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Various multi-agencies were created under the Children Act 1989 to protect and assist children with diverse mental and emotional requirements. Despite the establishment of these agencies, children often face harsh and cruel experiences from a young age. The effectiveness of multi-agency working since the late 80s is questionable, as it remains uncertain whether these agencies have truly achieved their intended goals over the past thirty years.  There are many different types of support that children receive in life for a variety of different reasons but what are the benefits of these multi agency’s  and are they limited in what they are able to do or are they exceeding the expectations and providing the children and young people of Wales with the care and support that they are intitled to? 
The Disclosure and Barring Service helps schools and childcare settings to recruit the correct type of employee. Schools should be putting in place policies and procedures to safeguard the pupils under their care. Local councils and the government provide funding to multiple agencies, but it may not be sufficient to support their workloads and there may also be some inequalities between the funding that England and Wales receive.

Every school in the United Kingdom should have a child protection/safeguarding policy that outlines how the school keeps the children under their care safe from harm and how they and their staff deal with disclosures. It should also outline the various agencies that they are in contact with and provide contact information for them. “the health, safety and wellbeing of all children is of paramount importance” (Bishopgore, 2023). This should be the ethos of every school not just in the United Kingdom but all educational settings around the world. 
One of the agencies that schools must be in communication and work well with is the Disclosure and Barring Service. The whole aim of the Disclosure and Barring Service is to support schools and any business where its’ employees are responsible for the care and safety of children with checked information regarding any criminal activity. Following the Soham murders, regulations were strengthened, requiring a CRB check for anyone working with children or vulnerable adults. This check investigated a person's past involvement in these kinds of crimes, even if they were not found guilty. (Johnson,2019). There are four levels of the DBS check, there is a basic DBS check, standard DBS check, enhanced DBS check, and an enhanced with barred lists DBS check.   Since the tragic deaths of the two schoolgirls Jessica Chapman and Holly Wells the DBS was introduced. This was drastically needed to stop mentally ill criminally minded individuals like Ian Huntley from ever working alongside children. However, it seems the Government have taken a fantastic idea and made it overly complicated as there should only be one level of DBS checks that investigates the background of an individual for any criminal activity. This check should be the one and only check for employers to confirm whether or not a potential employee is suitable for employment, and these should be available for all employers to use and not just in the case of schools as this would benefit all looking to employ the correct individual for the role advertised. 
Unfortunately, there are still incidences of child sexual predators infiltrating schools and abusing children.   A court was informed during the hearing of Andrew Thompson that he was volunteering at an Air Training Corps and working as a teaching assistant in Cheshire. (Cheshirepolice, 2024). Andrew Thompson in 2022 had been able to get a job as a teaching assistant and be able to volunteer to work with children and sexually abuse them. Or as is the case of Tommy Lee Allington “A 25-year-old former primary school teaching assistant has been sentenced to over 18 years in prison for possession of indecent images of children” (Southwalespolice,2023).  This should not happen at all as its been twenty years since Ian Huntley murdered Jessica and Holly and the DBS system was brought into effect to stop this from ever happening again but it is clear from the acts of Andrew Thompson and Tommy Lee Allington that the DBS check system failed to protect the children they  abused with the position of power that  was given in their role as teaching assistants.  Government officials must address the vulnerabilities in the DBS system to prevent individuals like Andrew Thompson, Tommy Lee Allington and Ian Huntley from exploiting them, potentially gaining access to positions where they can harm children. It is crucial to seal these security gaps to protect children from harm and distress.

In 2018 Ofsted National Director of Social Care, Yvette Stanley published an article on the United Kingdom Government website stating that all agencies should share the same vision and values. She also says that the agencies involved with children are ambitious to secure the very best responses to children at risk of harm in their community. (Stanley, 2018). It seems too good to be true that hundreds of people are working with the same goal and ethos in mind.  If Stanley is to believed, then the multi agencies must be doing amazing work helping the children in their communities as the employees will all come from different cultural backgrounds and they will have different religious beliefs. 
The multi agencies system could be seen as a well oiled machine with all the cogs moving together as one or it could be just to many cooks spoiling the broth with many workers waiting on other workers to get involved. This could result in a massive waiting list with children looking to seek the help they desperately need as there could be a holdup with all agencies having to be involved to start helping. “Delays of up to six weeks in children who met thresholds being seen were driven in part by complicated systems”(Samual, 2022). If what Samual is saying is right who knows what dangers children could be facing due to an over complicated system. 
Union Unison have frequently been told by many social workers that they are having to deal with a bigger workload and are being put under more pressure than they have before. (Unison, 2018). A report by the Local Government Association in 2018 and 2019 stated that councils across England were forced to spend £770 million more than they had budgeted for on children’s services (LGA, n.d). This shows that local authorities had spent over their budgets to help child services but it’s clearly not helped reduced the workload for the workers who are helping these children. So is the money just being wasted? or is the local council setting the initial budget for children’s services too low to begin with? This could potentially be the reason they have had to inject the children’s services with more money. It is important to empathize with the workers in the multi agency who have chosen to help children and young people with various needs. However, due to overwhelming workloads they limited and are unable to fully meet the needs of the individuals they support. If this situation could be improved, the children and young people would be able to receive the maximum benefits from the multi agencies services.

[bookmark: _Hlk164500742]Evaluation of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 places a renewed emphasis on multi-agency working in an effort to advance person-centered, community-focused, integrated care and assistance.(Welsh Government, 2023) "It is that, given a defined environment of supportive psychological attitudes, an individual can access enormous resources within themselves for self-understanding, for changing their self-concept, attitudes, and self-directed behavior." (1980, p.115-117).  The Welsh Government is now trying to provide the environment and supportive attitude in their Evaluation of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 and hoping to deliver that person centered support as prescribed by Carl Rogers (1980). This form of assistance in social services and the multi-agency system has the potential to greatly benefit the children and young individuals they serve by fostering a renewed sense of self-confidence through personalised support. 

These support agencies have been put in place and been supported by The Welsh Government who have recently restructured their budget to allocate more funds and provide additional support for crucial services such as the National Health Service (NHS) and the core local Government settlement. These services include social services, education, healthcare, and other essential services that are vital to individuals and communities across Wales (WelshGovenrment, 2024). Similarly to England and its local councils, the Welsh Government is prioritising the well-being of its citizens by investing in multi-agency support. However, it is important to acknowledge the financial constraints and the need to carefully manage spending as there is no unlimited source of funding available. In light of the current cost of living crisis, it is crucial to find a balance between providing necessary resources and considering the needs of other areas in the country that also require financial assistance. It is imperative to review the system and identify areas where cuts can be made without compromising the services provided to children and young people in need. The Welsh Government seem to be trying to help the children and young people of Wales and parts are doing good work. However, there is most definitely a failure in some areas just like in England with the case of Andrew Thompson in Chester and the teaching assistant Tommy Lee Allington from Swansea. Both these men abused children and were allowed to gain access into a position of a trusted adult to these children and young people. This should never be allowed to happen in this modern day as there have been so many measures like the Disclosure and Barring Service  put in place since Ian Huntley committed his heinous crime of murder against Jessica and Holly.  
The collaborative agency system is currently providing a certain level of support for children and youth, but it does have limitations in terms of protecting children in Wales due to overspending. This situation raises concerns as it involves not just a few hundred taxpayers' money, but millions of pounds annually. A solution needs to be found to over sending on budgets and a solution found to prevent people like Andrew Thompson and Tommy lee Allinton gaining access into the Schools of the nation or is it just a case that people with bad intensions will always find a way around any protective measure put in place into prevent them from accessing vulnerable children. 

A significant restructuring is urgently required in the multi-agency system as there are evident flaws, such as the excessive expenditure of taxpayers' money, the claim by Unison regarding staff being overworked, and individuals who portray themselves as positive role models for children but end up causing harm. Rectifying these issues will not be simple, and it is possible that they may be irreparable. Unfortunately, the country may have to accept the fact that there will be no improvement in this system. 
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