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A review of the ‘International handbook of Victimology’

The International handbook of Victimology which has been edited by Shoham, Knepper, and Kett in 2010 is an accumulation and cooperation of sociologists and criminologists, one being Nils Christie who was the first person to identify the ‘ideal victim’. This publication provides the audience with a guide to the emerging and existing issues in Victimology internationally such as the treatment of victims and victim rights. The combination of scholars from multiple countries to discuss the core of victimology in a specific country which provides the reader with a well-rounded view of newly emerging issues in a specific country. Each chapter in this handbook provides the reader with a new issue and topic of Victimology and discusses research and the contemporary understanding of issues in this field. Due to the depth of this book each chapter is segmented into its respected subtopics which improves audience experience and navigation and contains the literature from different authors. 
Chapter one is segmented into nine subtopics which provides the audience with the context of historical theories of Victimology combined with the definition of a victim and how a victim is identified. This chapter also addresses and investigates the gap between a victim’s subjective experience and the interpretation of that experience by others. Christie 1986 believes the gap between the subjective experience and the external interpretation has not only been ignored in conventional victimology but also that the gap may never be closed. This proposal may be strengthened in Saeed 2015 as “victimhood is a contextualised concept embedded in a countries cultural, economic and social norms and realities” (Saeed 2015, p. 169). Saeed, 2015 suggests that the third-party interpretation of a victim changes between cultures such as between the UK and Afghanistan. 
Additionally Shoham also addresses how an individual may become a victim both directly and indirectly saying “a person can also suffer seriously when a negative, uncontrollable event occurs not to him or herself but to a member to his or her family, relative, or to a close friend” (Strobl, p. 19). Furthermore, there is also an acknowledgment of the collective victimisation theory which addresses the issue where the motive of an individual is not solely directed to the victim but also all members of a social category be it race or socio-economic. 
Chapter two of the International handbook of Victimology addresses the justice for victims and how victims were treated historically in the Justice System. This chapter begins with the identification in the 1970’s that victims were a forgotten party in the Justice System. It’s also said in this chapter that it wasn’t until the 1980’s where the victims of crime were included into the justice system. In the 1970’s victims were considered to be witnesses against crimes of the state and Christie makes the argument in chapter two that ‘in common law or adversarial criminal systems the trial is based on two parties: the State and the accused. These two parties, both armed with the law to protect them battle it out before a judge” (Wemmers, p. 28). Shoham et al. 2010 also draws upon the issue that victims are treated like witnesses especially during the cross examination by the defence and argues that the “insensitivity of criminal justice authorities can lead to secondary victimisation” (Shoham et al, 2010, p.28). 
[bookmark: _Toc41073169]However, in Vanfraechem et al. 2014, the Justice for Victims: Perspectives on rights, transition and reconciliation, there is a more surgical analysis of the rights and treatment of victims in the justice system. Chapter one provides a more in-depth explanation to the change in the participation of victims in the justice system as “the emergence, first, of a renewed second-generation feminism deploring the treatment of female victims of rape and domestic violence as secondary victimisation” (Vanfraechem et al, 2014, p. 11). This publication additionally addresses different countries with more scope than the international handbook as there is a depiction of the inclusion of the victimisation of women, native Canadians, elderly and disabled in the Federal Provincial task force on Justice for Victims but however excluded young men and homosexuals as at this time they lacked public sympathy. 
[bookmark: _Toc41073170]Furthermore, Vanfraechem et al. 2014 also identified that the depiction of victimisation needs refining to ensure only those who are victims of serious crime receive support and rights. There is also a reference to the Rebuilding Lives: supporting Victims of Crime 2005 white paper which provides clarification on the depiction of a victim saying, “even relatively minor crimes can be traumatic, but the most serious cause enormous emotional and physical harm” (Cited in Vanfraechem et al. 2014, p. 16). This brings into perspective that perhaps not all victims need support and to support all victims may cause the generalisation of victimisation which may lead to victims of serious crime missing out on support.
[bookmark: _Toc41073171]In conclusion, the International Handbook of Victimology is a good publication for an audience to gain background knowledge in the subject and it provides insight to the emerging and existing issues in Victimology such as the development of the inclusion of victims in the Justice system and the complex issue of secondary victimisation. 
[bookmark: _Toc41073172]However, Vanfraechem et al, 2014 provides the audience with a more in-depth analysis of the history of the treatment of victims in court and their rights and identifies why such changes occurred. 
[bookmark: _Toc41073173]One shared flaw both publications suffer is the lack of inclusion of disabled and homosexual victims and when they received equal treatment in the justice system. It may be believed that these two categories of victims are forgotten as they may potentially come under other categories such as victims of a hate crime or sexual assault.


















The Treatment of VictimsVictim Compensation  
A victim of serious crime may be eligible for compensation if the offender refuses to pay for your injuries or loss. 

The Victim compensation scheme may cover 
· Loss of earnings
· Personal injury resulting from abuse both physical and mental
· Funeral payments 
· Special expenses payments to cover injuries which are not free of charge

Definition of a Victim
· Under the Victims code of practise 2015 version Victims are identified as 
· “A natural person who has suffered harm, including, mental or emotional harm or economic loss, which was directly caused by a criminal offence,
· A close relative of a person whose death was directly caused by a criminal offence. "Close relative" is defined as the spouse, the partner, the relatives in direct line, the siblings and the dependants of the victim. Other family members, including guardians and carers, may be considered close relatives at the discretion of the service provider” (CPS, 2020).
In the 1970’s there was no representation in the criminal justice system for victims of crime and they were considered witnesses to a crime against the state.

A change in 1980’s saw more representation for victims in the Justice System. 
1985 saw the creation of United Nation’s Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power. This declaration created the Victim’s Assistance Programme which assesses the 
· Rate of victimisation
· The type of victimisation
· Gain an understanding of the needs of victims under the jurisdiction
· Assess the available resources to meet victims needs
· To identify what barriers prevent victim participation in criminal investigations


· 
· 
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The protection of Victims in the Criminal Justice system
The Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 provides protection for victims and witnesses in court. 

Section 17 provides protection for victims and witnesses who fear about testifying. 
Under this section the courts must take into account the 
· age of the witness,
· the nature of alleged circumstances of 
the offence to which the proceedings relate 

Section of 2 (d) of the Act also protects the victim or witness against 
the behaviour of the accused, family of the accused or other witnesses. 

The special measures taken to protect witnesses and victims alike consist of 
· Screening from accused
· Evidence by live link
· Evidence given in private
· Removal of wigs and gowns 
· Aids to communication 
· Video recorded evidence in chief 
· Examination of witness through intermediary 










The treatment of Victims
Due to increased understanding and support of victim, there has been an increase in the participation of victims in court cases. Statistics provided by the victim’s commissioner for England and Wales show that between a 3-year period 84.8% of victims in 2014/5 believe that they were treated fairly in Court and 90.5% of victims believed that court staff treated them with respect. These figures have not changed significantly over a period of 3 years. However, there has been a significant reduction in victims participating in court cases from 4.6% in 2014/15 to 3.7% in 2018/19 to may suggest victims are still scared to provide evidence in court. 










A reflective report on Assignment 2 of the Criminal Justice System, Youth Justice and prison System in England and Wales

The purpose of this reflective report is to address any issues I had with either my performance or with assignment 2 but also to identify and acknowledge my strengths and what I can do in the future to increase my performance as well as offer my opinion on possible improvements to the victimisation topic and the module as a whole. 
	An overview of the module was to learn about Youth Justice, Victimisation, imprisonment and the court system which is similar to a previous module, ‘Contemporary issues in the Criminal Justice System’ but provided more depth into victimisation and Youth Justice. The lectures themselves were structured well and provided a plethora of information, perhaps too much as I found it difficult to memorize what was being taught which resulted in me going through the lectures again through Moodle.  
	For the final assignment, I focused on Victimisation in the Criminal justice system as I had not covered this in my first assignment and was a separate interest of mine. Whilst conducting research for this topic I found the lecture slides to be most helpful as lectures 3 and four had a plethora of information to kickstart my research and solidify my interest further. 
	From these slides I was guided to a source which described and identified the ideal victim and the history of the treatment of victims in the Criminal Justice System. Despite the amount of information on the lecture slides, I was still limited to online research due to the COVID-19 virus meaning I could not visit the library and local libraries may not contain specialist material required for this assignment.  
The goals of this assignment
The overall aim if this assessment is to expand my critical thinking ability and to be put outside of my comfort zone with the completion of a new activity that I have not done before or have little experience doing thus stretching my academic capability and developing new abilities. Additionally, this assessment also provides me with the opportunity to be able to identify and reflect on my strengths and weaknesses and discover how I can improve on such areas.  


My performance during this assignment
This assignment was not one of the hardest but what made it hard was the exposure to new activities such as the poster or book review which I have not done much of as most of my academic career I have either produced reports, essays or presentations. Although the assignment was refreshing in its activities, I did have difficulty in choosing a topic and resource to base my book review on. 
	My scheduling for this assignment has improved since the last as once it was announced I started light research and planning which would aid in the formulation of the poster. Additionally, due to good time management I was able to submit a draft for this final assignment which has aided in the fine tuning or retying of the assignment 
What I found unsatisfactory with this final assignment was the word count as I believe the word count for the book review and the reflective report should have been switched which would have allowed for more analysis for the book review. Also, I would have appreciated more guidance material on Moodle for the formulation of the poster as I was not sure whether to produce it in word or PowerPoint. With additional research I decided that word was best suited for me.   	
The most challenging aspect of this assignment for me was getting the format right with the poster. As I have not made a poster since college, my skills in that area were lacking and on my search for the right layout I came across multiple guides recommending different layouts between word and PowerPoint. In the end I decided to complete the poster on word as I preferred it more. However, in the future I will be more equipped to make an academic poster due to this experience. 
Research material for the final Assignment 
This final assignment I aimed to maintain the sources as academic as possible which has led me to use more books and articles rather than media outlets. Research for the poster contained sources such as from the CPS as to obtain a reliable definition of a victim and the code of practise. The handbook on Justice for Victims, written by the United Nations office of Drug Control and Crime Prevention provides more specific information about the treatment and rights of victims which allowed me to formulate my poster concisely.  
	What I found interesting whilst researching around victimisation is the identification of secondary victimisation as well as the gap between the subjective experience and other people’s interpretation. From reading Shoham and Knepper (2010) I now have a broad understanding of the victimisation gap and that the gap depends on an individual’s experiences or social influence. 
How I have developed my academic skills 
Since doing the final assignment for this module, I have improved upon my assignment building techniques which will allow me to piece together an assignment be it a report or essay which flows and is critical. I have also identified my flaws being I don’t ask for help when I should, and I time an assignment badly resulting in a potentially rushed assignment which may cost me marks. To rectify these issues in the future I must put together a schedule to ensure I have enough time to research and compile an assignment and also expand on my assignment plan to include more areas of discussion before starting the assignment.   
Areas of victimisation I would want to expand on
From studying this module, I have grown an interest in Victimisation in the Criminal Justice System, more specifically the development of victimisation and the rights of a victim. Due to COVID -19 I would be unable to visit the university library so to establish a foundation point I would read the lecture presentation slides on victimisation and from this I can research areas of most interest such as the ‘ideal victim’ or ‘secondary victimisation’ on the internet which would allow me to discover publications such as articles and Journals.  One book I found to be of most use in this assignment which also aided in broadening of my knowledge was ‘Justice for Victims: Perspectives on rights, transition and reconciliation’ edited by Vanfraechem, et al. (2014) which provides detailed information on victim rights, transitional justice and trauma resilience and justice which aided in the depth of my knowledge of the topic but also aided in the creation of the poster. 
What I would do differently next time 
If I had to do this assignment again or an assignment which is outside of my comfort zone, I would start by asking for more guidance before attempting to plan it. This then would allow me to have a more rounded idea of what is being asked from me. Additionally, I would also send my assignment plan to my lecturer or mentor to see if I was in the right direction. 		Allowing myself more time to complete the assignment would result in more time for fine tuning of the assignment and a greater depth of research. This would allow for the discovery of more academic sources thus pulling me away from media reports. 			Once I have composed a draft, rather than reading over it myself, in the future, I would send it to my mentor for analysis as this may gain me a higher mark through their guidance and allow me to add in corrections. 
What I have learned from doing this assignment and module
This assignment has broadened my knowledge on victimisation, more specifically, victim rights, the history of the treatment of victims and the causes of secondary victimisation. This assignment has also provided me a chance to push my academic boundaries and extend my capabilities from solely reports and essays to posters, book reviews and personal reflection reports. I have also learned that asking for assistance is the best way to achieve a good grade as previously I had not submitted any drafts which may have impeded upon my grade.  	This module as a whole has been challenging as the COVID-19 virus has decreased the quality of teaching through the prohibition of physical lectures. Furthermore, although there has been an attempt to continue the lectures through the use of Moodle, the lack of a voiceover or other forms of additional assistance has made me feel like I am self-teaching topics in the module. Additionally, the limited guidance provided when attempting the final assignment in the lecture slides and supportive documents has left me confused and unsure about the task which resulted in the request for additional assistance from my mentor on multiple occasions. Although the master’s course is designed to develop independent learning and thinking I believe that assignment two was too independent and lacked direction. 
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