

The dissertation is the fruit of an independent research project undertaken by you. This is a substantial piece of independent personal research, based upon a topic of personal interest to you and determined by the nature of the programme up to this point. Guided independent study will allow you to further your independent learning skills with appropriate support. 
The dissertation module gives you the opportunity to identify an appropriate and meaningful research question and develop appropriate methodological and theoretical approaches to answer this research question. The focus of study is identified by you and then approved by your dissertation supervisor. 
You are expected to begin planning your dissertations over the summer once you have completed level 5.
You are expected to identify a body of material to study, develop an appropriate and meaningful research question, consider appropriate methodological and theoretical approaches to answer this research question, and to situate your work within the wider academic literature of the chosen discipline. 
At the beginning of semester 1 you will prepare an essay plan that will be discussed with your dissertation supervisor and assessed (5% of the overall mark for this module). You will continue to discuss the dissertation over Moodle, or email or Skpy (etc.) and receive guidance before submitting the thesis towards the end of the second semester. 95% of the mark will be awarded for the final dissertation.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, you should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· identify a suitable topic and question for in-depth research; 

· construct and manage a sizable body of raw data drawn from extensive research amongst source materials;

· critically evaluate that body of raw data, drawing interpretations and conclusions that are informed and rooted in the original research;

· embed those ideas and conclusions within a framework of established scholarly writing and theoretical explanation;

· write up the results of personal research in a clear, structured and extended format.



