Advice given following a student enquiry 5 May 2021.

The 3 blogs, which actually, really look like 3 mini reports/discussions, should share the same bibliography at the end (so do not waste time doing 3 separate ones). They are all part of the one 1st assignment.

Assignment 1 section 1- This is the general discussion.

Blog 1: An evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of qualitative approaches to research in a particular topic in the context of other methods, establishing this approach in the spectrum of research methodologies. Analysis of this topic and its viability for quantitative approaches.  

At its heart this is a general discussion about the advantages and disadvantages of choosing qualitative approaches.

Methodological options may be diverse, but credible design is reliant upon three key ‘prerequisites’: the design addresses the question; it is suited to the researcher; and you have the ethics approval, resources, time, and access necessary to accomplish the task.

Inevitably you will reference quantitative approaches since these are the alternative. 

Keep it general. You will obviously mention some types of qualitative approaches but leave the detail to section 2.

One way to think about it is that:

· The advantages of qualitative are generally the disadvantages of quantitative.

· The disadvantages of qualitative are the advantages of quantitative.

Therefore you can twist the arguments around depending on:

What you want to research?

What are the opportunities?

What are the resources available and what resource constraints there are?

(This might be in general or linked to you personally. This is because there may be money implications, time constraints, skill constraint, need for training, access to IT, access to people to interview or survey).

Discussion of using digital resources would be good. They can help both quantitative and qualitative. Digital gives opportunities but it also brings in its own special problems, for both methodologies.

Remember we often talk about the continuum or spectrum of different research methods.

Positivism…………………………………….Phenomenology.

I think I have used this diagram/idea, please look back, in a few of my lectures.
Another diagram I quite like is Fig 1, below. There are methods that lie in between or have the qualities of both…. more or less.
[image: ]

Fig. 1 Assumptions related to the quantitative and qualitative. Source: O’Leary, Z. (2004). The Essential Guide to Doing Research, London, Sage.


I like her writing style. She also highlights the differences between methodology and methods, which I am afraid I was a bit lazy about in my lecture…..

“Assumptions and dichotomization 
‘Quantitative’ and ‘qualitative’, however, have come to represent a whole set of assumptions that dichotomize the world of methods and limits the potential of researchers to build their methodological designs from their questions. For example, quantitative research is often described as an objective search for singular truths that relies on hypotheses and variables and is large-scale. On the other hand, qualitative research is said to be a subjective, value-laden, biased, and ad hoc process that accepts multiple realities through the study of a small number of cases.” (O’Leary, 2004. p). 


Communicating that you realise that it may not be ‘black or white’ but possibly ‘shades of grey’ within the spectrum, would make your report more sophisticated.

Choosing an actual case that you might investigate, as I did in the lecture would be good to hang your comments on. Choose a subject which does lend itself to qualitative, or else your conclusion will be … “DON’T DO QUALITATIVE AS IT WILL NEVER ACHIEVE THE CORRECT DATA COLLECTION”. Since this module is about qualitative methods, it would mean stopping your discussion at this stage and there are two more sections and a 2nd assignment to go……

Choose a topic that is:

· Something that statistics and quantitative methods would find difficult to investigate would be good….

· Maybe a topic which researches feelings, emotions, different perspectives…. concepts where there is no consensus…. subjects/agents who you want to interact with rather than simply extract information from.

· Maybe things that are exploratory, rather than demanding of hypothesis testing which qualitative methods find difficult to deliver.

· Perhaps something which is still exploratory, so there is no agreed model that you could research in a quantitative way. Your research could set the objective of providing backing for a number of influential variables that might be developed into a testable theory.

Assignment 1 section 2
Blog 2: Identification of strengths and limitations of various qualitative research methods, designs and techniques in the context of your chosen topic for application.  
Assignment 1 section 3

For this section only discuss qualitative, no need to mention quantitative, unless you wish to say a mixed method could be used to help achieve reliability…. see today’s lecture. I would be tempted to leave this to Blog 3, since there is enough to do just analysing the best qualitative approach in this section.

Again within qualitative there is a spectrum or continuum of different methods. I have adapted Catherine Dawson (2019) for this. See below. I think it is a terrible book. It is very superficial but has some good things. Her words are as in her book Including poor grammar! The small table below it is my adaptation/comment.

It is her Fig.4. Page 105. (However she makes mistakes in figure numbering and referencing in the text. Since this is the 5th edition, I think this is unforgivable!)


	Highly Qualitative
	Combination
	Almost Quantitative

	Example: thematic and comparative analysis
	Example: Discourse and conversational analysis
	Example: Content Analysis

	Reflexive and intuitive. Takes place throughout the data collection period.
	Uses a combination of reflexivity and counting.
	Code and count mechanical task can be left until end of data collection.



Fig. 4. Qualitative data analysis continuum. Source: Dawson, C. (2019) Introduction to Research Methods, London, Robinson.

	Types of method: Observational/Recording conversations/Interviewing open questions/Focus groups /Observation of participants.
	Types of method:
Action research / Experiments /Ethnographic/Case study using some quants/Field work.
	Types of method:
Content analysis/Case study using mainly quantitative resources/Meta-Analysis.

	Advantages: Can extract information that may be unconscious in the subjects through probing, laddering (a sort of probing with a hierarchy of influences or attitudes uncovered in the literature review and sorting their responses or comments. Conscious thought and the environment can also be analysed as influences.
	Advantages: Still interactive, but usually involves structured approaches.
	Advantages: Research what exists, can be coded to allow quantitative analysis which might be capable of some degree of hypothesis testing. Still allows different meanings to be employed to develop critical analysis. Meta-Analysis can review a very wide source of academic and professional analysis to produce a wide view which might be definitive. Doing all these studies alone would be impossible.

	Disadvantages: Not really capable of hypothesis testing
	Disadvantages: Researcher becoming part of the group in ethnography and Field work may compromise objectivity. They “go native”!
	Disadvantages: Although Meta-Analysis can draw conclusions on some hypotheses, the variety of methods ana time scales make this problematic. The use of data at a distance means that interaction and allowing subjects to influence the evolution of the project is unlikely. No interactivity.


Fig. xxxx I added this to her table. It is NOT complete or perfect but gives some idea.

How does your chosen topic lend itself to one or more qualitative approaches?


Blog 3: Derivation of a suitable and viable approach to researching your chosen topic, incorporating qualitative inquiry, data collection and analysis planning.  The plan should identify strengths and weaknesses linked to possible validity, reliability and ethical risk outcomes, including your plan to eliminate or reduce the negative features. 

This allows you to go into even more depth on your topic with your chosen qualitative approach. There may be some duplication with blogs 1 and 2, avoid this by referring the reader to the previous discussion or paraphrase it to avoid using the same words again.


The depth is needed because even if you have discussed case studies or content analysis in general in sections 1 and 2, the exact nature of the details of your planned research needs you to give more details and offer a rationale for why you are designing things in a certain way.

You ask what is the difference between Content Analysis and a Case Study Method?

My response is to say that Content analysis is a focus on a particular type/source of data already produced that you have access to. In the old days this was mainly text for the media, company reports, government publications etc. In more modern times we look at web sites, press releases, blogs, social media, pictures, literature/poetry, storytelling, popular culture, remember the cartoon from Taiwan I used in the lecture……. In order to identify meaningful information which allows us to investigate our topic. It is rarely interactive.

A case study is more general and usually uses a number of different data types. It could be company document (using content analysis), a worker survey (statistical), interviews of managers (qualitative) and some experiments with office reorganisation. There are usually at least 2 types of data. These must then be triangulated to find common ground or differences in what they do to our thesis. Sometimes they all go in the same direction sometime not.

Therefore the case study is broader in its coverage using different methods, which need triangulation. Content analysis is more focused evaluating an existing data set to extract meaning and evidence for the topic you have chosen. They do share some characteristics.

Some sources (I retain the American English spelling they use):


McLeod, S. A. (2017). Psychology research methods. Simply Psychology. https://www.simplypsychology.org/research-methods.html

Content Analysis
Content analysis is a research tool used to indirectly observe the presence of certain words, images or concepts within the media (e.g. advertisements, books films etc.). For example, content analysis could be used to study sex-role stereotyping.
Researchers quantify (i.e. count) and analyze (i.e. examine) the presence, meanings and relationships of words and concepts, then make inferences about the messages within the media, the writer(s), the audience, and even the culture and time of which these are a part.
To conduct a content analysis on any such media, the media is coded or broken down, into manageable categories on a variety of levels - word, word sense, phrase, sentence, or theme - and then examined.

Again quoting O’Leary (2004, p115):
“Understanding the case study.
Case study: A method of studying elements of the social through comprehensive description and analysis of a single situation or case, for example, a detailed study of an individual, group, episode, event, or any other unit of social life organization. Emphasis is often placed on understanding the unity and wholeness of the particular case. It is hard to know exactly how to class case studies. The ‘case study’ is often referred to as a methodology, but, literally, the term refers to the form and shape of ‘participants’.
The methodological approaches associated with case studies are actually eclectic and broad. Not only can they involve any number of datagathering methods, i.e. surveys, interviews, observation, and document analysis, but they can also involve the use of a number of methodologies, including those that follow in this and the subsequent chapter.”

If you choose to focus on case study, what will it look like. Do quote Yin, he seems to have written hundreds of books. Everyone quotes him.
See this:

https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/how-to/research-methods/undertake-case-study-research

Here is one of his books. I have three in my bookcase.
Robert K. Yin. (2014). Case Study Research Design and Methods (5th ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
It is reviewed here:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/308385754_Robert_K_Yin_2014_Case_Study_Research_Design_and_Methods_5th_ed_Thousand_Oaks_CA_Sage_282_pages

Hope this helps.

Steve

Would you give me permission to use an edited version of this to upload on Moodle? I will remove any references to you or your email. It would save me time in typing……Thanks. Steve

image1.jpeg
“Quantitative’ Wethod

“Qualtative’ Method

ParadigmiAssumptions: posiivsm,
empircism

ParadigmiAssumtions: subjoctvism,
interprtivism, construcivism

Methodology: scientiic mothod,
hypothesis-dven, deductive,
relabl, val, eproducibl,
obioctive, goneralzable

Methodology: ethnomethodology.
phenomenclogy, ethnography.
acton research,inducive,
subjective, dographic, inuiive

Methods: large-scale,
generally surveying

Methods: smal-scale,
interviewing, observtion,
document analysis

Data Type: quanitaive.

Data Type: qualtative.

‘Analysis: statsics

‘Analysis: thomatc.
exploration






Advice given following a student enquiry 5 May 2021


.


 


 


The 3 blogs, which actually, really look like 3 mini reports/discussions, should 


share the same 


bibliography


 


at the end (so do not waste time doing 3 separate 


ones). They are all part of the one 1st assignment.


 


 


Assignment 1 section 1


-


 


This is the general discussion.


 


 


Blog


 


1:


 


An


 


evaluation


 


of


 


the


 


strengths


 


and


 


weaknesses


 


of


 


qualitative


 


approaches


 


to


 


research


 


in


 


a


 


particular


 


topic


 


in


 


the


 


context


 


of


 


other


 


methods,


 


establishing


 


this


 


approach


 


in


 


the


 


spectrum


 


of


 


research


 


methodologies.


 


Analysis


 


of


 


this


 


topic


 


and


 


its


 


viability


 


for


 


quantitative


 


approaches.


  


 


 


At


 


its


 


heart


 


this


 


is


 


a


 


general


 


discussion


 


about


 


the


 


advantages


 


and


 


disadvantages


 


of


 


choosing


 


qualitative


 


approaches.


 


 


Methodological options may be diverse, but credible design is reliant upon three key 


‘prerequisites’: the design addresses the question; it is suited to the researcher; and 


you have the ethi


cs approval, resources, time, and access necessary to accomplish 


the task.


 


 


Inevitably


 


you


 


will


 


reference


 


quantitative


 


approaches


 


since


 


these


 


are


 


the


 


alternative.


 


 


 


Keep


 


it


 


general.


 


You


 


will


 


obviously


 


mention


 


some


 


types


 


of


 


qualitative


 


approaches


 


but


 


leave


 


the


 


detail


 


to


 


section


 


2.


 


 


One


 


way


 


to


 


think


 


about


 


it


 


is


 


that:


 


 


·


 


The


 


advantages


 


of


 


qualitative


 


are


 


generally


 


the


 


disadvantages


 


of


 


quantitative.


 


 


·


 


The


 


disadvantages


 


of


 


qualitative


 


are


 


th


e


 


advantages


 


of


 


quantitative.


 


 


Therefore


 


you


 


can


 


twist


 


the


 


arguments


 


around


 


depending


 


on:


 


 


What


 


you


 


want


 


to


 


research?


 


 


What


 


are


 


the


 


opportunities


?


 


 


What


 


are


 


the


 


resources


 


available


 


and


 


what


 


resource


 


constraints


 


there


 


are?


 


 


(This


 


might


 


be


 


in


 


general


 


or


 


link


ed


 


to


 


you


 


personally.


 


This


 


is


 


because


 


there


 


may


 


be


 


money


 


implications,


 


time


 


constraints,


 


skill


 


constraint,


 


need


 


for


 


training,


 


access


 


to


 


IT,


 


access


 


to


 


people


 


to


 


interview


 


or


 


survey).


 


 


Discussion


 


of


 


u


sing


 


digital


 


resources


 


would


 


be


 


good.


 


They


 


can


 


help


 


both


 


quantitative


 


and


 


qualitative.


 


Digital


 


gives


 


opportunities


 


but


 


it


 


also


 


brings


 


in


 


its


 


own


 


special


 


problems,


 


for


 


both


 


methodologies.


 


 




Advice given following a student enquiry 5 May 2021 .     The 3 blogs, which actually, really look like 3 mini reports/discussions, should  share the same  bibliography   at the end (so do not waste time doing 3 separate  ones). They are all part of the one 1st assignment.     Assignment 1 section 1 -   This is the general discussion.     Blog   1:   An   evaluation   of   the   strengths   and   weaknesses   of   qualitative   approaches   to   research   in   a   particular   topic   in   the   context   of   other   methods,   establishing   this   approach   in   the   spectrum   of   research   methodologies.   Analysis   of   this   topic   and   its   viability   for   quantitative   approaches.        At   its   heart   this   is   a   general   discussion   about   the   advantages   and   disadvantages   of   choosing   qualitative   approaches.     Methodological options may be diverse, but credible design is reliant upon three key  ‘prerequisites’: the design addresses the question; it is suited to the researcher; and  you have the ethi cs approval, resources, time, and access necessary to accomplish  the task.     Inevitably   you   will   reference   quantitative   approaches   since   these   are   the   alternative.       Keep   it   general.   You   will   obviously   mention   some   types   of   qualitative   approaches   but   leave   the   detail   to   section   2.     One   way   to   think   about   it   is   that:        The   advantages   of   qualitative   are   generally   the   disadvantages   of   quantitative.        The   disadvantages   of   qualitative   are   th e   advantages   of   quantitative.     Therefore   you   can   twist   the   arguments   around   depending   on:     What   you   want   to   research?     What   are   the   opportunities ?     What   are   the   resources   available   and   what   resource   constraints   there   are?     (This   might   be   in   general   or   link ed   to   you   personally.   This   is   because   there   may   be   money   implications,   time   constraints,   skill   constraint,   need   for   training,   access   to   IT,   access   to   people   to   interview   or   survey).     Discussion   of   u sing   digital   resources   would   be   good.   They   can   help   both   quantitative   and   qualitative.   Digital   gives   opportunities   but   it   also   brings   in   its   own   special   problems,   for   both   methodologies.    

