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ESSAY QUESTIONS:  944 WORDS 
MUSLIM WOMEN AND FRENCH SOCIETY
Introduction
The role and the status of Muslim woman has always been a subject of dilemma and discussions during centuries. Is Islam a religion which try to subdue women to men or to emancipate them and protect them against many threats around them?
[bookmark: _GoBack]We will try, in this essay, to answer to this question, taking into example the Islamic hijab. It is one of the most cleaving subjects of discussion in France. Is it a simple cloth by which women are regarded as subordinate to men, a symbol of political Islam, as Manuel Valls claimed several times?

1- Two visions of one religion
For anti-Muslim people, Islam is clearly a religion which stamp out women from all their freedom rights. According to them clearly do not forbid the incision of young daughters and provide the double of inheritance to men than women. According to their analyze of Islamic rules (Sharia’), Islam is unfair and promote a phallocratic vision of society.
On the other side, Muslim scholars and intellectuals reply to all these attacks arguing that Islamic sources consolidate the protection and the good behavior with women. Several hadith and Quran verses provides many rights to women that were not reachable for women in many other cultures and religions.
History is also a proof; many Muslim Women provided the perfect example that they were not subdued to men. Fatima Al Fihria created the oldest University in the world at Fez according to Edmond Pauly[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Edmond Pauty, Le plan de l’Université Qarawiyin à Fès, Hespéris, IV, 1923, p. 539.] 


2- Secularism and hijab

France is a secularist country since 1789 and the main definition of secularism has a different sense in France. If in all the other countries secularism represent the total neutrality of the government in front of religious questions, in France this definition stretches to become an obligation of non-expressing any belief in the public shared space.
The best example of the evolution of the French secularism can be illustrated by the “Creil event”. In 1989: many Muslim were banned from their school because of their Islamic Hijab. Then, a media uproar occurred during several months and years. At the beginning, regarding the French constitution, the French parliament passed a clear position: “According to Human rights courts, any religious symbol shall be accepted at school provided that it does not represents a threat to students security or integrity”[footnoteRef:2]. Then, gradually, the position of French institution changed up to the total prohibition of any religious symbol in the French school in 2004. [2:   parliamentary opinion n° 346893, 27 November 1989.] 

And since 2004, Hijab has been more and more banned from public places in France. By means of many ministerial circulars, Hijab is now totally barred from public administrations (March, 3rd 2011), hospitals (February, 2nd 2005) and even for Muslim mothers who want to accompany children during school trips or visits (December, 4th 2009). Currently, the subject of debate is University, on 2017, during the presidential campaign, Nicolas Sarkozy proposed to ban it even from Universities, when he was told that it was non-constitutional to make it he replies “it is not a problem, if we need to change French Constitution in order to make it, we will do it”[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  https://www.la-croix.com/Actualite/France/Pourquoi-le-port-du-voile-est-il-permis-a-l-universite-2015-03-18-1292581] 


3- The rise of physical aggressions
In parallel with the raising number of law forbidding Hijab in public institutions in France, the number of Islamophobic attacks against Muslim women wearing hijab has severely increased during last years. It grew up from 108 attacks in 2012 in France to 905 in 2015[footnoteRef:4]. Behind these overall figures are hidden several reasons: the misunderstanding and amalgam between Islam and terrorism added to the upward terrorists’ attacks on France, the feeling of Islamic invasion by French native people due to the visible character of Islam and the relentless mention of Islam on media. Also, these numbers and statistics does not reveal the real impact of Islamophobia in French society: the French Muslim Feminist association Lallab claims that many Muslim Women are frequently suffering from discrimination during recruitment processes[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  CCIF report of 2017]  [5:  https://www.islamophobie.net/articles/2018/02/16/porter-le-voile-en-entreprise-le-quotidien-de-ces-femmes-temoignages/] 


4- The increase of Muslim women entrepreneur
Regarding to this difficult context many Muslim women have turned themselves to entrepreneurship[footnoteRef:6], avoiding at the same time to be subordinated to a coercive atmosphere and finding a real way of social and professional independence. They create their own business or company and generate by the same occasion an informal economy.  Some recent studies showed also that many Muslim qualified officers and executives used to flee from France to some more pleasant countries, this concept is called by young Muslim the Hijra[footnoteRef:7].  [6:  http://www.leparisien.fr/espace-premium/seine-et-marne-77/musulmanes-et-chefs-d-entreprise-21-11-2016-6354189.php]  [7:  http://www.lefigaro.fr/actualite-france/2015/02/20/01016-20150220ARTFIG00078-la-hijra-ces-musulmans-qui-quittent-la-france-pour-pratiquer-un-islam-sain.php] 



5- Conclusion
Through the essay, we have seen that Muslim women can be subdued to foreign pressure and assaults due to multiple reasons. French stance on the Hijab issue can seems to be akward: France want to liberate women from men domination and provide them freedom by inhibiting them to wear hijab in public institutions. 
Muslim women who want to practice their religion peacefully may have several difficulties in France, most of them have to make a choice: either wearing the hijab and forget all dream of a professional flourished life or deciding to leave it and live with a kind of spiritual frustration if they want to wear it. However, women seem to be more and more organized and structured in order to find alternative solutions.
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