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Gwasanaethau Dysgu a Datblygu  

Learning & Development Services


	                LESSON TITLE:

	
Investigating Child Abuse and Initial Response to Safeguarding Children



	
GROUP/CLASS:

	
Pre-Join
	
DURATION OF 
LESSON:

	
 180mins 



	
LESSION AIM:

	
To provide an introduction to child abuse and cruelty and the Police role in safeguarding children.





	
OBJECTIVES: By the end of the lesson learners will be able to:

	
ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES
(linked to  objectives)

	
Blended Assessment Activities (linked to Objectives)

	
1. Explain the impact of the Victoria Climbie report recommendations on police procedures in relation to the protection of children.
2. Identify the 4 categories of child abuse and behaviours associated with the abuse.
3. Outline key sections of legislation and relevant powers for investigating child abuse.
4. Describe their role in safeguarding children and when they would need to consider removing a child under a Police Protection Order.
Explain the purpose of a Child Protection Plan and how to find out if the child is subject of one.














	Objective 1: Discussion, Q&A


Objective 2: Discussion, Q&A, Board blast 1 & Activity 1
Objective 3: Discussion, Q&A, Group 

Objective 4: Discussion, Q&A, Group Activity 2 & 4

Objective 5: Discussion, Q&A

	



	
COLLEGE OF POLICING LEARNING OUTCOMES


	
	
Vulnerability & Risk

1. Define 'vulnerability' in the context of operational policing 
2. Explain the national drivers for the police service in providing a professional and ethical service to individuals who are, or may be, vulnerable or at risk
3. Understand how extrinsic factors can result in harm, or risk of harm to a vulnerable person 
4. Outline the importance of vulnerable people being appropriately supported by the police 
 
Public Protection
 
1. Explain key definitions, legislation and guidance associated with ‘public protection’ policing
2. Explain the breadth of abuse incidents
3. Understand the impact of abuse on a victim 
















[bookmark: TITUS1HeaderFirstPage] 



[bookmark: TITUS1HeaderEvenPages] 




[bookmark: TITUS1HeaderPrimary] 






[bookmark: TITUS1FooterPrimary] 
Version 3.0
South Wales Police & Gwent Police February 2022 


	


Timing
	
Session Content

	
	


Resources

	
	
Trainer Activities 
(including any specific questions asked e.g. for assessment purposes)

	
Learner Activities
(including objectives met)
	
Trainer & Learner Activities
Blended Approach
	

	
0-5mins
	
Maslow – learners needs.
Deck clearing-any issues to resolve?
Gestalt-written outline of aims and objectives. 

***Health warning top students as to the content of the session***



	
Interaction with trainer.
Discussion, question and answer.
Mobile phones switched off or in silent mode.

	
	
Lesson plan.
Computer system with projector to facilitate delivery.
PowerPoint 
PPT slides 1 









	
5-40mins





	QTS
Q. What do you know about the Victoria Climbie murder and the inquiry that took place afterwards?

Trainer to debrief responses from students and use the documentary summary sheet to assist in debrief to outline the facts

Trainer to show video “Crimes That Shook Britain – Victoria Climbie” This can be typed into the ‘You Tube’ search bar. Play up until 30mins 10sec. 

QTS
Q. What impact do you think the inquiry had on the police and their procedures recommended to protect children?

Potential responses:-
· Carry out police duties effectively and efficiently.
· Awareness of child abuse.
· Information sharing.
· Multi agency working.
· Accountability
· Review of police child protection units.
· Deadlines
· Ensure crimes against children are given as much importance as those against adults.

	· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing
















· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing










(Objective 1)
	
	PPT slide 2
Internet access to show video
Handout 1 – Lord laming Inquiry key recommendations


	40-55mins
	QTS 
Q. Following the recommendations from the Victoria Climbie inquiry, what improvements, if any, do you think have been put in place to protect children?

Trainer to facilitate the discussion around protection of children and how well they think the authorities have done. Points could include improved IT systems (PND), multi-agency working, MASH (multi-agency safeguarding hub). 

Improvements have been made but still high profile cases where basic mistakes are still being made within authorities.

Trainer to distribute handout 1 – Lord Laming inquiry key recommendations

QTS
Q.  Do you think we have improved in protecting children?

Trainer to facilitate discussion and highlight points such as:-
Still failing to protect children
· All agencies have a part to play in protecting children
· Social Services place children back in care of their abusers

Using the below examples:-

Trainer to refer to Baby P case. The local authority involved was the same as for Victoria Climbie. Case summary from serious case review is in the trainer material but see the summary below.

Peter Connelly (also known as Baby P) was a 17-month-old boy who died in London on 3rd August 2007 after suffering more than fifty injuries over an eight-month period. 
The list of his injuries were:
Eight broken ribs and a broken back, with another area of bleeding around the spine at neck level. 
Numerous bruises, cuts and abrasions, including a deep tear to his left ear lobe, which had been pulled away from his head. 
Severe lacerations to the top of his head, including a large gouge which could have been caused by a dog bite. 
Blackened finger- and toenails, with several nails missing; the middle finger of his right hand was without a nail and its tip was also missing, as if it had been sliced off. 
A tear to his fraenulum, the strip of skin between the middle of the upper lip and the gum, which had partially healed. 
One of his front teeth had also been knocked out and was found in his colon. He had swallowed it. 


The jury was not shown photographs of the child's actual injuries because it would be too upsetting but was shown computer generated images of his injuries. 
The case caused shock and concern among the public partly because of the magnitude of Peter's injuries, and partly because Peter had lived in the London Borough of Haringey, North London, under the same child welfare authorities that had already failed seven years earlier in the case of Victoria Climbié.
Another nationwide review was conducted by Lord Laming into his own recommendations concerning Victoria Climbié's killing in 2000

There are also notes on Daniel Pelka who was murdered in March 2012 in the trainer notes should trainer wish to refer to this case for additional information. This was a complex case which was not typical of a child abuse scenario as Daniel seemed to be singled out from the other children so it appeared to give a false impression that Daniel’s problems were not related to abuse.

However, the case raised particular questions about the ability of the different agencies to address domestic abuse…there was a greater need to develop an effective understanding of why it was happening and of the impact upon the children.



	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing

















· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing











· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing








	
	






























PPT slide 3

	55-75mins
	Board blast 1:
Q. What do you think the 4 categories of child abuse are?  

Trainer to record learner answers on white board and facilitate the 4 categories of abuse using PPT slides 5 - 9

Activity 1: Trainer to split students into groups and give each a flipchart and pen.  




Trainer to facilitate the examples and definitions using PPT slides to 5 - 9 to reinforce learning.
	Board blast 1:

· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing


Activity 1: Groups to identify types of behaviour which could constitute abuse/cruelty within the categories of physical – emotional - neglect (not category of sexual abuse as this is self-explanatory and covered elsewhere.

· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing

(Objective 2)

	
	PPT slides 4 - 9
White board
Flip chart paper
Pens


	75-90mins
	Trainer to show PPT slide 10 - S5 of the Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims (Amendment) Act 2012 – “Causing or allowing a child or vulnerable adult to suffer serious physical harm.”

QTS
Q. Why do you think this was introduced?

Trainer to facilitate discussion highlighting:-
· Prevent cases where parents blame each other, and it was difficult to prove offences
· Applies to members of victims household, having frequent contact with the victim




Trainer to show PPT slide 11 – S1 Children & Young Person Act 1933 – “Child Cruelty”

QTS 
Q. What do you think is in the definition of child cruelty?

Trainer to note student responses and facilitate the discussion using PPT slide 11 as reinforcement to highlight:-
· Causes – make someone do something
· Procures – bring about by persuasion
· Responsibility for a child under 16
· Responsibility – presumed if has parental responsibility OR are legally liable to maintain them AND any person who has care of the child.
· Wilfully – deliberately, knowingly
· Assaults
· Ill-treats- usually ongoing situation includes bullying
· Neglects – lack of food, lack of medical care, inappropriate clothing, not sent to school
· Exposes – no fireguard, allowing child to wander streets, smoking

	






· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing














· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing




















(Objective 3)
	
	PPT slide 10



















PPT slide 11
White board / Flip chart
Pens

	90-120mins
	QTS
 In what situations do you think you are likely to encounter children who are in urgent need of protection?

Trainer to note student responses and get students to note responses and de-brief using their contributions and PPT slide 12 as reinforcement.

QTS
Q. How can we protect children from harm?

Trainer to handout a number of marker pens and get students to note responses down on whiteboard and de-brief using their contributions and PPT slides 13 - 16 as reinforcement.
Expected responses:
· Arrest abusers
· Remove child from abusive situation
· PPO
· Place child in suitable accommodation (not a police station)
· Child protection plan/child protection register
· Checks with social services, VISOR (Violent and Sex Offenders register)
· Submit PPNs

QTS
Q. What is a police protection order?
Trainer to note responses

QTS
Q. When do you think we would need to use a PPO?
Trainer to note responses and debrief using PPT slides 17 & 18


Expected responses:
Officers observations of child’s condition

WHAT:
· Childs name, gender, D.O.B
· Who has parental responsibility
· Primary carers
· Who present when child spoken to, questions asked of child, and child responses.
· Child’s physical appearance – injuries/clothing/state of cleanliness
· If parental consent obtained if removing of clothing necessary
· Description of child’s demeanour
· Condition and home surroundings 

WHERE:
EPNB, PPN, Child interview booklet, OEL on NICHE

DO NEXT:
· Inform Supervisor – sgt/Insp
· Inform depts. –PPU
· Submit PPU and task
· Golden Hour – start investigation, gather evidence, arrest suspect, identify any witnesses, obtain statements if necessary, take photographs, preserve scene, contact EDT (Social Services, emergency duty team) etc.

Trainer to debrief contributions using PPT slide 17 as reinforcement

Trainer to facilitate further PPO discussion using PPT slides 16 & 17

QTS
Q. What is the role and responsibility of the attending response officer?

Trainer to debrief using student responses including taking child into police protection and undertake initial enquiries.

QTS
Q. What rank must the designated officer be for authorising a PPO?
Inspector or above
	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing







· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing


















· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing










· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing



































· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing





· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing

(Objective 4)

	
	PPT slide 12









PPT slides 13 - 16





















PPT slide 17 


























































PPT slide 18 
Handout – “ASPIRE” Aide memoire

	120-130mins
	Trainer to facilitate discussion around child protection plans/ Child protection register highlighting MASH (multi agency safeguarding hub), strategy meetings, Case conferences, child protection registers.

QTS
Q. So how do the police find out if a child is on the child protection register during:-
1. Daytime office hours (conduct enquiries through MASH)
2. Out of normal working office hours (contact EDT for your area)
	· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing








(Objective 5)

	
	PPT slides 19-20

	130-175mins



















	Trainer to re-visit objectives
Any questions?
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EVALUATION OF LESSON:
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