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Serious and organised crime (SOC) is defined as individual's who plan co-ordinate and carry out serious crime (Home Office, 2019). Some examples of these could include child sexual abuse, money laundering and drug trafficking (Home Office, 2014). These crimes can be committed for personal gain and most often, financial gain (Crown Prosecution services (CPS), 2014). 
[bookmark: _Int_RLGB33KE]SOC affects numerous citizens in several ways. It has a direct and daily impact on all citizens and communities, can exploit the vulnerable and influence the UK economy including business (House of Lords library, 2020). The National Crime Agency (NCA) (2022) states that SOC has a “corrosive” effect within the areas previously mentioned and that it kills more people every year than natural disasters, war and terrorism combined. Throughout this research there are three main areas that are currently under an immediate threat due to serious and organised crimes, these are exploitation of the vulnerable, the impact on communities and the impact on the UK economy. This research will focus on the offences of child sexual abuse and modern slavery which have an impact on the exploitation of the vulnerable; drug dealing and gangs, which have a major effect on communities, and how money laundering and cyber-crime has an impact on the UK economy. 
The first area that will be looked at is the exploitation of the vulnerable and the main threats posed to this area. Children and young people face major threats due to their vulnerability. This could be due actions faced by their careers or someone who engages with the childs social or physical life (Office for health improvement and disparities, 2022). The Office for National Statistics (2021) states that in the year ending March 2019, around 3.5% of men and 11.5% women were a victim of sexual abuse before their 16th birthday. This is an estimate of 3.1 million people who were affected. However, the true prevalence of child sexual abuse may be difficult to ascertain due to the hidden nature of this crime (NSPCC, 2021). 
Mcelvaney (2013) show that 24% of children who have experienced child sexual abuse have disclosed this information within 24 hours after, 26% never told anyone up until the study 31% told someone a year or over a year and 19% disclosed to someone the abuse within one month. Some of the main factors of children not wanting to tell someone is the feeling of embarrassment, not being believed and that their abuser is someone they trusted (HM Government, 2021). 
Children’s mental and physical health is disrupted if they were abused when younger. Problems in later life include self-harm and suicide, eating disorders, violent behaviour when older and a tendency to become addicted to drugs and alcohol (Harper et al, 2017). 
Sexual abuse of children is an Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE). ACE’s involves children under the age of sixteen and is when they experience traumatic events which could include all types of abuse and neglect or witnessing such events (Child Welfare, 2016). Abuse can affect a child into their adult life which can have major consequences, as stated previously, such as mental health issues and addiction, this could be avoided with early intervention. Harris (2014) states that the harmful effects of this when she shows us how abuse can lead to physical health complications later in life, including delayed and disrupted brain development, hormonal systems, and immune system. Having these ACEs which includes sexual abuse as a child can also change ones DNA and triple the risk of heart disease and lung cancer which can all lead to a 20-year difference in life expectancy (Harris, 2014). Within today's society there is more of a threat of child sexual abuse due to the access of online sources and social media. This is due to the distribution of indecent images through the means of the internet (Colley, 2019).
Another hidden crime that has a major impact on exploitation of the vulnerable is modern slavery and human trafficking. As numbers and statistics are hard to find, it is impossible to get an exact number, however, the National Crime Agency (2023a) says they know it is on the rise. It is shown that children make up 27% of all human trafficking victims worldwide, which also is a current threat for abuse and previously mentioned threats. It is also shown that girls are targeted more, and a huge issue is they may have to live with the lifelong effects of gender inequality and gender-based violence. Both male and female children would be at risk for sexual abuse and forced marriages (Save the Children, 2023). The threat of this has seen to increase due to the COVID-19 pandemic as they get “side-lined” during this time and the lockdown and isolation (Brotherton et al, 2022). 
It is important to see the signs of a child being exploited as it can result in a vulnerable child being targeted and criminally exploited. These signs could be self-harming, or being in a relationship with someone older than them as this could be a case of grooming or being isolated and being absent and not doing well in school (Ainscough et al, 2018). Children who are at risk of being targeted by gangs and drug crime can be groomed, abused physically or emotionally, sexually exploited, or trafficked. This poses current threats such as drug addiction, self-harm, putting themselves and others in dangerous situations and having long term impact in their educations (NSPCC, 2019).
Children who are associated with gangs are more likely to experience parental substance misuse, neglect and have offending in the family, and are at higher risk of mental health difficulties (Childrens Commissioner, 2019), all of which are ACE’s, which only widens the threat to children (Harris, 2014). It is estimated that within England in the year 2018, there are 46,053 aged 10–18 years who are a part of a gang (Finlay, 2018). 
Not only does SOC affect the vulnerable but it also affects communities all over the UK. The main threat to communities is from those who use crime to get profits within the criminal marketplace such as drug dealers and street gangs, who will also use violence (National Crime Agency, 2020). 
Section 34(5) of the Policing and Crime Act 2009, as amended by the Serious Crime Act 2015 shows that something is ‘gang related’ when it occurs or is related to a group that either consists of three or more people or has certain characteristics that can be identified by others as a group. A street gang would be the local drug dealers for example and are seen by others, and see themselves, as a group whose identity is crime and violence. The bigger gangs and organised criminal gangs are seen as a group of people whose involvement with crime and violence is for a financial gain or other personal gain, and even their job (Ashton et al, 2020). 
There is a current threat to the younger generations from street gangs as they are more likely to be influenced into the gang. There could be many reasons for this such as a financial gain for themselves or their families, or getting peer pressured into it, or as explained they may be vulnerable children being exploited. The dangers of this are after getting involved these young people may be blackmailed, trafficked, start abusing drugs themselves and even get put into a dangerous situation. This could involve themselves getting hurt or threats on their friends and families if they do something wrong or do not comply (NSPCC, 2019).
Within gangs across the UK, drug smuggling and dealing is very widespread and a large part of being a gang member. This is a major issue within communities with 210,000 drug offences recorded by police in 2020/21. The National Crine Agency (2018) state that 65% of SOC are involved in drug crime. This has shown to have increased from 2019/20 by 19% (House of Commons Library, 2021). Drug dealing poses a huge threat to communities as the younger generation are at more of a risk with drug use among 15-year-olds having risen since 2018. The most used drug within the UK, which is cannabis, has been the same for a long time, followed by cocaine, ketamine, MDMA and amphetamines. Within prisons, synthetic cannabinoid receptor agonists most commonly known as spice are the most used (Public Health England, 2021). 
Drug related deaths are a major threat, with 4859 deaths or 84.4 deaths per million people due to drug poisoning in England and Wales in 2021 alone. This has increased from 2020 by 6.2%. The age where the deaths are the highest are	 those aged 45-49. It has also been shown that opiates are the leading cause of these deaths making up 45.7% of the people who died, and 840 of the deaths involved cocaine. The statistics significantly vary from 2011 where 112 deaths were related to cocaine (Office for National Statistics, 2021). Carrell (2021) states that drugs are a public health emergency as these deaths have reached an all-time high, especially with the pandemic worsening the situation for drug addicts and people with mental health issues trying to find a way to cope. 
Another main threat in relation to drugs is that a lot of drugs are laced with Illicitly manufactured fentanyl. This is an extremely strong opioid, stronger than heroin and morphine. Some drug manufacturers lace other drugs such as cocaine with this substance which makes it more powerful and cheaper to sell. However, this comes with risks as it is untraceable to the people who buy these drugs (Home Office, 2023).
The devasting effect drugs have on people is only one part of the threat. It is also a major contemporary issue for the economy. It is shown that the economic and social costs from the use of illegal drugs is an estimated £11Bn. These costs are associated with the NHS’ involvement, crime, and the deaths (Public Health, 2018).
Public Health (2018) state that some of these costs provide well-funded drug services to help people who are in need, as this helps to decrease crime, support individuals, and improve people's health. The Home Office (2021) has said there has been a recorded £780 million to rebuild the drug treatment system. 
Another area of harm caused to the UK economy due to SOC is money laundering. This allows organised crime, such as drug trafficking, to advance their crimes and help to conceal their profits. Money laundering can threaten the UK economy institutions and infrastructure, national security, national prosperity, and reputation. It is estimated that the scale of money laundering that is impacting the UK is in the hundreds of billions pounds every year, however due to its hidden nature, there are no exact figures (National Crime Agency, 2023b).
Money laundering is costing the UK over £100bn a year. It is used by criminals and terrorists to move funds and pay for assets. High volumes of criminal money flowing through the UK results in a loss of confidence in the UK economy which has far reaching consequences for us all. It will result in an undermining of financial markets, loss of control of economic policy and a loss of revenue in business and their reputations could be at risk (National Crime agency, 2019). In the modern day, offenders who want to launder their money may do so online. Cyber laundering is a type of money laundering that uses technology and other digital platforms that are available today to help hide and transfer their illegal funds (Wronka, 2022).
Cybercrime is when someone uses the means of technology to commit crimes such as hacking computers and stealing confidential information (Crown Prosecution services, 2019). However, due to this crime being underreported, it is difficult to find statistics of the costs and scale of the problem. It was estimated that within the year ending September 2019, one million cybercrimes were committed against households alone (National crime agency, 2020). 
Cybercrime is a major contemporary issue and costs a lot, with an estimate cost of £27bn a year. It is thought that the majority of this is from theft of Internet Protocol (IP) from UK business at a cost of £9.2bn a year. This number is also thought to be much greater (Cabinet Office, 2011).
[bookmark: _Int_qUDe6IWT]Cybercrime could also negatively affect the vulnerable and communities due to being exploited through phishing which could be done by emails and getting personal information which could lead to bank accounts being hacked or asking for money directly. Personal cybercrime and fraud are shifting more to businesses due to the public being more alert to fraud and different types of cybercrime (National Crime Agency, 2023c). 
However, this could also negatively affect communities as people may be less trusting and start to believe everyone may be untrustworthy and trying to trick them out of money or personal data. It also may affect someone's confidence when using a computer or digital device, which could be a disadvantage to UK workers who work with electronic devices or the internet (Victim Support, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_QdjTGN58]In conclusion, all SOC has major impacts on areas such as vulnerable people, communities and the UK economy and has been responsible for hundreds of deaths (The National Crime Agency, 2022). Child sexual abuse has been shown to be a hidden crime that affects the vulnerable (NSPCC, 2022) and people who are victimised will suffer greatly with both their mental and physical health (Queensland Government, 2018). This is also shown through the ACE study (Harris, 2014). Another SOC that affects the vulnerable is modern slavery (Save the Children, 2023).
Gangs and drug dealing affects communities all over the UK. There is a danger that the younger generations will be peer pressured to engage in these criminal activities, which puts them and their families in danger (NSPCC, 2019). Drug dealing has an impact on those who buy the drugs as drug related deaths are at an all-time high (Carrel, 2021; Office for National Statistics, 2021). 
The UK economy also suffers from SOC. This could be through money laundering, which causes the UK billions of pounds each year (National crime agency, 2019). Cybercrime also poses a threat, this could be to peoples personal and confidential information (CPS, 2019) and costs the UK over £20Bn a year (Cabinet Office, 2011).
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