[image: Discover Wales | Wales.com]Celebrating Language and Cultural Belonging to Wales
Contents Page.


Rationale: Page 3- 4
Overview of activities: Page 4 - 8
Evaluation: Page 8
Appendices: Page 9 - 16
References: Page 17












Schools in Wales, usually celebrate, Welsh culture and its traditions through the promotion of the Welsh language, culture, history and geographical features of Wales which are imbedded into the Curriculum, this historically has been a big part of learning for children in Wales for centuries, these traditions are used to promote and develop the children’s understanding of their heritage and to give them a sense of belonging, whilst learning the Welsh language. The recent recommendations from the Successful Futures report (2015 p.115) conducted by Donaldson recommends that “The Welsh language should remain compulsory up to the age of 16 and there should be a renewed focus in schools on learning Welsh primarily as a means of communication, particularly oral communication and understanding”. (See Appendix 1)
The above statement, not only refers to the Welsh language but to second languages in general and can be seen to be supported by others such as, Wyse and Jones (2008 p.193) who state that, “it is pointed out that speaking and listening should not be seen as part of the subject English alone but as extending to all curriculum areas, acknowledging that different types of talk will be appropriate in different subject areas”.  
Cummings (2008) cited in Gross (2013 p.6) 
“notes that while many second language learners develop conversational fluency basic interpersonal communication skills (BICS) within two years of immersion in the target language, it takes much longer (five to seven years) to learn the more academic language, such as cognitive academic language proficiency (CALP)”.  
This should be considered when teaching the children Welsh as a second language in primary schools.  The children need to acquire several skills in their learning of a second language with the appropriate amount of time and repetition given, due to being only learning it incidentally at times or a ‘slot drilio’ session within class for a short amount of time each day. A pattern of the week is also a successful way to imbed language learning.  (See Appendix 2).
Some parents decide that they would like their child to be fluent in a second language and in Wales, that language is Welsh.  In some parts of Wales, Welsh is not the dominant language, these depend on location and demographics of the country. (See Appendix 3) Some more rural parts of Wales are predominantly Welsh first language, however, this is not the case in bigger cities of Wales.  Pritchard and Woolard 2010 cited in Pritchard (2018 p.28) says “Social learning theory emphasises the role of observation and participation as a means of learning.  Interaction with others is stressed, but it is not seen as fundamental to learning”.  Therefore, parents and caregivers ask themselves copious questions thinking about the future of their children in Wales. Employers now ask for some understanding and knowledge of the Welsh language, this in turn raises the awareness of the Welsh Language. Baker (2014 p.20) indicates that 
“second language support may also be provided by parents in the form of CDs, DVDs, videos, books, TV and the internet.  One limitation of bilingualism learned in the street is that the level of language development is specific to that environment.  The relatively simple conversational skills required for communication in the street and playground need to blossom further”. 
This is also supported by MacBlain (2014 p.46)
 “Vygotsky viewed language as the means of transmitting meaning.  As children use language, they engage with those around them through their interpretation of what they hear and say, and in this way they enter a process whereby they contribute to their communities and to the wider society”.
The support network for the children to be brought up bilingually ultimately rests with the parents, family and the communities in which they live.  The more these communities use the Welsh language, then it becomes commonplace for the language to be passed on to the children as it becomes internalised through the experiences they are receiving in their everyday lives. (See Appendix 4)

The class selected, is a junior STF (Specialist Teaching Facility), the year group range of the children are between year three and year six. The school is in a significant area of deprivation with considerable levels of life skills support needed for both the children and parents. However, the majority of the children in our STF are transported in to school, as they are living outside the catchment area.  The school will be referred to as School A.
 In school A, there is an emphasis on promoting the Welsh language, the history and culture of Wales.  Every year on the run up to March 1st, St. David’s Day, the school has Welsh week and all of the areas of learning using the new curriculum is planned around Wales, its language and culture.  This is supported in the Successful Futures documentation (2015 p.65) “Pedagogy that makes full use of wider skills within and across each Area of Learning and Experience, particularly problem solving, creative and critical thinking is likely to activate such powerful learning for children and young people”.  
 The activities are differentiated throughout the so that all children are able to learn effectively and are able to contribute to the festival week of Wales, School A has adopted the statements from the Successful Futures Report and personalised them to reflect our aims, ambitions and policies for learning within the school and believe that the children need to develop skills to become ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world. (See Appendix 5) This is noted by Donaldson (2015 p.28) in the Successful Futures document when they state that, “Our children and young people need to be rooted in their own cultures and to have a strong sense of identity as citizens of Wales, the United Kingdom, Europe and the wider world”.    There are several activities arranged by the school, in which the school, arrange for Welsh artists, authors and songwriters to come into school this can take the form of, performing the music and lyrics that they have written, to undertake an art lesson, to sing for the children or to read the stories they have written to the children in each class, sitting in the Welsh cwtch (see Appendix 6), this is a big undertaking for the school, although, this style of learning for children can be more involving and interactive, including those children who have additional learning needs this will be paramount to effective learning.  
The standard welsh activities in class are the colouring of the welsh flag, (See Appendix 7) again which can be differentiated for the class, not necessarily by age but by ability.  The children are encouraged to enter into competitions, each year group or class has a different category.  Some of the children in the STF take part in competitions relevant to their age groups, others do not partake in the activities if they are to be completed at home over half term.  The support network from some parents is fundamentally lacking, in supporting their children with learning at home. However, this is not always the case and the Eisteddfod entries are displayed on a board near the doors in the corridors for all to see and celebrated. (See Appendix 8)
Due to the global pandemic arising this year, the artists were unable attend school in person.  These were completed over teams, artist Helen Elliot linked up with us from her home in Newcastle Emlyn, to show the children how to complete a painting in her style of painting. This was a very different experience for the children as they worked with her and painted their interpretations of her work. The children had to follow complex instructions to recreate a piece of work, whilst being observed on line by the artist herself.  Some of the most talented artists in the class thoroughly enjoyed this session and have since carried on with painting in a similar way.   Unfortunately, these pictures were unable to be included in the appendix due to identifying features of the children on the artwork.
The children in the junior department of the school also had an online visit from Eloise Williams, the Children’s Laureate Wales, 2019 – 2020 in our Welsh Week, Eloise Williams read to the children and they were able to ask her questions about her books, the children enjoyed finding out that her books were written about places in Wales.  This raised several questions, usually relevant to the writing in the book, as these books had been read in class from the January to the March.  The visit of Eloise Williams, was initially kept from the children, to be a surprise to them for St. David’s Day, the book was a novel shared in class, a chapter at a time to be read at the end of the day.  This hopefully instils a love of reading in the children and demonstrates that we all enjoy reading at any age. Goodwin (2011 p.4) notes that “Teachers engage their pupils in the pleasures of reading as much as in its functional purposes, ensuring that leaning to read never becomes a chore and that, every day, no matter what age or stage of development pupils are at, books are shared for sheer enjoyment”. 
 By having people into school, is helping to demonstrate to the children that they can do anything if they want to, showing the children that people from Wales can become and famous and have accolades that are impressive. 
 To have this accessibility to talented Welsh people to visit and to inspire the children in our school is truly motivating to our pupils.
During the continuation of our St. David’s Day celebrations, children will make daffodils, castles, dragons or leeks, during craft sessions.  The children are encouraged to design and make their own creations. Taking about the colours in Welsh, using some vocabulary incidentally to describe their creations if they were able and willing to have a go.  Some of the younger children or those who cannot comprehend the designing or creating of the Welsh symbols, will take part in the cooking of welsh cakes or designing ‘shwmae’ posters (See Appendix 9).  
The children choose what they want to do, some children in the class have sensory issues, so are unable to touch the raw welsh cakes, or the smell disrupts their senses.  This activity was particularly useful for the younger children as we counted in welsh and talked about the colours of the ingredients in Welsh and the shape of the ingredients then what shape they wanted to make their Welsh cakes, they were shown photographs and looked at real welsh cakes first, then we wanted to have a bit of fun to imbed the Welsh phrases or words used to describe them. 
The children take part in a handwriting competition, this is a non- negotiable for the whole junior department in the school during St. David’s Day.  Each child in the juniors write out the Welsh National Anthem, the piece of paper is the same for all children in Key Stage 2. (See Appendix 10) These are then judged blind on a class by class basis, there are drumrolls and lots of praise given for effort and time taken.  For some children, the task of writing is a challenge and does not come easy to some.  Cremin (2009 p.68) notes that “Vygotsky (1978:118) suggested ‘an intrinsic need should be aroused in them and writing should be incorporated into a task that is necessary and relevant for life’”.  This is the belief of School A, they believe that if the children use the National Anthem as a handwriting competition then they are learning the Anthem at the same time, hence, giving importance to the National Anthem and recognising the heritage, culture and history of their county.  
We use maths challenge cards (See Appendix 11) as an activity to challenge our more able children in the STF, as some are high functioning children with ASD, these children sometimes find the usual crafts easy and they would like something more to develop their ability in maths if that is where their strengths are.
Another aspect of St. David’s Day we celebrate in School A, is the sport of rugby and football and the value it has in our lives.  The ratio of boys in the STF class are 9:2 in favour of boys, some of the boys play for a local rugby team, this is very important to them and they enjoy listening to some of the songs, that relate to rugby games, such as from the six nations matches. Wales football team getting to the semi-finals a few years back, helped with the profile of sport in Wales. This in turn, also gives prominence of the Welsh language within the school.  They stand when they hear the national anthem and sing out loud and with pride.  This is the culture that is enjoyed by so many in Wales, this tradition and love for our heritage is of the utmost importance if we are to keep the Welsh language alive and to give Wales the status it deserves.
Around School A, there are always bilingual signs and signs relating to feelings and welcoming and supporting our language, this is sometimes supported by pictures, which some of our children are used to seeing on their visual timetables. (See Appendix 12)

As a school, School A promotes the Welsh language, culture and heritage of Wales extremely well, this has been noticed by our challenge advisor, for the effort and enthusiasm for learning welsh that the children have.  As a whole school community, we all work hard to learn Welsh as a second language, especially when the majority of staff are not welsh speaking.  This is again supported by the Criw Cymraeg, (See Appendix 13) this involves two children from each year group from year three to year six including two children from our STF.  They led on assemblies once a week, and the whole assembly was conducted using the pattern of the week.
The only wish one has for this celebration of Wales, is that some of the children should be allowed to have some differentiation of size of lines of the paper when writing the Welsh National Anthem due to the additional learning needs that some of our children have, this time of inclusion, this needs to be addressed ready for this year’s celebration.  All children have the intrinsic need to feel included and be part of their school community, one of their rights to feel that they belong and not to feel isolated or excluded from any task.  The majority of activities on offer for our Welsh Week and St. David’s Day are or can be differentiated at any time, to instil confidence and to raise self – esteem and self – worth. 
Walton and Goddard (2012 p.129) states, “All children can feel good about themselves because they all possess some talents, skills, aptitudes and qualities that can be praised, acknowledged and celebrated together”.  
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