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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

There are many different pieces of legislation that state how a practitioner needs to practice, to manage safeguarding effectively. There are national legislations and local legislations that local authorities will use to inform their practice. Within Wales, safeguarding is outlined in Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A 2014). Part 7 places a statutory duty on practitioners to report safeguarding concerns, reinforcing the principle that safeguarding is a shared responsibility (SSWB(W)A 2014).

Within Section 126 under Part 7, it states local authorities are required to investigate potential abuse or neglect of an adult who is deemed to be at risk. An adult at risk is a person who is deemed to have care and support needs and is unable to protect themselves from harm. Without these factors, an adult is not deemed to be at risk (SSWB(W)A 2014). If a local authority receives a report sharing adult safeguarding concerns, the local authority have a duty, under Section 126 to make an inquiry into the safeguarding concerns. The social worker has seven working days to complete their enquiries (SSWB(W)A 2014).

In addition to legislation, Wales has developed the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, which provide practical guidance for professionals across all sectors. These procedures support the implementation of the SSWB(W)A 2014 and ensure consistency in safeguarding practice throughout the country. They also provide easy read versions of legislation and have an app that you can access via your mobile phone making it easier for people to access. 

Nationally, there is legislation that safeguards adults. The Human Rights Act 1998 contains Articles which state what rights a human has. The Articles all relate to adult safeguarding but the most relevant are Article 2, 3, 5 and 8. These Article show professionals what rights all humans have in life, even if they lack capacity.

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) is also legislation that safeguards adults in England and Wales. The MCA supports adults who lack capacity. This act introduced the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS). DoLS is something that supports vulnerable adults in care homes or hospitals that may have their liberty limited. DoLS was introduced to ensure that these limitations were put in place in the best interest of the person. A DoLS will be applied for if a person lacks capacity, is under continuous supervision and is unable to leave the facilities due to concerns for their wellbeing (Social Care Institute of Excellence 2022).

The Local Authority I work within, is part of a safeguarding board. This safeguarding board contributes to the Local Authority’s protection and prevention plans as well as raising awareness to safeguarding by completing our Adult Practice Reviews and providing learning from this (XXXX 2025).

The local authority I work within has a Policy Development Officer. The role of this person is to ensure that local authority’s policies and procedures are up to date and are in line with local and national policies and procedures. All workers have access to Sharepoint where they can access up to date policies and procedures they need to follow in relation to safeguarding adults. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Adult’s and children’s safeguarding differs in a few different ways. There are different pieces of legislation that apply to children’s and adult safeguarding. Although the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSW(W)A 2014) has provided a more holistic approach to safeguarding, there are different sections within it that apply to the different area of safeguarding, showing how safeguarding works differently in adult’s and children’s safeguarding. 

Within adult safeguarding, a person is deemed to be at risk if they have care and support needs and are unable to protect themselves from harm. One of the main causes for a person being deemed unable to protect themselves is due to capacity. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA 2005) defines a person as lacking capacity if they are unable to make a specific decision for themselves, at the time it needs to be made. This could be due to the mind or brain being affected by dementia, learning disabilities, a brain injury, mental health conditions or even substance misuse (MCA 2005).A person has the right to make unwise decisions. One of the key principles within the Mental Capacity Act 2005 states that a person should not be assessed as lacking capacity simply because they make an unwise decision. 

From the age of 16, the MCA 2005 will likely be used when considering a young person’s capacity. If a child is younger than 16, a child will be assessed using the Gillick competence test. This assessment will ensure that a child is able to make informed decisions about something and can understand the implications those decisions may have. The Fraser guidelines will also be used for young people wishing to access sexual health advice and contraception (NSPCC Learning 2022).

In children’s safeguarding, children are considered to be vulnerable due to their age and their dependency on the adults around them. For children’s safeguarding, you do not need consent from parents to agree for a Child Protection Investigation to take place if the child is deemed to be at risk of significant harm (SSW(W)A 2014). In children’s safeguarding, decisions are if both the child and their carer are deemed to not be able to keep them self. This includes them both, or just the parents making unwise decisions which puts the child at risk of harm.

Both children at risk and adult’s at risk of harm depend on others around them to help keep them safe. Often, children rely on their parents to care for them and keep them safe, whereas adults will often rely on care providers or settings to safeguard them from harm. 
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