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Proposed Research

	Current Proposed Title (20 / 30 words):

	
How Does Heritage Education Influence the Preservation and Evolution of Welsh Identity Among Young People in Wales?


	 
Background & Context (approx. 500 words)


	
The relationship between heritage, identity and belonging has become increasingly important within Wales. Welsh identity has long been debated by academics who argue that national identity is shaped by a combination of historical, political, cultural and social influences rather than a single defining characteristic. Adamson suggests that ideas of nationhood in Wales have been influenced by class, political ideology and historical experience, while Balsom, Madgwick and van Mechelen demonstrate that understandings of Welsh identity have significant social and political consequences.¹ As a result, Welshness cannot be considered a fixed concept but instead reflects a variety of experiences and perspectives that continue to evolve.

Alongside these debates, heritage institutions have become increasingly important sites for public learning and cultural engagement. Museums, galleries and historic sites play a significant role in presenting narratives about the past and helping individuals connect with places, communities and cultural traditions. Falk and Dierking argue that museum learning is an active process in which visitors construct meanings through personal, social and environmental contexts rather than simply absorbing information.2  This perspective positions heritage organisations as spaces where individuals can engage critically with representations of history and culture. Kemeza further suggests that educational practice within galleries should encourage personal interpretation and individual meaning-making, allowing learners to relate heritage to their own experiences.3

Research in heritage and arts education also highlights the value of participation and dialogue in learning environments. Schlemmer, Carpenter and Hitchcock argue that socially engaged educational practices enable learners to reflect on social issues, citizenship and their relationship with wider communities.4  Such approaches are particularly relevant in Wales, where questions surrounding identity, belonging and cultural representation continue to be debated. Heritage education may therefore provide opportunities not only to learn about Welsh history but also to explore how Welshness is understood, challenged or reimagined.

Existing literature further emphasises the importance of locality and community in the construction of Welsh identity. Roberts argues that identity is often rooted in local experiences and collective memories, particularly within former industrial communities.5 Thompson and Day similarly demonstrate that national identity is shaped through everyday experiences and connections to place, illustrating the close relationship between local and national forms of belonging.6 These findings suggest that heritage sites, which frequently interpret local histories and community narratives, may have an important role in shaping how young people understand Welsh identity.

Despite substantial research on museum learning, heritage interpretation, and Welsh national identity, there remains limited investigation of the relationship among these fields. While scholars have explored how identities are formed and how heritage supports meaning-making, little research has examined how heritage education influences young people's perceptions of Welshness. This gap is significant because younger generations are developing identities within an increasingly diverse and multicultural Wales. Understanding whether heritage education reinforces traditional understandings of Welsh identity, encourages new interpretations, or simply provides a framework through which identities are expressed will contribute to both academic knowledge and professional practice. The research will therefore address an important gap in the literature by examining how heritage education contributes to the preservation, adaptation and evolution of Welsh identity among young people in contemporary Wales.
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1. David Adamson, Class, Ideology and the Nation: A Theory of Welsh Nationalism (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1991); Denis Balsom, Peter Madgwick and Dien van Mechelen, ‘The Political Consequences of Welsh Identity’, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 7 (1984), 160-81.
2. John H. Falk and Lynn D. Dierking, Learning from Museums: Visitor Experiences and the Making of Meaning (Plymouth: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers Inc., 2000).
3. Amy Briggs Kemeza, ‘Embracing Individualism and Encouraging Personal Style in Gallery Teaching’, Journal of Museum Education, 44.2 (2019), 147-54.
4. Ross H. Schlemmer, B. Stephen Carpenter II and Erika Hitchcock, ‘Socially Engaged Art Education: Practices, Processes, and Possibilities’, Art Education, 70.4 (2017), 56-59.
5. Brian Roberts, ‘Welsh Identity in a Former Mining Valley: Social Images and Imagined Communities’, in Nation, Identity and Social Theory: Perspectives from Wales, ed. by Richard Fevre and Andrew Thompson (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1999).
6. Andrew Thompson and Graham Day, ‘Situating Welshness: "Local" Experience and National Identity’, in Nation, Identity and Social Theory: Perspectives from Wales, ed. by Richard Fevre and Andrew Thompson (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1999).


	
Aims and Objectives (approx.. 250 – 500 words)

	Aim
To explore the role of heritage education in shaping young people's sense of identity and perceptions of Welshness and to investigate how heritage learning environments influence identity formation in Wales.  

Objectives
· Analyse how heritage education theories are applied within Welsh heritage sites.
· Explore young people's perceptions of Welsh identity and Welshness.
· Examine whether young people adopt, reject, or reframe traditional identity narratives.
· Investigate how political, historical, and socio-economic heritage narratives influence identity formation.
· Assess the role of Cynefin in supporting or potentially excluding diverse identities.
· Provide recommendations for heritage education practice. 

Together, these objectives will provide a comprehensive understanding of the relationship between heritage education and Welsh identity among young people in Wales. This is so that the research can address the gap in existing scholarship by examining how heritage learning environments influence perceptions of Welshness, belonging and identity formation. In doing so, it will contribute to academic debates surrounding heritage, education and national identity, while providing evidence that may support the development of more inclusive heritage learning practices across Wales.


	
Proposed plan of work including timetable 

	Proposed plan of work

In this section you will need to complete a proposed plan of your work explaining the timeline for key elements of the thesis. This can be set out as a table like below or as a gantt chart (for example)

This plan should indicate that the research will be completed by the end of the fee paying period (the minimum period of candidature.

	Planned Development (e.g. submission of form, completion of chapter, submission of thesis)
	Target Date

	Submission of PG1
	August 2026

	Initial literature review and refinement of research questions
	September 2026 - March 2027

	Identification of theoretical framework and completion of detailed literature review
	April - September 2027

	Completion of Literature Review chapter (draft)
	September 2027

	Refinement of methodology and selection of case-study sites
	October 2027 - January 2028

	Development of research instruments (interview schedules, questionnaires and observation frameworks)
	January - March 2028

	Ethics application and approval process
	March - June 2028

	Pilot study and refinement of methods
	June - July 2028

	Primary data collection (interviews, focus groups, questionnaires, observations and documentary analysis)
	September 2028 - August 2029

	Completion of data collection
	August 2029

	Data transcription, coding and analysis
	September - December 2029

	Completion of Methodology chapter
	October 2029

	Draft Findings chapter(s)
	January - March 2030

	Draft Discussion chapter
	April 2030

	Draft Conclusion and Recommendations chapter
	May 2030

	Complete full thesis draft submitted to supervisors
	May 2030

	Revisions following supervisory feedback
	June 2030

	Final proofreading, formatting and preparation for submission
	June - July 2030

	Thesis submission
	July 2030





	Proposed methodology (approx. 500 words):

	
To achieve the research aim and objectives, the study will combine qualitative and quantitative methods alongside documentary analysis. This mixed methods design will enable both the collection of rich personal experiences and the identification of broader patterns relating to identity, belonging and engagement with heritage. The use of multiple methods will also facilitate triangulation, strengthening the validity and depth of the findings.

The research will be conducted across a small number of carefully selected heritage organisations in Wales. Sites will be chosen on the basis that they actively engage with young people, have established education programmes and represent a range of heritage narratives, including industrial, cultural, social and historical perspectives. A case-study approach will allow for comparison between different heritage settings and educational practices while maintaining a manageable scope for doctoral research.

The primary participants will be young people aged approximately 11 to 18 who are taking part in heritage learning activities or visiting museums and heritage sites in Wales. Additional participants will include teachers and heritage learning practitioners involved in the planning and delivery of educational programmes. Semi-structured interviews will be undertaken with these groups to explore perceptions of Welsh identity, experiences of heritage learning and views on the relationship between heritage and belonging. The flexibility of semi-structured interviews will allow participants to discuss their experiences in their own terms whilst ensuring that key themes relevant to the research objectives are explored.

Focus groups with young people will provide opportunities to investigate how understandings of Welshness are discussed collectively. As identity is frequently shaped through social interaction, focus groups may reveal how young people negotiate, challenge or reinforce ideas of Welsh identity in discussion with their peers.
Participant observation will form an important component of the study. Observation of heritage learning sessions will allow examination of how narratives of Welshness and belonging are communicated within educational activities. In addition, in-gallery observations will explore how young people interact with museum and heritage spaces more generally, including the exhibits, stories or objects that attract their attention, the routes they take through exhibitions and the ways they engage with interpretive content. These observations may provide valuable insight into which aspects of heritage resonate most strongly with young people and whether these interactions appear connected to expressions of identity or belonging.

Documentary analysis will complement these methods through the examination of learning materials, interpretation panels, education resources and organisational learning policies. This analysis will investigate how Welsh identity, heritage and concepts of belonging are represented within formal heritage education content and whether these narratives align with the experiences and perspectives reported by participants.

To support the qualitative findings, questionnaires will be distributed to young participants to gather demographic information and identify broader trends relating to identity, heritage engagement and perceptions of Welshness. This quantitative element will provide contextual data that can be compared with interview, focus group and observational findings.

The project is considered feasible due to access to existing heritage education programmes, established museum and heritage-sector networks, and professional contacts developed through the researcher's current role. Data collection will utilise a manageable sample size and a combination of site visits and online interviews where appropriate. Ethical considerations will include university ethical approval, informed consent procedures, parental consent for younger participants where required, and measures to ensure anonymity and confidentiality. Potential challenges relating to participant access, school timetables and organisational permissions will be mitigated through early engagement with partner organisations and careful planning of fieldwork activities.
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	Facilities and resources available for the investigation: please indicate if you expect to need any special resources

	
· Access to the University library, electronic journals, databases and digital archives relating to heritage studies, museum education, identity studies and Welsh studies.
· Access to participating museums, galleries and heritage organisations across Wales that deliver educational programmes for young people.
· Use of existing professional networks and contacts within the heritage sector to facilitate communication with potential case-study sites and participants.
· Travel to selected heritage sites across Wales to undertake interviews, focus groups, participant observations and documentary analysis.
· Travel requirements will vary depending on the location of participating organisations.
· Costs will be met through personal funding and/or university research support where available.
· Access to learning materials, interpretation panels, education resources and organisational learning policies for documentary analysis.
· Use of recording equipment (digital audio recorder or secure online recording platforms) for interviews and focus groups.
· Access to secure University data storage systems for the storage, management and protection of research data in accordance with GDPR and University policies.
· Qualitative data analysis software, such as NVivo, to support the coding and thematic analysis of interviews, focus groups, observation notes and documentary evidence.
· Quantitative data analysis software, such as Microsoft Excel, to support analysis of questionnaire and survey data.
· Access to online meeting platforms (e.g. Microsoft Teams or Zoom) where interviews with teachers or heritage practitioners are conducted remotely.
· The project will involve fieldwork within museums and heritage organisations and will require:
· University ethical approval before data collection.
· Informed consent from all participants.
· Parental/guardian consent for participants under 18 where required.
· Permission from participating organisations and relevant gatekeepers (e.g. schools, teachers and heritage learning staff).
· At present, no highly specialised facilities or equipment are anticipated beyond standard university resources, software licences and access to participating heritage organisations.
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