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| NT. CANTEEN
Herm a is | ooking down at her |unch

HERM A (V. Q)
(frowni ng)

Poki ng at her lunch and pushing it around the plate.

VWhat on earth is this ness? It's
nothing |li ke we had at hone!

('si ghi ng)
She puts a folk full of cabbage in her nmouth and chews.
Ah herring, pickles warm bread, al
washed down with a | arge beer! Those
wer e the days.

She | ooks up from her |unch and | ooks around.

(smling)
Those were the days. | do m ss you
Arne, so much. | wish you could be

here right now Then maybe this sad
excuse for a lunch wouldn't seem so
bad.

she | ooks to her side and sees a paper, she picks it up and
starts to read it.

(smling)
Maybe this will take ny mnd off this
awf ul | unch
She reads.
"UP AGAINST I T BUT WE FI GHT ON
(muttering to herself)
Well that didn't work!

She | ooks up fromthe paper and notices a nman wal ki ng t owar ds
her.

D GBY
(smling)

He approaches the table.
May | join you?

He sits down opposite Herm a.



| NT. CANTEEN
HERM A
She | ooks hi mup and down.

(through greeted teeth)
Make yourself at home why don't you

DI GBY
(nervously)

Thanks
HERM A

Looki ng Digby in the eye.
You | ook, very famliar!
(pausi ng)
What departnent are you with?
DI GBY
(nervously)
| work in London actually, yes London.
HERM A
She | ooks at her plate and pushes it aside.
DI GBY
(sightly smling)
You don't like the food?
HERM A
Looks himup and down.
Do you?
DI GBY
He | ooks down and then back at Herm a
Let nme tell you sonething. |'ve
debriefed pilots who have been shot
down over France and nade their way
hone.

HERM A

She | ooks away then back at D ghy.



DI GBY
(passi onat el y)
We think we're experiencing austerity,
but we don't know t he meani ng of the
word. The Frogs are starving to death.
After hearing those stories,
everything tastes good to ne.

HERM A
she | ooks straight at him
(expressionl ess)
Austerity is no excuse for vile
cooking. Is it sir, isit?

DI GBY
(smling)
They did warn nme that you were, quite
straight and to the point.

HERM A

(sharply)
So, what el ese did they say?

DI GBY
That you're bilingual in English and
Dani sh which is why you're head of the
Denmar k desk, | presune.

HERM A
She | ooks left to right and then back at Di gby.

(sarcastically)
No. The war is the reason for that.
Bef ore, no wonman had ever rose above
the I evel of secretary assistant in
M 6

DI G&BY
Looks down at his cup of tea and then
back at Herm a
HERM A
She pulls her chair in closer to the table.
(sarcastically)

You see, we didn't have anal ytica
m nds did we before the war!



DI GBY
(smling nervously)

He pushes back his chair away fromthe table.

HERM A
W were nore suited to homemaki ng and
havi ng children. But since war broke
out well, wonen's brains have
undergone a remar kabl e change haven't
t hey? All of a sudden we have becone
capabl e of work that previously could
only be acconplished by the masculine
mentality.

Dl GBY
Pulls his chair in closer to the table.

(smling )
Look Herm a | agree.

HERM A

She | ooks at himand shakes her head.
D GBY

Moves closer to her

| have noticed these changes in
attitude believe ne, | have.And |'m
not the only one!

HERM A
(frowni ng)
So why have you been checki ng up on
me?
(pausi ng)
Way the interest?



Dl GBY
Seats back in his chair.

(slightly enbarrassed)
There are two reasons, first you're
t he nost beautiful wonman |'ve ever
seen.

HERM A
Looks away the back at Di gby.

(surprised, shocked)
| ve never been told anything |ike
that before, and certainly not froma
conpl et e stranger

Looki ng down at her unfinished | unch.

(enbarrassed)
Gk, ok.What was the other reason?

DI GBY
Looki ng around.

(whi speri ng)
"1l tell you now.

HERM A
(it mpatiently)

What, what is it?
Dl GBY
Looki ng strai ght at her

Wuld you like to go out on the tiles?

HERM A
(surprised)
What ?

DI G&BY
| said would you like to go out to ne?

HERM A

(sharply)
Certainly not!
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