are essential to every young child's learning and growth which are at the heart of this curriculum. These interconnected, child-centered developmental pathways are equally valuable in promoting general growth and development. They emphasize the child's priorities and have a strong connection to the fundamental ideas of child development, as well as to the broad assertions of what is important and the explanations of learning in the six domains of experience and learning. They were created to assist children to develop in the setting of their choice and at their own speed. The five development pathways include: physical development, well-being, belonging, exploration and communication. (Welsh Government 2024). 
The Reggio Emilia approach, is similar to the curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings in the sense of that it is another child centered approach. The activities within the Reggio Emilia approach are designed to foster children's diverse skills, and its pedagogical principles are centered on the children's feeling of agency and self-worth. This approach had been created following the Second World War which led families to raise their children play-based environment that was child led thus resulting in not requiring a lot of expense for equipment and materials. The Reggio Emilia approach can be seen as a community-centered approach that Loris Malaguzzi, who was a Italian educator and psychologist, started to develop the idea and theory that it was more crucial that children have a well-rounded education rather than concentrating on academic skills like literacy and numeracy. The Reggio Emilia approach emphasizes the importance of the environment thus resulting in the environment playing a crucial role within the approach and that it can be seen as a third educator. The learning environment revolves around nature and that the learning approach within the environment should be attractive, attainable and inclusive. Another component of the Reggio Emilia approach is that the display of children's work, should be done in a way that not only encourages cooperation between parents and teachers but also makes the learning and experiences of the children apparent. There is an emphasis throughout this approach of children being able to explore and play with all natural materials and that the play should be open-ended. The use of more natural and light colors throughout the decorative element of a setting and throughout the children's work and ensuring that there’s appropriate areas for the children to explore which cover a range of different interests such as math's, craft, reading and music. Also ensuring that by using wall displays, materials, equipment, and resources such as books that represent the communities of the children and celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history and culture, both indoor and outdoor spaces should be made friendly to children with a variety of origins, communities, and abilities. (Aussie Childcare Network, 2023). 
The similarities, differences and barriers between the two different educational approaches or curriculums as highlighted above can be compared and contrasted. The first difference would be, as the work of Miller, L. and Soler, J. (2023)  suggests, that the Reggio Emilia approach does not adhere to a National Curriculum framework or a curricular policy. As an alternative to national, centralized, standard curriculum, it provides a localized, learner-centered approach. This allows the Reggio Emilia approach to support sociocultural and progressive ideas without being heavily influenced by views of curriculum, learning, and pedagogy that are utilitarian and career-oriented. According to the Reggio Emilia approach, the practitioner is seen as a co-learner and collaborator with the children, whose role it is to direct, support, and foster research. The child is also seen as having rights and actively creating knowledge. However, the curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings, as highlighted above contains the four purposes and the five essential development pathways resulting in a more guideline based and formal expectation of how the children’s education should be created. Other differences between the Reggio Emilia approach and a curriculum based approach would include the factor of within education where a curriculum is in place the teacher or practitioners are the individuals that lead the learning, however, within the Reggio Emilia approach, the child and practitioner are partners in learning. Another comparison would be that some of the artwork and any writing or work that the child produces can get saved and kept within a curriculum based education setting whereas with the Reggio Emilia approach the children’s work is of high importance and is used to review their learning. Within a curriculum based education setting children are given topics or areas in which they will be taught about whereas with the Reggio Emilia approach the children are allowed to explore their own interests and decide for themselves what it is they want to explore further or learn about. (Child Time Inc, 2017). 
 A similarity however, is that both the approach and curriculum adhere to a holistic approach to learning. This can be seen throughout both the approach and curriculum as they both recognize that every child is unique, that the child’s voice should be valued and their likes and dislikes and interests should be taken into consideration throughout the creation of their education and the importance of highlighting throughout the children’s education that the children have a need and right to play. (Coram Pacey, 2025). Other similarities would include that both the approach and curriculum emphasis the importance of a child led approach and that children are capable of learning and that every child has potential. Another would be that both highlight and value the concept of children being able to learn through play and that children progress within their learning more effectively if the activities that the practitioners set out are one that the children would find engaging and enjoyable and adhere to the children’s interests. Finally, the importance of the environment is heavily agreed on in both the curriculum and the approach. Both of which support the development of interesting and exciting learning environments to promote a positive impact on the children's learning. (Studocu, 2024). 
Being able to apply any changes such as adapting the Reggio Emilia approach to practice can come with its challenges. Such as the fact that it might be very difficult for practitioners to abandon a "subject-centered" approach, especially when the curriculum has required learning targets as per the work of Chicken, S. and Maynard, T. (2010). Or other challenges highlighted by Educational Wave (2025) such as practitioners and parents may find when comparing to Reggio Emilia approach to more conventional education systems that the lack of structured learning may be concerning as there are also individual children who may strive or work better within a more structured academic setting and adhere to stick to routines and may not work productively with the lack of routine. Another concern would be that it may be challenging to monitor and observe children’s academic progress using conventional measurements due to Reggio Emilia's open-ended approach. There may also be concern relating to the lack of focus on vital subjects such as mathematic and reading which may result in a gap in fundamental information and knowledge that children would need to know for the future. 

Section 2
As per the work of Hyson, M. (2014) the definition of a unique child states that every child and family is different, thus there isn't a one template that they all have to follow or a one size fits all motto. Instead, it is the practitioners responsibility to hear from families about what they value and desire for their children and then utilize that information together with the best research to tailor education and learning to the needs of individuals, families, and cultures. Azizova, N. (2025) highlights that every child is born with their own set of interests, strengths, and the way in which they understand the world and that by families and practitioners embracing the uniqueness of each child this can result in helping to further a child's confidence and emotional security. There are detrimental effects that can be had on a child's well-being and self-esteem if a child is compared to another. Such as resentment, jealousy, sadness and social withdrawal which in time could lead to a child feeling isolated which can lead to emotional differences such as anxiety, depression and low self-esteem. 
As per the work of Hargraves, V. 2020, in order to present a cumulative succession of images reflecting a child's learning, learning stories are narratives derived from systematic observations. These are observations that are transformed into narratives, examined, and utilized as the foundation for planning. Practitioners gather occasions that appear important to the child, or critical incidents. Practitioners can learn about a child's learning route and learning dispositions by using story analysis to analyze a number of things. A more complete image may be created by piecing together a number of sequential tales, leaving room for further parts to be added. In addition to samples of children's work, a portfolio often include a number of learning stories. This makes it possible for practitioners to assess children's learning and pinpoint areas of continuity and growth. Adding new chapters to existing tales or connecting disparate stories over time and location allows assessment documentation to demonstrate how dispositions change in various contexts and improves comprehension of the child in action. The disposition might be seen as more resilient when the same type of learning story is used in many curricular areas. 
Some of the advantages of using learning stories would be that the child is reassured that their ideas and the way in which they think is valued, the learning stories are not only a useful tool for practitioners to monitor how a child is progressing but its a positive way of allowing family to also reflect on their child’s learning thus resulting in allowing the practitioner to gain good communication with the family about their child’s time in the setting. They offer genuine details regarding a child's abilities in an approachable and intimate manner and they educate families on how children learn via play and how they are inherently curious, problem-solving, and natural learners.
Some of the disadvantages and barriers would include they can take a lot of time to produce, it may be challenging to maintain objectivity, they focus on a single action, circumstance, or behavior at a time, which causes practitioners to ignore or omit crucial information and they may not necessarily describe a child's usual behavior or developmental trend. (Open Library, 2024). 
Developmental checklists, which are lists of abilities from the many developmental domains for a certain age range, are a common tool used by practitioners to document their observations about individual children. A checklist can be used for multiple different aspects of development or can be used solely to focus on one aspect of development. Checklists allow the practitioner to create observations in almost any circumstance, and the practitioner doesn't have to spend a lot of time gathering information. After creating a checklist, the practitioner would observe the child in a range of natural settings and mark off all the abilities or behaviors that are pertinent. Since this might be a crucial piece of information, the checklist often includes a spot to note the appropriate time or dates. (Infant & Toddlers, 2014). 
Some of the advantages of using a developmental checklist would include that they are a helpful tool to aid practitioners in gathering a general understanding of where the child is at with their development and if they are reaching their milestones at the appropriate age and that any areas of concerns can be raised thus resulting in any changes being implemented to further develop the child's development. Checklists can be used as a form of evidence to produce to the family if the practitioner had picked up on any areas of concern that the family would need to be made aware of to seek multi-agency support. Checklists are an instructive tool as it can monitor the child's development and progression through a period of time. By using checklists as supposed to a learning story they are a quicker form of observation and can sometimes be a lot clearer and easier for families to read. They can also be used to assess the progress of the environment in the sense that if there are more than one child struggling in a particular area it could mean that the area is lacking in sufficient and useful resources and materials for the child to be able to develop that particular skill. 
Some of the disadvantages however would include that checklists do not promote the inclusivity in particular to those children who have specific needs or special educational needs as some of those children are not able to complete certain tasks due to their needs. It is not a child-led approach to observation as it is more based on the practitioners views and opinions and the children may be observed in the way in which is lead more by the practitioner and their expectations. Checklists do not allow the practitioners the opportunity to observe children and their skills such as empathy, leadership, curiosity and respect. Providing checklist observation methods to the families can create a negative outlook on the child’s development to the family as they are purely seeing ticks on what the child can achieve and then no ticks on what they cant achieve according to what society feels they should be achieving  which is limiting the families views on the child where learning stories for example focus more on how each child has progressed on their own unique development journey. Checklists can be seen as a unrealistic way of being able to plan for the child focused activities and environments as the checklist cannot the child’s voices and interests. (Rare Early Childhood Support Services, 2018). 
Blog 
Chat with all: the importance of communication between practitioner and families.
                                                                 By Holly Lannigan
Exploring the benefits of building strong communication between practitioners and families and how it can impact on the child’s learning journey. 
Hello, to all my fellow readers.
Chatting? Seems so easy? Pick up a coffee or a tea and put the world to rights. It seems easy enough between friends but it can be tricky to start a conversation with a stranger even if the stranger is a family member of a child whose been in your care for so long or maybe not so long. 
Here are some of the many reasons as to why plucking up the courage and building effective communications with the family of the children within your care is of upmost importance and also the downside of dealing with any complaints. But remember, Happy child, happy life!
Why?
· Trust is a must!- by building upon and gaining the trust from parents or families of the child can allow the parents or families to gain confidence with the care that the child is receiving throughout their time in the setting. 
· Easy way to provide information- Through communication, parents learn about their child's development, activities, and any potential problems. Parents need this knowledge in order to make well-informed decisions regarding the care of their children. Additionally, it aids practitioners in better comprehending the child's requirements and preferences.
· Encourages partnership- a collaborative approach to the child's care is encouraged via communication with the parents. Parents are more likely to be active in their child's development when they believe they have a say in the decisions that are made. For the child, this partnership approach contributes to the development of a supportive and coherent environment.
· Improves outcomes- Children's learning and development have been demonstrated to improve when parents and practitioners communicate well. Parents are more likely to encourage their child's learning and development at home when they are actively involved in their care. The child's learning is reinforced by this support, which may eventually result in improved outcomes. (Early Years Consultant London, 2025). 
How?
· Give your full attention at all times and give eye contact
· Be honest- honesty is the best policy 
· Listen- don't interrupt
· Being cognizant of cultural communication disparities
· Respect the personal space of the individuals
· Be confident! (Early Learning HQ, no date).

Ideas for speaking with parents. CJ is the child in question
· Share the positives- ‘CJ did excellent when sharing toys with a new child today. This is a big improvement for them.
· Being open- ‘CJ did push over a little girl today after she wanted to use the blue crayon’
· Ask for advice when needed-  ‘how can we help CJ feel more comfortable using the potty? Is there anything you do at home that we could try and implement here to make it feel more natural and comfortable?
· Give parents the opportunity to be part of important decisions- ‘we could use more visuals with CJ to get him to try and communicate his feelings? Or we can read more stories about feelings to better develop the understanding of feelings, what do you think?
· Don’t feel pressured into answering straight away- ‘Im not sure what CJ had eaten today, I’ll speak to the cook when she’s back in work tomorrow and let you know, is that ok? 
Why do difficult conversations occur with parents?
· Addressing any behavioral concerns such as disruptive behavior or drastic behavior changes such as a child has started to bite.
· Developmental delays can always be a difficult conversation to have with parents especially if there are issues or concerns that have been picked up at the setting but the parents are reluctant to listen because they don’t display those concerns at home. 
· If there are any safeguarding concerns such as if the setting has any concerns for the child's welfare. 
· Discussing if there are any potential issues with changes in funding or if the parents are late paying fees. There can be many reasons for this but for some it can be a difficult subject to approach.
· Discussing policies and if parents have any disagreements such as the policy for illness and if a child is unwell and can’t attend the setting some settings will still charge the parents for the day or in some cases if there has been a change to the meal plan or menu for the day that the parents were not made aware of. This can cause issues if they feel that the child wouldn’t have enjoyed the meal thus resulting in the child not having a lot to eat that day. (Nursery in a box, 2025). 
How to deal with conflict from parents 
· Ensure that the early years foundation stage policies are followed in line with the complaints policy and procedure. 
· Try not to take anything said personally 
· Approach the situation with curiosity. You can start using reflective practice skills to identify the root of the upset by acknowledging that there is always a reason for the behavior.
· While keeping safety in mind, there should be a balance between privacy and a calm setting for talking with the parent. It might be helpful to have another adult around to listen in on the talk to keep everyone safe
· Remain calm and professional when faced with a particularly difficult situation
· If a parent has voiced a concern, it's critical to follow up with the family and other staff to make sure they're satisfied with the way the issue has been handled. (Jackson, L. 2022).
Benefit to the children
Its important to remember that the parents and families trust practitioners with their most valuable possession and that the child is their world. Parents know the children best and its important to remember that if parent’s have any concerns that they should be encourage to discuss those. This can help the parents better develop their knowledge of child development and indulge in the professional experience that the practitioner can offer. This can have many benefits for the children for their life at home as the more the parents know and learn the better understanding they will have of their child and how they are able to help with their child's development. Research indicates that joint working between the parents and practitioners can benefit the child as they would have the support of both their parent and their child care provider, as they learn and grow more effectively. It creates an atmosphere where parents can freely express their concerns to their childcare provider, knowing that they will be taken seriously and handled in a welcoming and secure setting. When the child is feeling safe and content then that also helps the parents to relax and be assured that their child is in the best possible care. (Lester, T. 2024).

 Always remember...
According to research, the most crucial element in helping some children succeed regardless of their background is including parents and families in their education. Working succesfully in partnership with parents and families is a core and key element of the early years foundation stage. Prioritize the family by asking them to tell you more about themselves. Learn about their personal histories and the culture of their families and communities. Find out what they anticipate from the setting. Consider parents and families to be the primary instructors of their children. Give them the chance to be involved in their child's entire experience in your environment. 
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