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[bookmark: _Toc112236647]1.0 Introduction
Virtual learning environments or VLEs were developed to help the student to become active learners rather than passive learners. The importance of becoming an active learner is essential as it encourages problem-solving abilities and critical thinking abilities necessary for the classroom. In the United Kingdom, there are different kinds of courses and in every discipline, VLE is becoming an increasingly essential component for active learning. In 1996 Jones and Laskin introduced the concept of virtual learning and it is based on the internet. initially, it was not accepted but over a period of time various educational organisations started to accept VLC as a medium of active learning and at the time of the covid-19 pandemic it became widely accepted globally to connect the students Virtually with the educational institution. 
[bookmark: _Toc112236648]2.0 Background
[bookmark: _Toc112236649]Literature review
According to Ryan and Poole, (2019), Virtual learning helps a student to become more engaged and it also helps to increase memory during active learning. The authors also mentioned that traditional didactic learning mainly establishes the base knowledge but virtual learning has a student learn effectively and apply their knowledge to solve difficult problems. Due to the rapid advancement in technology, the virtual learning environment is becoming increasingly prevalent in different disciplines in the United Kingdom as well as globally. Even though it is a popular medium among all age groups, educational organisation is using it to track students' performance, help them understand the learning objective and engage the students in a better way (Cahillane et al., 2020). Virtual learning also helps a teacher to systematically modify the course and its outcome and with the help of Advanced technology and an adequate internet connection, the students also use personalised laptops, tablets and other devices in a class to connect with study materials. 
Doolani et al., (2020) stated that Storytelling is a proven method that effectively communicates the message of a teacher to the students and helps in transferring knowledge. The training and learning dormant have been used by the teacher with the help of advanced technology such as virtual reality (VR). In this way, the students can be engaged and learn better within a classroom. It is considered one of the better techniques than a text-based technique. The virtual learning environment provides a range of support to the students and the teacher can provide adequate help and accept the assignment and provide feedback but surely. It also has given the student adequate freedom to ask for specifications on a course subject and a teacher can communicate with them effectively (Beggan, 2020). One of the foremost advantages of a virtual learning environment is that the student can participate freely and they feel more confident to share their ideas in the classroom. 
[bookmark: _Toc112236650]3.0 Aims and objectives
The aims of the research are 
· To comprehend the influence of the virtual learning environment on the education industry in the United Kingdom.
· To improve the overall virtual learning environment.
· To comprehend the notion of a virtual learning environment 
The objectives of the research are
· Both primary and secondary research use an adequate Data Collection method
· To assess both qualitative and quantitative data.
[bookmark: _Toc112236651]4.0 Method
The researcher used a secondary data collection method to carry out a complete research investigation on the impact of the virtual learning environment on the UK higher education system. The secondary data collection method helped the researcher to understand the advantages and disadvantages of VLEs and how the services help a student to overcome his or her learning difficulties to meet the learning outcome. It also helps a student to acquire information regarding a specific topic effectively (Farrelly et al., 2018). For example, the researcher collected secondary information from various authentic websites which can be considered a virtual learning environment. Using the secondary research technique, the researcher saved time and maintained the appropriate but of the research. Apart from this the researcher also used University Moodle to access adequate data regarding the impact of the virtual learning environment on the United Kingdom education system. 
The primary data collection process was also used by the researcher where 10 respondents were chosen randomly who are connected with University education in the United Kingdom. 10 questions were asked to the participants to understand their knowledge learning environment. Moreover, their opinion on the virtual learning environment and how it can have advantages in higher education was also understood by the researcher (Raftery and Risquez, 2018). The quantitative method for primary data collection method helps a researcher to collect hands-on data that help to understand the opinion and beliefs of each participant.  In this research, 10 questions were chosen and 6 teachers and 4 students were chosen randomly to share their opinion. Both qualitative and quantitative approach to research helps the researcher to come to a definite completion of the research problem.
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Figure 1: Responses of 1st Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 2: Responses to 2nd Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 3: Responses to 3rd Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 4: Responses to the 4th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 5: Responses to the 5th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 6: Responses to the 6th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 7: Responses to 7th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 8: Responses to 8th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 9: Responses to 9th Question
(Source: Self-created)
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Figure 10: Responses to 10th Question
(Source: Self-created)
The participants in this survey were all connected to UK higher education some of the participants were students in different Universities and some weather lecturers in different educational institutions. In response to the first question, four teachers and two students agreed that they prefer a virtual learning environment in the classroom whereas two students were not sure about the outcome of VLE in the classroom and two teachers preferred a traditional environment over a virtual learning environment. In response to the second question, all 5 teachers and two students agreed that in the higher education system of the United Kingdom VLE plays a significant role. 4 Students and 4 teachers agreed that They have adequate knowledge to use a virtual learning environment and in response to the 4th question All the students who participated in this survey agreed that there are both positive and negative impacts of virtual learning environments in higher education. 
All teachers agreed that they can convey appropriate messages to the students using VLE in response to the 5th question and response to the sixth one 90% of the participants believed that It helped to create a better teaching-learning environment. In response to the seventh question, three teachers and four students said that improper internet can be the biggest barrier to using VLE and in response to the eighth question 4 teachers and 4 students agreed that VLE helps to create an inclusive teaching-learning environment within the organisation. In response to question number 9, three teachers and 5 students agreed that VLE helped an effective transformation in the education system. In response to the tenth question, 80% of the participants believed that the universities will continue to use VLE in the future also for an effective teaching-learning environment.
[bookmark: _Toc112236653]6.0 Discussion
It has been observed that in the wake of the covid-19 pandemic most Universities and other educational organisations have opted for the VLE learning method as it is considered cost-effective, convenient and easy to use. Virtual learning plays a significant role in the present inclusive teaching-learning atmosphere which is mostly based on Active learning and providing adequate feedback on the basis of the performance of the students. VLE helps a teacher to create a safe and inclusive atmosphere where all the students can share their ideas with each other and with the help of appropriate internet connectivity the teacher and student can get connected anytime anywhere (Pike, D. and Rainford, 2021). With the help of VLE, a positive and collaborative environment within the classroom can be created and the students can get appropriate feedback from the teachers and bacon essays themselves also.
Apart from this, a teacher can get anonymous feedback from individual students via email which is a form of VLE and in this way the teachers and students can get connected and create a better interpersonal relationship. One of the major advantages of VLE is its flexibility but on the other hand, it can create loneliness and depression among the students and the teachers. Moreover, longer screen time can create various health issues and time management can be an issue for a student or teacher also. A traditional learning environment creates discipline which is lacking in the case of a virtual learning environment (Lonsdale, 2020). Sometimes improper internet connectivity can also create challenges for a student and the older generation of teachers is not accustomed to the use of a virtual learning environment. 
[bookmark: _Toc112236654]7.0 Conclusion
Through this research, the researcher can understand various aspects of the virtual learning environment and how both students and teachers can become accustomed to different factors of VLE. The researcher conducted both primary and secondary research which helped to understand the positive and negative factors of using VLE in the education system in the UK. Various universities are positively using virtual learning environments to help the teachers to connect with the students in the wake of the covid-19 pandemic. In this way, the students can become more successful in solving various problems and they can be able to improve soft skills like critical thinking and decision-making abilities. From the research, it can be understood that most universities will invest in implementing advanced technology and VLE in the future to make the education system holistic. 
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1. Do you prefer to use VLE in the classroom?

	Total respondent
	Yes 
	No
	 Not sure

	10
	6 (60%)
	2 (20%)
	2 (20%)



2. Do you believe that VLE plays a significant role in higher education in the United Kingdom?

	Total respondent
	Yes
	No
	Not sure

	10
	7 (70%)
	1 (10%)
	2 (20%)



3. Do you have the proper knowledge to use VLE in the classroom?

	Total respondent
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure

	10
	8 (80%)
	1 (10%)
	1 (10%)



4. Do you think that VLE has both a positive and negative impact on higher education?

	Total respondent
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	6 (60%)
	1 (10%)
	3 (30%)



5. Do you think VLE gives the opportunity to the teacher to convey their message more effectively than a traditional learning environment?

	Total respondent
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	6 (60%)
	2 (20%)
	2 (20%)



6. Does VLE create a better teaching-learning environment?

	Total respondent
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	9 (90%)
	0 (0%)
	1 (10%)



7. Do you think an improper internet connection can be the biggest barrier to applying the VLE method?

	Total respondent
	Yes
	No
	Not sure

	10
	7 (70%)
	1 (10%)
	2 (20%)



8. Do you think VLE helps to create an inclusive environment within the classroom?

	Total respondent
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	10
	8 (80%)
	1 (10%)
	1 (10%)



9. Do you believe that the education system has been transformed due to the effective use of VLE?

	Total respondent
	Yes
	No
	Not sure

	10
	7 (70%)
	2 (20%)
	1 (10%)



10. Would you like your University to continue using VLE in the future?

	Total respondent
	Yes
	No 
	Not sure

	10
	8 (80%)
	1 (10%)
	1 (10%)
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