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Geography and History



Why is geography important?

* Because without understanding the geography
of a region its history makes no sense!

* Geography can answer many questions that
are otherwise impossible to answer with other

means.



Geography tools

The Barrington Atlas of the Classical World

Descriptions and guidebooks on the relevant
regions (will give you an idea of terrain)

Use Google Earth and the available
photographs on Google maps. They can give
you an idea of the terrain.

Check out the sources you have read as to
what geographical information they provide
for you.



What you need to do?

* Don’t just check a map once in a while

 Make sure that you have geographically
placed everything that you read or hear in
lectures and seminars.



EXAMPLES AND ISSUES FROM
GREEK HISTORY



the Athenian empire

The Athenian Empire at the brink of the
Peloponnesian War (431 BCE)

Aegina (456)
® City-sate (date captured)
Cleruchy (Athenlan garrison) (date)

*
* Rebellion against Athens tdate)
§  Athenian territory

Territory of allied city-states

Thrace district

Hellespontic district

lonic district

Carian district (joined with ionic after 438)

Islands district [I— —1




© Major Cities
Athentan League
B Spartan Allies




Brasidas’ campaign to the north

The Athenian Empire at the brink of the
Peloponnesian War (431 BCE)

Aegina (456)
® City-sate (date captured)
Cleruchy (Athenlan garrison) (date)

*
* Rebellion against Athens tdate)
§  Athenian territory

Territory of allied city-states

Thrace district

Hellespontic district

lonic district

Carian district (joined with ionic after 438)

Islands district [I— —1
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