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Introduction
For this assignment, I will be talking about my trip to Blaenavon where we visited the Ironworks and Big Pit. Our tour guide on this trip was Ruth Taylor-Davies who gave us a tour around Blaenavon to look at its landmarks and provide us with information based on them. The reason for visiting Blaenavon was due to it being one of the key locations during the industrial revolution, how they operated during this time era and the impact they made on lifestyle, the environment and landscape. In December 2000, the Industrial landscape within Blaenavon became a World Heritage Site. This is a landscape that has been shaped by human hand that dates back to the Industrial Revolutions early days which was also an important stage in human evolution. This is also when coal and iron industries of South Wales were of global importance (“Blaenavon World Heritage Site”, 2018).     
Personal Perspective and Gathered Information
Upon arrival to Blaenavon, I noticed that the landscape within the area were quite sloppy and steep. This is because the landscape was structured by industry, examples include the usage of tunnels to transport coal and iron to designated locations. During this time period, the industrial landscape which consisted of levels, spoil tips, shafts, roads, quarries and rail and tramways were created by industrial activities (Taylor-Davies, 2018). Once we arrived at our destination, the first landmark we visited was the Ironworks which was founded in the year 1787. The history behind the foundation of the ironworks consist of the area’s geological wealth being exploited which had begun in the 16th century, with iron ore and coal being transported to iron forges within Pontypool. So, the exploitation of this wealth played a large role in the increase of the Ironworks foundation (Taylor-Davies, 2018). When observing the ironworks, I noticed the small houses next to it. This is because during the Industrial revolution, the houses were built next to the ironworks so that the workers didn’t have to travel far and make it easier for them. I also noticed that some of the houses were better decorated than others, the earlier built houses were better decorated than the later built ones. This was because during the construction of the earlier houses, they had more and better resources to build and decorate with (Taylor Davies, 2018). These houses were used to house a lot of people until the 1960s. The ironworks had lifts that lead to the mines underground that were used to transfer iron as large quantities of it would be too heavy for the railways. However, due to the structure of the landscape formed by industry, slopes were used to move materials to furnaces then moved to exports (Taylor-Davies, 2018). While we were talking about the Ironworks, we learned that a man named Sir Henry Bessemer experimented with pig iron during the 1850s. During this time, he developed a process which enabled the large conversion of pig iron into steel. However, with the Bessemer converter, it was discovered that most of the iron ore in the world contained a large amount of phosphorus (Taylor-Davies, 2018). 
After we finished looking at the ironworks and made our way further into Blaenafon’s town centre, we came this building as shown below:
[image: U:\University Year 1 Work\Distinctiveness and Regeneration\Assignments\Assignment 1\Image 1 - House.jpg]This is where Samuel Hopkins lived during the industrial revolution. 





[image: U:\University Year 1 Work\Distinctiveness and Regeneration\Assignments\Assignment 1\Image 2 - Church.jpg]Then when we eventually made our way into town, we came across the church as shown in the image below:This church was built by the Ironmasters in the year 1804. The ironmasters left their mark on the construction of this church by building cast iron pillars, a cast iron baptismal font, cast iron door sills and some iron-topped graves in the graveyard. 







[image: ]After we visited the church, we had a tour of the town centre which was quiet. This is because the population in Blaenavon is roughly 6000 which is quite a large drop from having 13,000 in 1921 (Taylor-Davies, 2018). The reason being for this is because the since the great depression, the impact it made on economy in Blaenavon has resulted in negative outcomes. It was after the Second World War, a decline sparked. The Blaenavon Company closed down, there was a drop in attendance and people were moving away (Taylor-Davies, 2018). We made our way to the Blaenavon Workmen’s Hall which was where the history of Blaenavon was based. 
   This is the Workmen’s Hall in Blaenavon where we visited to learn more about the history of Blaenavon. This is where we were put into two groups to tour the building where one group toured upstairs and the other group downstairs. The Blaenvon Workmen’s Hall opened in January in the year 1895 is one most impressive landmarks within Blaenavon World Heritage Site.

     






After we visited the Blaenavon Workmen’s Hall, we made our way to the World Heritage Centre which is where learned more about the history of Blaenavon. In the Heritage Centre, we watched a short video that covered the mining history of Blaenavon and how people lived during these times. The Blaenavon World Heritage Centre was constructed from the restoration of former industrial schools by the Ironmasters in the early 19th century (“Visitor Centre at Blaenavon World Heritage Centre”, 2018). The World Heritage Centre consisted of interactive displays that would introduce visitors such as our group to the main attractions within the area. I thought this was an effective method to attract tourists to Blaenavon and have them engage with their mining history. After we had a tour of the World Heritage Centre, some of us made our way to the Big Pit where we had a tourism experience of what went on in the mines.
[image: U:\University Year 1 Work\Distinctiveness and Regeneration\Assignments\Assignment 1\Big Pit.jpg]         		This is Big Pit that we came across among the hills of Blaenavon. This is where the mining took place during the industrial revolution. When we were touring this, it made me realise what the miners had to work with on a daily basis. 



[image: U:\University Year 1 Work\Distinctiveness and Regeneration\Assignments\Assignment 1\Mine Lift.jpg]This is the lift within the Big Pit that would take miners down to the mines below. However, when we planned to use it to explore the mines, the lift was out of use for the public so we were unable to have the underground tour. 








When we finished exploring Blaenavon, we gathered all the information that were collected for use and made our way back to Carmarthen. 
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