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APPENDIX QE1a





MODULE REVIEW 
MODULE TUTOR - REPORT FORM

The review of a module is carried out initially by the Module Tutor.  When the module review is completed, its findings are considered by the Academic Director or Programme Manager and noted at the Academic Discipline’s Annual Programme Review. Module feedback and what changes will be made as a result of the feedback given are also discussed at Staff Student Consultative meetings. This form is not compulsory but is provided to support the module review process.   

	Academic Session: 2020 - 2021


	Module Title: Postgraduate Research Methodology (Computing Strand)


	Module Code: AFCA7004	





	Student Feedback

The Module Evaluation questionnaire is collected centrally by the University and no data is available at this point of time.

Number of students registered and eligible to complete the questionnaire: 52

Number of returns: 

Legitimate issues/ positive comments raised by a significant number of students (Please note number of students).

During the course of the module, the students requested a delay in the deadlines for the Project Proposal submissions (presentation and subsequent report).  This was actioned, as is reported below, with the deadlines moved from February and March to late April and May.

The request was made to the Course Leader and the Head of School, as well as to the Module Lecturer in the course of the first sessions of the second semester.



Are there any sections or questions where the majority of students indicate that they ‘mostly or definitely disagree’ or where the results are well below the scores for other sections?

The Module Evaluation questionnaire is collected centrally by the University and no data is available at this point of time.



	Module Tutor’s response to feedback given by students

The requested delay in submission dates was caused by the rearrangement of the delivery of the other modules in the MSc, in order to give the maximum time for development of online delivery materials for the specialist modules.  The students quite fairly indicated their difficulty in picking a project appropriate to a particular MSc title having received no tuition in the areas of work.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The submission dates were moved to 19th April (presentation) and 7th May (report).


	Tutor Self-Reflection

In what way might the module be improved in terms of content, delivery and assessment as a result of the feedback given?  What (if any) changes will be made?

The resequencing of the year to cater for online delivery and developments caused problems with ACFA7004.  The changes made it very difficult to schedule potential dissertation project supervisors, in that the putative project titles or thematic areas weren’t defined until practically the end of March.  The time available for support and discussion of projects was limited by this, in the purely pragmatic sense that staff were committed and delivering the core elements of other modules, often engaged in intensive materials development for these because of the unavoidable shift to online delivery.  Furthermore, the delayed submission brought the dates close to the submission dates for the specialist modules, putting pressure on student time rather than using the relatively quiet (in submissions terms) early part of the second semester for project consultations and proposal submissions. 

The remedy is straightforward.  At least one of the specialist content modules for each course title should be moved back into the first semester, allowing the usual sequence of allocation of a potential supervisor based on interests and initial proposed project titles around the Christmas period.  With the development of online delivery completed this year, and next year (if online) focused on improvements rather than wholesale change, such a change should be feasible.  It is certainly desirable for the orderly management of the student experience on this module.


How will any changes made to the module as a result of feedback be communicated to all the students that took this module?
 
I suggest they should be discussed with the incoming students during the induction period, as part of the explanation of the dissertation and its relationship to the Postgraduate Research Methodology module.





	
Module Tutor:        	Professor John Rees           	            Date: 02/06/2021

Academic Director/
Programme Manager:	………………………………………   	Date: ……………………
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