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The police service is an immensely important institution and integral part of modern-day society that is empowered by the government with the aim of ‘’maintaining both public order and safety’’, as well as serving as a deterrent to criminals and criminal activity. (Bedfordshire Police, n.d.). However, instances of corruption within these integral institutions in modern day society have always been a serious longstanding issue within the UK, which can be seen occurring from at least 30 years ago with large cases such as the Stephen Lawrence Case in 1993 having encountered some elements of alleged police corruption during the ongoing case which triggered a ‘’6 year long investigation into the officers that were originally involved with that case at the time’’. (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2023).  Other instances of police corruption have also been seen in recent years in England and Wales with at least ‘’409 out of 519 officers referred to a misconduct meeting being proven to have committed some form of police misconduct during the course of their duties’’ which all occurred in the end of the year of 2023, which all shows that cases of police corruption and criminal misconduct have been serious issues for both the police and the public for a long time now. (Home Office, 2024).  Police Corruption as defined by (Staffordshire Police, n.d.) is any type of unacceptable police misconduct that includes the following but is not limited to ‘’theft or fraud, accessing or giving out confidential information without authorization, having links to organized crime, posting inappropriate or sexual content on social media’’. There are two main forms of police corruption with one of them being individual corruption which specifically involves ‘’members of the police engaging in corrupt activities in isolation from colleagues'', which means that the perpetrators who engage in these corrupt activities and who are responsible for cases of misconduct will commit entirely by themselves with no outside help. The other main form of police corruption is internally networked corruption which unlike individual corruption, ‘’typically involves detectives in CID departments or specialist squads operating together in corrupt behavior’’, (Home Office, 2003) ,meaning that this type of police corruption is much more organized and much more of serious issue than individual corruption as this form of corruption is on a much larger scale and could prove to be more difficult to detect and prevent. Police corruption and the police’s misuse of power has a direct impact on the public they are tasked with serving as public trust and confidence in the police’s ability to keep them safe and maintain order will continue to plummet dramatically as long as the issues associated with police corruption are not solved. Findings from surveys conducted by the (Independent Office for Police Conduct) show that the public has a ‘’heightened attention of police failings and misconduct and a trend towards distrust in the police has spurred negativity’' meaning that the police must focus on maintaining a healthy professional image in front of the public as they are more likely to be scrutinized now more than ever for their actions.
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This dissertation will focus on two primary aspects of police corruption which will be the impact of police Corruption on communities and how it affects public trust in the police, as well as the impact of police corruption on the internal cohesion of the police service. Public trust in the police is a crucial factor in improving the effectiveness of the police and the way in which they carry out their duties and cooperation between the police and the communities they serve is necessary to assist in enhancing the police's capabilities to maintain order and protect the public as evidenced by (House of Lords Library,2023), who stated ‘’officers should recognize that the power of the police is dependent on public trust, approval and respect’’. This dissertation will examine how incidents of police corruption, abuse of power and other forms of misconduct negatively affect public trust and confidence and how they reduce the police’s power to effectively serve and protect the public. Furthermore, this dissertation will examine the effects of corruption and misconduct on the police internally within their own ranks and what different forms of corruption are seen within the police service such as ‘'cover ups, scandals and other unethical behavior's resulting from corruption within the police service’’. (Salame.C, 2020). The scope of the research conducted during this dissertation will include a review of case studies from various sources that will provide an understanding into exactly how cases of corruption and misconduct impact the police service and the public.
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The importance and relevance of this topic cannot be overstated as issues with police corruption have gathered an increase in attention over recent years with the police implementing new measures to assist in preventing or detecting corruption or misconduct within its own ranks as shown by (South Wales Police, 2024), who stated ‘’The Home Office announced that all forces must check their workforce, following several high profile national cases involving police officers being convicted of serious offences’’. When the police abuse their powers or act outside the boundaries of the law, they also risk harming the relationship between themselves and the public who they rely on to effectively carry out their duties on a day to day basis as mentioned by (Office of Justice Programs, 1982), ‘’Police corruption undermines the confidence of the public in the police, destroys respect for the law and harms police morale’’. Understanding the different aspects that come into play for corruption to develop within the police service will help create and implement strategies that can then be put into place to help in detecting and preventing it more effectively, ‘’having a common level of knowledge and understanding into the development of corruption will help in instilling strategies to help prevent it’’. (Newburn.T, 1999). 
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Research question
What is the impact of police corruption and misuse of power on both public trust and the internal cohesion of the police?

Objective 1: To identify what the most commonly known forms of corruption are within the police and what are the underlying causes that are responsible.

Objective 2: To research and assess the impact of police corruption on public trust and the public's perception of the police

Objective 3: To examine the effects of police corruption on the morale and overall operational effectiveness of the police and their ability to carry out their duties

image.png




