English for Academic Purposes


Countable and Uncountable nouns
Definitions

A countable noun is exactly that, i.e. a noun that can be counted. Look at the things in front of you and decide on which ones you can count:-

- One pen, two pens, three pens,….twelve pens
- One file, two files…
- One book, two books…

- One computer, two computers…
An uncountable noun does not have a plural form but will rely on extra language to show plurality. Often the extra language will refer to a container for the noun itself:-
- A cup of coffee, two cups of coffee 

- A sheet of paper, three sheets of paper
- A jar of jam, two jars of jam 
In each case above the plural is shown by the extra language, with the countable container word taking the plural. The uncountable noun remains unchanged.

Testing for countable (C)/uncountable (UC)

-TEST (A)
How much + C …?

e.g. 
How much paper do you need ?



How many + UC…?

e.g.
How many pens are there ?
-TEST (B)

We can use some and any with all uncountables but only plural countables can be used with them, e.g. I need some paper, I’d love some coffee, Do you have any pens ?  

-TEST (C )

We can use a/an with any countable nouns, e.g. A pen, An apple

We cannot use a/an with uncountables, unless a container word is used, e.g. a cup of coffee 

Relationship between countables and uncountables

Very often the uncountable noun will ‘contain’ a series of countable word examples :-

FURNITURE

TRANSPORT

ART


EQUIPMENT, e.g. for the office


- table(s)

- private car(s)

- painting(s)

- photocopier(s)
- chair(s)

- taxi(s)

- drawing(s)

- fax machine(s)
- desk(s)

- bus(es)

- sculpture(s)

- telephone(s)
- cupboard(s)

- train(s)

- photograph(s)
- shredder(s)
- cabinets(s)

- 


- 


- computer(s)
Exercise (1)

Choose the correct noun from the choices given in brackets in the following sentences :-

1.1 I’ve spent the last three months looking for (job/work).

1.2 He gave me a lot of useful (advice/suggestion).

1.3 The house has a wonderful (scenery/view) of the lake.
1.4 He didn’t take much (bags/luggage) to the airport. 
Exercise (2)

Decide which of the following sentences are incorrect and then try to correct them :-

2.1 
He ordered three coffees from the waiter.
2.2
There is too much negative information in this newspaper.   
2.3
He wrote his CV on two papers.
2.4
She bought one jar of marmalade and two loaves of bread.  
2.5
His sister has a long hair.
2.6
He is a successful businessman and has many money.
2.7
Because I was in a rush I didn’t have a time for breakfast this morning.
2.8 
She likes to read and so has much books.
Exercise (3) 
Complete the sentences using one of the following words and use a/an/any where appropriate:-


electricity
key
answer

letter

water
3.1
Modern life would be almost impossible without _____________.

3.2
I left ________ for you under the mat.
3.3
They need ___________ by Friday at the latest. 
3.4
Do you have __________? I’m feeling really hot. 
3.5
She received ________ from that company last week.
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