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Legal process 

The English legal system is based upon common law principles. Explain what this means.
Introduction 
In this assignment, the English legal system will be explored and identifying what the system is based upon in common law principles, also explaining what this means. Common law is instead of based on codes of statutes; it is a “body of law” based on the court's decisions. Common law also includes president and probative powers. Civil law tries to resolve disagreements between people or organisations. Adding to this, criminal cases are often brought to the government, whereas civil actions are brought by private parties. The history of common law began in the 12th century, the English legal system-ICLR (2023) states that law was established by judges and derived from usage and earlier decisions is known as common law. When first introduced by with King Henry II’s 12th-century judicial reforms and was given the name common because it applied uniformly over the entire nation. Following the Norman Conquest of 1066, England's common law was essentially established. It is clear to evaluate that from the evidence presented that in the UK England and Wales can have a common law legal system. 

Main Body
[bookmark: _Int_u7g25XRM]Judges in the English common law system is more empowered to interpret the law but are nonetheless constrained by precedent. Practical law (2023) emphasises that a verdict consists of the case's facts, the legal defence or justification (ratio), and the verdict itself. The ratio creates a rule that lower courts must abide by. GOV.Wales (2018) states that Wales differs from this. It is a part of a single, combined England and Wales jurisdiction with a common court system, judges with authority to preside over cases in either country, and lawyers with training and experience who do not distinguish between England and Wales in their practise. There are no plans to alter this. Following this, the civil and criminal courts in England and Wales operate under the same set of laws. Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2023) explain that In England and Wales, the County Court handles the majority of civil justice cases that end up in court. The High Court hears some, typically more significant or complex matters first. Nearly all civil trials ought to be heard in open court where everyone can attend. Laws and regulations (2022) affirm that one example of common law in practise today is the idea of common-law marriage, which recognises equal rights to those that have a marriage licence to couples who are not legally married if certain circumstances are met.  Examples of civil law used within the UK which used most frequently include employment law, which covers discrimination and wrongful dismissal. Violation of contract, such as when goods are unfit for their intended use or when another party is owing money. 



Advantages and disadvantages 
There are many advantages of having a common law system in the England and Wales. Law officers of Tyler Q. Dahl (2017) states that common law can create and review responses to actual-world problems. Compared to legislative law, common law is more responsive, quick, and adaptable. Common law frequently reacts quickly to community expectations, shifting social norms, and other situations. This shows that it is a crucial source to have as it allows for flexibility also can enable the judges to respond to instances in the future, even ones they had not anticipated. On the other hand, a disadvantage of common law is that it is undemocratic. Study shows from Carmine Proofreading (2020) presenting that common law has the drawback of being undemocratic. Common law is created by judges, whereas legislation, such as Acts of Parliament, is made by democratically elected legislators. Homicide is a common law offence with our legislation where it is in the case. An example of this is with murder, it is an offence that comes from that case in which how it is defined which is law. The difference between active parliament and common law is that with the parliament it must go through the whole process of being looked over, it amends or enacts new legislation. Whereas common law is a much quicker process of getting it done. 
An advantage of having a civil law system in the UK is that it is managed and organised in a better manner. Article by Bartleby (2023) emphasises that the legal tradition based on civil law is easier to access. Civil law employs career judges who are educated for and managed as such; as a result, civil law offers a proactive and helpful strategy for ensuring a qualified and impartial judiciary. Alternatively, a negative point on using the civil law system in the UK is that a judge's interpretation of the code is not guaranteed to be consistent. International business and law (2010) express that there is no assurance a judge will apply the code in the same way in every individual's case, even if precedent cases indicates that a particular person should win. As a result, this can cause a democracy between the two parties. In common law there are statutes, but it also has case law. The presidents tell the offences, with murder it is the lawful killing of a human being under the Kings piece advanced malice aforethought, this must be proven for someone to committing murder. The lawyer Portal (2020) states that civil law is primarily interested in disputes between private individuals when one party commits an offence that is injurious to another party's person, rights, or property. Conflicts between persons and organisations are also resolved by civil law.
One of the civil law case examples can include family disputes, Slater Gordon (2018) affirm that it can include the breakdown of civil unions, divorce, child custody, and issues with children. Also, another example is personal injury cases which include car crashes, medical and professional malpractice, trips and falls, and slips and falls. Following this, an example of common law is the offence of murder and procedural ones, like rules of court procedure that are derived from the court's inherent jurisdiction. Legislation has the power to supersede or replace common law rules.
Contrasting the two systems 
Every country has its own customs and laws that it adheres to. There are two primary types of legal systems in use around the world, majority of countries adhere to either common law or civil law. Courts, judges, and comparing cases to laws are features of both the common law and the civil law systems. While there are numerous similarities between the two systems, there are also significant variances, making them two quite different legal systems. There is a comparison between civil and common law, Carlso Solicits (2021) state that civil law jurisdictions rely on a codified system, in which fundamental concepts are spelled forth in a document that can be referred to. Yet, common law nations (like England and Wales) rely on case law, which is the evolution of precedent set by judges in earlier instances. In England and Wales there is information found to believe that the countries have a common law system Bodleian Libraries (2021) emphasises that the common law system in use in England and Wales combines the enactment of laws with the setting of precedents through case law. The "Monarch," the House of Commons, and the House of Lords make up Parliament, which passes legislation to establish the laws. Therefore, proving that the common law is a priority system used in England and Wales. Common law gets applied within the UK. The Guardian (2022) states that it is a component of legal systems that are based on judge-made precedents rather than statute law and are utilised in many jurisdictions in the UK as well as in former British colonies.

Conclusion 
The sources of the UK law are common law who is created by the president. The act of parliament which is also primary legislation formed by parliament and secondary legislation also known as subordinate delegated legislation created by government ministers. Delegated legislation law and international law, an example of this is the ECHR (European convention human rights) which gives people the rights to live and do certain things that every individual is entitled or allowed to do, UK joined in 1973 and furthermore the UK then left in 2019. In the UK there are 3 legal systems which are Scottish, Northern Ireland and England and Wales. Scotland and Northern Ireland have got different legal systems to Wales because of a process called devolution. As a result, following up research between both common and civil law systems used in England and Wales it has been shown that it is a common law legal system that used in England and Wales, the subject matter of preceding cases has established it, and so has the law that courts have crafted. Also, by having this common law system it has created many advantages as it has flexibility in the face of change, is efficient and is great with consistency and stability. With this having more benefits compared to the civil law system. 
References 

Bartleby, 2023. Civil Law. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.bartleby.com/essay/Benefits-And-Advantages-Of-Civil-Law-PJ8XUPKM2QR
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
Bodleian Libaries , 2021. United Kingdom Law: Legal system. [Online] 
Available at: https://ox.libguides.com/c.php?g=422832&p=2887374
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
Carlso Solicits, 2021. LITIGATION UNDER A CODIFIED SYSTEM. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.judiciary.uk/about-the-judiciary/our-justice-system/jurisdictions/civil-jurisdiction/
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
Carmine Proofreading, 2020. Law. [Online] 
Available at: https://carmineproofreading.wordpress.com/2020/07/14/what-are-the-disadvantages-of-common-law/
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
Chen, J., 2022. Common Law. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/common-law.asp
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2023. Civil. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.judiciary.uk/about-the-judiciary/our-justice-system/jurisdictions/civil-jurisdiction/
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
Dahl, T. Q., 2017. Common law legal systems. [Online] 
Available at: https://tqdlaw.com/5-advantages-of-common-law-legal-systems/
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
ICLR, 2023. Knowledge. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.iclr.co.uk/knowledge/topics/the-english-legal-system/
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
International business law , 2023. Differences between common law and civil law. [Online] 
Available at: http://internationalbusinesslawadvisor.com/international-basics-whats-the-difference-between-common-law-and-civil-law/
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
Practical Law, 2022. Legal systems in the UK. [Online] 
Available at: https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/5-636-2498?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&firstPage=true
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
Quinn, B., 2022. Law. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/law/2022/feb/12/what-is-common-law-and-why-is-it-being-misinterpreted
[Accessed 5 March 2023].
Slater Gordon Lawyers, 2018. Difference between criminal & civil law UK. [Online] 
Available at: criminal-vs-civil-law-understanding-the-differences 
[Accessed November 2023].
Welsh Government, 2018. Commission on Justice. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-08/supplementary-evidence-welsh-government-commission-justice-in-wales-law-and-constitution.pdf
[Accessed 5 March 2023].










