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Knife Crime

[bookmark: _GoBack]Knife crime is a topic which is constantly popping up in the media, in all contexts, across the UK at present. There has been a various number of different views on knife crime, alongside it being linked to various theories within different media contexts which I would like to explore. These include an unsafe society, county lines, and gang culture. Although I will not be exploring these in depth, I feel that it is important to touch upon these viewpoints in order to create a bigger picture. 
To begin with, I would like to explore the current statistics of knife crime within England and Wales. Although knife crime is on the rise in the two countries, as statistics support, it is not more likely for someone to be using a knife to cause harm over other forms of physical violence, such as punching and hitting (Shaw, 2019). On the other hand, police recorded statistics are more bias towards those classed higher in harm, which are indicating that violent crime is on the rise (Shaw, 2019). Looking at Wales and England specifically, just over a fifth of the 21,484 reported offences by The Ministry of Justice were said to be individuals under the age of 18 years old (BBC, 2019). These statistics are showing the amount of young people involved in knife crime, as well further supporting the suggestions by Shaw (2019) that knife crime and/or use of offensive weapons is on the rise within the UK. 
Looking at the media’s perception of the rise in knife crime, it has been linked to gangs which are drug running across the UK; this is commonly known as ‘County Lines’. County lines are being viewed via the media as a main cause for the rise in knife crime recently, with a number of article headlines linking ‘county lines’ and ‘knife crime’ in the title (Collins and Ramzan, 2018; Quinn, 2019). Yet, can this be viewed as a new topic of concern, as the Home Office produced County Lines Guidance documents back in September 2018 which provides information on both what county lines is, and how to spot the early signs (Home Office, 2018). On the other hand, how effective could this information have been for individuals, if knife crime in Wales had risen by twenty-five percent in the space of a year in November 2018 (BBC Wales, 2018). 
Celebrities such as rapper Professor Green have also been having their say on knife crime in the UK (Sky News, 2018). Professor Green discussed the way in which society needs to change, commenting on the way no child should feel the need to carry a knife. He also noted that black youths have become the face of knife crime happening in the UK, making it appear that it is only an issue within young people of a certain race; although I could not find any statistics in order to support either side of the argument. I feel that a celebrity, such as Professor Green, taking a stand and talking about the way knife crime has been growing for years is an interesting viewpoint. Although, some could say he holds a bias viewpoint as he himself has been a victim of a stabbing, although not with a knife (Sky News, 2018). 
The Home Office set out a campaign in March 2018 called ‘#knifefree’ in order to reduce knife crime amongst young people within the UK. It was the intent of this campaign that it would make young people aware of the consequences of carrying a knife, and inspire young people to choose positive alternatives (Home Office and Atkins, 2018). The campaign was developed by working with and alongside anti-knife crime charities and victims and families of knife crime. By working with other organisations and individuals during the developing stages, it could be viewed upon as a real benefit to the success of the campaign. Although, knife crime has risen since the release of the campaign in early 2018, so this campaign could be viewed upon as unsuccessful in its approach to reduce knife crime amongst individuals across the UK; therefore the campaign could be viewed as unsuccessful. 
[bookmark: _Hlk3923148]Due to the current situation of increased knife crime within the UK, the Home Secretary has set out plans to improve the response to knife crime, alongside the introduction of new orders to prevent individuals from carrying blades. This includes the ability to place strict curfews and geographical restrictions on individuals as young as 12 years of age (Home Office and Javid, 2019). Although, some feel that this response to knife crime is simply not enough and is specifically targeting young people, rather than the wider issues of why there are so many knives being used in the UK as weapons (Ryan, 2019). Looking back at the statistics, figures show that in 2018, 37% of all offences led to imitate jail sentences (BBC, 2019), which could be seen as a temporary measure in order to avoid directly addressing the bigger picture of getting to the bottom of the issues which are leading the rise in knife crime across the UK. 
To conclude, there is no denying that there has been a rise in knife crime across the UK in recent weeks, with numbers as high as tripling in parts of Wales (BBC Wales, 2019). However, knife crime and young people being involved in gang cultures is not a new revelation. Nevertheless, Article 19 of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of The Child (2015) should be taken into account, as statistics are showing that children and young people are involved within knife crime across the UK  (Shaw, 2019).  The questions that we need to be asking are why is there such a rise in young people feeling the need to use and carry weapons across Wales, and other parts of the UK? Is knife crime only evident within gang cultures, and county lines, or could we be viewed upon as breeding a generation of young people who are scared not to carry a weapon, even if only in the form of ‘self-defence’? What can we do as a society to prevent young people from carrying weapons for the years to come? 
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Social Media: Recipe for exclusion?
Within this blog I will be exploring social media and the impact it is having on young people, and can it be concluded as to whether it is excluding young people. 
When we look at the impacts of social media on young people today, we tend to look at the negative impact rather than looking on the positive effects young people can experience through online social experiences. Through using social media, young people can connect with their friends who may be geographically distant, alongside the building of social skills through connecting electronically (Bradford, 2012, p.191; Foley and Leverett, 2011). On the other hand, it could be argued that young people are not naturally building social skills face-to-face, therefore losing out on natural engagement with their peers (Foley and Leverett, 2011, p.44). This in turn could be causing impacts of isolation from a young person’s ‘real’ life in there here and now (Jamieson, 2015).
Although electronic forms of communication and entertainment have been around for a long time, the concern has been ever growing for social media and the impacts it has on a young person’s development (Press Association, 2017). Social media has been linked within the media to bad mental health, and low self-esteem amongst children and young people (Doward, 2017). Yet, this could be looked upon in two ways. The first, being that social media and its content are causing negative effects on a young person’s well-being (Jamieson, 2015; Wakefield, 2018). Secondly, that it is down to the time that young people are spending on social media, drawing them away from leading active lifestyles, which, in effect, is the cause of their negative mental health and brain functions (NHS, 2018). 
Whatever way you look at social media, it is playing a big part in society today, having noticeable effects, and it does not appear to be changing any time soon (Brown, 2018). Therefore, as a society we need to approach the needs of young people and support them in order to use online social media platforms correctly. Although, it could be debated as to who should be supporting young people, as well as educating them around online safety. There are charities, such as NSPCC, that are advocating for child online safety, and specifically explain what a child can do through social media websites, explaining to adults what they can do to support children with internet safety (NSPCC, 2019).  I feel that it is the role and responsibility of all individuals who work and/or support young people, along with support, such as the NSPCC, to keep young people safe, in accordance to the UNCRC Article 36 (Welsh Government, 2015).
This new way of connecting with other individuals through social media could be viewed as changing the way of communication within our society (Mental Health Foundation, 2016). However, it could be argued that with an ever growing society becoming more dependent on an ‘indoor lifestyle’ and a growing fear for children and young people being unsafe to play in outdoor spaces, online social platforms have in turn become the new playground of today’s society (Foley and Leverett, 2011, p.36). From this argument alone, it could be viewed that society has pushed for interaction to happen in other forms, such as online, due to children and young people no longer being allowed outside due to ever-growing fears of safety (Palmer, 2006). 
To conclude, I feel that there is both pros and cons to social media. The way in which you use social media, and what you are using it for could be the difference between it being a positive or negative tool for children and young people (BBC News, 2013). Either way, I feel that there is a need to support children and young people whilst using social media platforms (Greenfield, 2008). Encouraging, as much as educating young people to be safe whilst navigating their way around social media will in turn support them in managing their online presence for employment prospects later down the line. 
I also feel that in order to support the wellbeing of children and young people, they needed to be supported to engage with their peers in different ways, such as play. I feel that being outdoors and having interactive engagement with other children and young people will not only support their development, but also enhance their communication skills, outside of electronic forms of communication, in-turn supporting individuals’ self-esteem (Play Wales, 2012). 
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Young People, empowered to speak, yet unheard: Youth work’s ability to support young people effectively. 
Within this blog I plan to explore the effectiveness of the support which youth work can provide, due to economic changes, and how it matters to young people. It has become evident in recent years that economic changes have led to the decline of youth service provisions within the UK, especially in Wales (BBC, 2018; Toynbee, 2018). With the decline of services in mind, it is becoming more challenging for young people today to access safe spaces; they may be finding themselves in challenging situations such as accusation of being ‘troublesome’ on the streets (Topping, 2011). It is, and always has been the intension that youth provisions, such as youth clubs, are able to provide safe spaces for young people aged 11-25 years (Sapin, 2013). 
Youth clubs often provide a safe space for many young people across the UK, on a voluntary engagement basis (Sapin, 2013). There are 5 main areas of youth work in Wales, these are Educative, Expressive, Participative, Inclusive and Empowering (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2013). Although youth work supports all these areas for young people’s development, there are rarely supporting press articles on the need for youth work provisions. However, I have recently found an article to suggest there is a ‘championing’ support of youth work provisions (Booth, 2019). Alongside this, young people have also been speaking out about the cuts to services; with some young people taking matters into their own hands and protesting about cuts to youth service provisions (BBC, 2019). By looking at these two article examples, some may say that youth work is in no doubt both a need, and a want for young people across the UK.
As we can see, cuts within Government funding are causing services to become few and far between for the young people needing support (Booth, 2019; Toynbee, 2018). Although others feel that by the retraction of youth services, and creation of more universal integrated services has affected all young people. This in turn causing services to be targeted at only individuals that are already in desperate need for support (Smith, 2018). I believe that although integrating services has been a positive move, in order to avoid cutting provisions altogether, the services have become more strained; as Smith (2008) suggests by only those that are in desperate need of support are receiving any, rather than services being able to support individuals before they reach a crisis situation. An example of this would be that young people reaching out for support from Mental Health Services has more than doubled in England over the past two years (Schraer, 2019). This would indicate that more services and/or support are needed for young people in order to support their mental health effectively. 
Young people are facing new challenges every day in society, in this case we are looking at economic changes which have forced changes in provision to adapt to these new expectations. The cut in services has also been linked to a rise in crime, indicating that young people are turning to crime as there are no other services to become a deterrent for engagement in criminal activities (Reality Check team, 2018) Prout (2005) would argue that young people are being moved around by society, and adults from safe space to safe space; thus not giving children and young people the opportunities to engage outside of regulated spaces. Yet, youth provisions i.e. youth clubs, do provide ‘safe spaces’ for young people, however a young person would engage in the provision on a voluntary basis (Curran, Harrison and Mackinnon, 2013, p.127), therefore it may not be seen by some as moving young people from safe space, to safe space, rather young people engaging in each space voluntarily.
To summarise, I feel that although youth work will inevitably have to change and adapt with the ever-growing changes to our society. Although the economic changes have not been for the better and caused vast disruption and confusion to our young people, the protests are a clear example of this (BBC, 2019). Young people are often encouraged to speak out about what matters to them, and the young people involved within this protest are a prime illustration of the way young people feel about services that support them being cut. I feel that this protest represents, not just these young people, but the effects cuts on services are having to many young people all around the UK. 
Cuts appear to be evident whether there are young people speaking out or not; therefore, we must ask are young people being consulted, as per UNCRC Article 12, whilst these changes are being made on behalf of young people across the UK (Welsh Government, 2015). The impact of this not only short term, but in the long term could lead to detrimental effects in poor mental health, as they are unable to obtain the real support of which they are entitled to as young people (Welsh Government, 2015; Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2013). 
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