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For this essay I have decided on critiquing an experience and issue in a film on how it heavily transforms and affects the real world for the audience and participant. The film I have chosen and will be basing this essay on will be, “The Lovely Bones.”

	The experience in the film I am going to discuss is the debate whether that purgatory or others might say “The In-between” is actually existent or not. Purgatory is a place or state in which after passing, the soul is “purged” or purified before entry to heaven may be approved. 
It is not a person’s final destination but more like a waiting room.

The Lovely Bones is a film which was released in 2009 that displays a story of a 14-year-old girl named Susie Salmon, who is brutally murdered on her way home from school by a middle-aged man in her neighbourhood. After her death, she transcends into a purgatory like after life where she meets other girls that have been murdered by the same person.
She aims to find justice for herself in the film by giving small clues to her father and sister that she is not fully gone and also who the identity of the killer is. 1

The movie is narrated through Susie’s voice and her perspective also expressing feelings
of grief, destruction of her family falling apart, loss and isolation. Susie’s Positive Scenery


In this movie after Susie gets murdered, it shows her in a dark version of her town where she is able to see her father looking for her and realizing she is actually deceased. Also, being visible to a female character who can see the supernatural. 

Many items and objects that is seen in her own built world were also influenced by her past life where paintings in her home and ship bottles were both found in the purgatory world sometime later during the film.1

The experiences in the film have many signs and issues that relate to the actual world, from paedophilia, mental health with how the parents dealt with her death and also important beliefs of purgatory and the symbolism of the tree, signifying on Susie ascending into Heaven. 
The ascending to heaven, meaning she has fulfilled her purpose in helping her family find justice for herself and her own family, in which she helped heal their hearts to move on after her tragic death.

Firstly, my initial thoughts are that her emotional moods controlled her purgatory scenery. Whenever she was happy and joyful, the scenery becomes an ethereal paradise with vivid colours and animals. It states that whatever she asked for out loud in her mind, will appear. During the first scenes of this, she later on meets a girl of a similar age which plays a large contribution to her murder as she is one of the killers many victims. 

Scenes in which expressed dark imagery occurred when something was going wrong in the real world in which infuriated her. She was able to control certain elements in the real world in the film, to give hints on her murderer. 
Examples being that she gave life to a flower that her father was holding and additionally making a candle burn bright.  Susie’s Negative Scenery


Relating this to an actual world phenomenon has its complications on different theories as it highly depends on certain topics. One being a massive reason, which is religion. I believe religion is a one of the main reasons for this complication as it gives any person religious or not, the thought whether purgatory is real or not in the real world after death. 2

In the context relating to religion, Purgatory is normally associated today with Roman Catholicism in which their doctrines state, everyone goes through the “Purgatory Stage”.
During the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, Catholics developed the concept of purgatory so that people would be purified before they could reach heaven. Satan became a main figure during those times, where also heretics and witches were burnt and rumours of people encountering and seeing demons rose.3 
The church officially acknowledged the belief and existence with purgatory in 1254.4

The Catholic Church still teaches today that everyone dies with sin in any extent, which therefore explains the denied entry into paradise until being judged for the persons sins which involves a cleanse before their destination into heaven. “The Last Judgment”
Michelangelo | Sistine Chapel


[image: Image result for michelangelo sistine chapel the last judgement]Art became part of the newly Christian Era as many artists for example, Michelangelo shown purgatory, heaven and hell through many artworks. One well-known piece by him being “The Last Judgement” where it shows the second coming of Christ and different sections in where people are about to be placed on Judgement Day. 

The ‘celestial’ top showing heaven, which included choirs of Angels, Saints, Martyrs, Apostles and Patriarchs. Also, the terrestrial bottom half showing the resurrection of the dead on the left and right being Hell. 
“In the celestial zone, Christ the Judge was flanked by the choirs of Apostles, angels, saints, martyrs and Patriarchs. In the terrestrial zone below, the Resurrection of the Dead was laid out on the left, while the Damned's descent into Hell appeared on the right.” 5

Later periods of art movements included the Renaissance Art Era where Purgatory is still seen in the 1300’s to 1400’s, included artists like Giotto where he made a similar piece of artwork to Michelangelo with his “The Last Judgment” painting where he created his version in the middle of the Christian and Renaissance Era which include a rather influenced style where Heaven, Hell and Purgatory are divided into sections, with Christ in the centre. 
[image: Image result for giottos last judgment]This piece by Giotto is heavily influenced by the bible which takes many quotes in it and transformed them into a piece of imagery art. 
“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (Revelation 20) 6“The Last Judgment”
Giotto | Arena Chapel

Many writers convey the idea that the universe is static and dualistic, for example art historian Samuel Y. Edgerton says that there are clear-cut distinctions between Heaven and Hell, good souls and bad. Similarly, Joseph Polzer writes that all Last Judgments from this period “continue the medieval tradition of directly contraposing Heaven to Hell;” while the middle-ground of Purgatory, despite being part of official Church doctrine by this time, “remains excluded.” 7
Many non-religious people will argue at the thought of Purgatory and the quote above, as even though the 13th and 14th century’s late-medieval and proto-Renaissance periods cancels out the belief of Purgatory, they do give hints similar to of that, as a liminal space between the kingdoms of Heaven and Hell, in which sinners who had left their lives on earth behind, could have one last chance at redemption.
One of few faiths which does not believe in the Purgatory doctrine is a form of Christianity, which is Protestantism. They consider the thought of having an “in-between” as unnecessary and not valid in their beliefs. Protestants see that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross signifies the defeat of sin, enabling people who believe in the presence of God to go straight into heaven if they accept Jesus’ saving power. 

The origin of this doctrine goes way back to the Reformation. The Reformation era was a time when Henry VIII took charge of the authorities in the English church after being denied a divorce. After his death, England steered towards being Calvinist-Infused Protestantism. 8
Protestant critics have said: “Purgatory was nothing more than a vivid work of human creativity, as opposed to a sober reality revealed in scripture” 9
Which displays that they will only believe this doctrine if it was included in the scripture and bible. This is also their current belief as there is barely any evidence to back up and support whether it actually exists in the afterlife.

	Another belief people who are religious consider in which I have previously wrote about and is related with purgatory is “The Last Judgement” this is held firmly with Catholicism and essentially means the second coming of Christ in which each soul goes through Judgment, depending if the soul will go to heaven, purgatory or hell. 
Evidence to prove that this belief is believable, is that in the bible it says, “God has set a day in which he purposes to judge the inhabited earth.” (Acts 17:31)


The difference between The Last Judgment and Purgatory is that a soul in purgatory will always reach heaven after purification and those who reach hell will eternally burn. The Last Judgement means that the second coming of Christ is coming. It is said to be the last that happens before God destroys the past heaven and earth then creating the new heaven and earth in path for new humans. He will get rid of the old Heaven and Earth to remove anything that would bring sin into the new creation. 10

The belief with The Last Judgment also states on having an ethereal paradise where those who have done no wrong from judgment will live an everlasting life on earth in perfect conditions. 
(Revelation 21:3, 4) Judgment Day states to help God accomplish his original purpose for humans and the earth.11

Ways which in my opinion, think that religion ties in together with the film’s storyline is because I have the impression that the directors of the film and author of this story is religious, probably not Catholic but has a belief in God. Due to the fact they have incorporated so many emotions throughout the film, including on the knowledge on Purgatory. The entire imagery on Susie’s built purgatory world is actually different to what Catholicism predicts purgatory is like. 
“This means that purgatory is a sort of temporary purifying punishment which is typically thought of as a cleansing fire” Rabiipour (2017) 12

Looking through the areas in which Purgatory is associated with, from observing and studying it through the religious/non-religious perspective and through artwork in different eras. I have found that the imagery of Purgatory varies on what the person believes in, the comparison to the imagery seen throughout the film, I see that the Director has been heavily influenced by some sort of paradise which is dissimilar in comparison to a Catholic believed Purgatory. Where the imagery is very dark and eerie, in relation with Hell but vastly different. 

“The pain of sense involves some sensible suffering.  While not defined, traditionally this pain of sense has involved some purifying fire, which causes torment.  In the Book of the Prophet Zechariah, the Lord spoke, “I will bring the one third through fire, and I will refine them as silver is refined, and I will test them as gold is tested” (13:9); the School of Rabbi Shammai interpreted this passage as a purification of the soul through God’s mercy and goodness, preparing it for eternal life.” 13

This explains to me that there is a symbol of fire in which proves that a waiting room, not specifically being Purgatory - is not a paradise like waiting room for people who reach the afterlife. There is a kind of suffering that has to take place before purification can be done, preparing the soul for eternal life with Christ. 

	The issue with the experience in the built world in the Lovely Bones is the accuracy on the take with the afterlife. We do not know for certain whether purgatory exists as it was created solely based on very vague biblical references in which Roman Catholicism developed on during the twelfth century and there forth creating the term ‘Purgatory’ where many religions, one being Christianity and Protestantism where they highly do not include this doctrine in their beliefs at all.

Bibliography

Carroll, L. (2009). 'THE LOVELY BONES' DIRECTOR PETER JACKSON CREATES A BEAUTIFUL PURGATORY
 http://www.mtv.com/news/1627951/the-lovely-bones-director-peter-jackson-creates-a-beautiful-purgatory 1

Zaleski, C. (1998). Purgatory 2
https://www.britannica.com/topic/purgatory-Roman-Catholicism

Hays, J. (2009). CHRISTIANITY, HEAVEN, HELL, SATAN AND ANGELS 3
http://factsanddetails.com/world/cat55/sub353/item1402.html

Mmvc. (2010). Holy Souls in Purgatory 4
https://catholicismpure.wordpress.com/2010/11/02/holy-souls-in-purgatory  

Last Judgment Fresco by Michelangelo 5
http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/famous-paintings/last-judgment-fresco.htm

Revelation 20 6
https://www.artbible.info/bible/revelation/20.html#4
Edgerton, Samuel Y., Jr. “Icons of Justice.” Past and Present, No. 89 (Nov. 1980), 23- 28. 7
Walls, J. (2012). Purgatory: The Logic of Total Transformation 8

History.com Authors. (2009). The Reformation 9 https://www.history.com/topics/reformation/reformation

Active Christianity. What does the Bible say about Judgment Day?  10
https://activechristianity.org/what-does-the-bible-say-about-judgment-day 

Unknown. (2010) What Is Judgment Day? 11
 https://www.jw.org/en/publications/magazines/g201001/what-is-judgment-day

Rabiipour, N. (2017). What Do Catholics Really Believe About Purgatory 12 https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/what-catholics-really-believe-purgatory

Unknown. Do we know what happens in Purgatory? Is there really a fire? 13 http://catholicstraightanswers.com/do-we-know-what-happens-in-purgatory-is-there-really-a-fire

Susie Positive Image: https://reasonablyradical.wordpress.com/2011/03/02/lovely-bones-hard-choices/
Susie Negative Image: https://www.moviefanatic.com/gallery/in-the-glow-of-the-lighthouse/
Michelangelo Image: https://www.flickr.com/photos/archer10/5388358235
	Giotto 	Image: https://www.artbible.info/art/large/398.html



1

image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




