

SELF REFLECTION 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Upon completing and submitting the first part of our assignment for our Developing Creative Projects module in which each individual had to create an idea for their projects, be it a website, an online magazine, a short film, a vlog or a music video, we had moved on to the next assignment where we had to bring our idea to life and actually create it. I had chosen to do a music video but with the concept of a short film, therefore I wanted my music video to tell a story. Not just any story, but my story. I wasn’t very satisfied with my previous work as I felt that I could’ve presented it a lot better but sadly time wasn’t on my side. Looking back, I realised that I had made careless mistakes that had led to my portfolio not being the best that it could’ve been. Learning from my mistake, I was determined to work even harder for this module.

The song I have chosen to use for my projects is Habits by Tove Lo. The reason I chose this particular song is because the lyrics are relatable to my personal bad experience with my past relationship. Breaking up with my partner last year had led me to going mental. I was skipping classes, barely eating, smoking more than I usually would and going out every week. I had bad mental breakdowns and had even self-harmed. It was such a bad time for me and no one really understood why I was doing the things that I did. So the reason and motive for my projects, is to inform others what I was going through that had led me to these bad habits. I also chose the video style of dark and edgy because I believe it fits perfectly with the song and the plot line.

I started shooting in early March as I wanted to make sure I used the amount of time that I had to my advantage. Throughout my journey with this project, I have encountered several obstacles, such as equipment issues. Before I started shooting, I had initially planned to use the Canon 70D camera but to my dismay, it had already been booked out by another student. This led me to using the Panasonic LUMIX GH5 camera which I must say, is an excellent camera to use as the quality was just top notch. We aren’t allowed to book out the equipment’s for too long, as other students need to use them as well, so at one point I didn’t have the GH5 with me to film on the days I needed to and had to use the GH4 camera as an alternative. I did not realise until much later when I was in my editing stage, that the two cameras had different visual qualities. This led to another obstacle I had faced during this production. 

The locations I had filmed at for my project was Taphouse72 for my party scenes, my dorm room for the scenes of me waking up and getting ready, the reception area for my dialogue scene with Haziq and Fatin, and the parking lot outside of Noakes 1 for my crying scenes. I had chosen these locations to do the convenience of it being just walking distance for me. It was a challenge for me to film my scenes at the SU due to people being drunk and had always interrupted my filming or not having enough shots taken that night due to me wanting to join in the fun as quickly as possible, hence I didn’t bother to check if I had enough footage and if they were good enough to be used. For the party scenes, I had to reshoot them 5 times, which was such a hassle for I had to drag all my friends who were helping me film, along. We also had to go on the days where there would be a lot of people there as I did not want the SU to be so dead, for my footage would not turn out the way I had planned. Therefore, in my project, you will see that there are two different party scenes. I had learned from my mistake and always made sure to film everything I needed and checking them out before proceeding with my night.

Another obstacle was time management. I thought I had plenty of time to film but in actual fact, I didn’t. During Easter, I had gone to London for a week and the flew straight to Amsterdam and spent another week there. By the time I got home, I only had about a week and a half to film, as I was planning to go to Manchester at the end of the month with my two good friends, Haziq and Irfan. We had gone for the weekend to attend an event called Illuminaughty where Irfan and I volunteered to be videographers for them. This had open my eyes a lot more, as I can definitely see myself doing this for a living and once I go back to Malaysia, I plan to go to many events and volunteer as a videographer for them so I can grow and be  better videographer and editor. It will also look good on my resume and online portfolio. After coming home from Manchester, I was only left with less than 2 weeks to film before submission. 

During the days I wasn’t filming, I had gone to the Mac Lab and started editing the footage had already got. This was hard for me because I do not like editing until ive completely gotten all my footages. It was at this time where I had realised the camera quality difference between the GH5 and the GH4. The visual colours were just way off and so was the quality. With only a few days left to film, I had booked out the GH5 yet again, and had filmed another party scene and my crying scenes. I wish I had realised this earlier on, but I have no one to blame but myself as I should’ve done it way before. 

During my last session with Brett, I had shown him the project that was still in progress, so I could get some feedback from him and to ask him for help. For my project, I have a few scenes where there are dialogues and it was such a challenge for me to transition the video from a music video to a short film. I couldn’t get the music to transition nicely and I was about to give up. Brett helped me overcome the problem by giving some helpful tips such as teaching me about diegetic and non-diegetic sounds. He gave me the idea of transitioning the music from a non-diegetic where it’s the actual music playing for the music video to diegetic where my characters are talking but the Habits music is still playing in the background, but I have edited it with Adobe Audition where I made the music seem more of a background music in real life, as if it was playing off the radio or someone’s phone. I don’t believe I did the greatest of jobs with that part, but with only 1 day to submission, I didn’t really have much time.

In my project, I had used a lot of glitch effects as its always been my favourite type of effects and I think it fit quite well with the video for when I was actually in that state last year, that’s how I felt. Glitched out in this place we call reality. I had also made sure to sync the beats with the effect for a greater impact. My music video was inspired by the actual music video for Habits and Invisible by Kesha. 

For this project, I had actually changed quite a few things from what I had initially stated in my previous portfolio. Though I made sure the theme, the motive and the storyline stayed the same. A few scenes I decided to change was the bottle breaking scene. I decided against it because I had to film that scene at night but while everyone was sleeping. Breaking the bottles would made a lot of unwanted noise and the mess it will leave after is just a hassle. Another scene I changed was the introduction /narrative scene. In my portfolio for the Developing Creative Projects, I had stated that the scene will be of me crying and screaming with a me narrating about my past. I had changed it into a lot of cut out scenes that fit the narration that I did.  The dialogue scene I had done with Haziq and Fatin wasn’t even supposed to be a dialogue scene. It was supposed to be me hanging out with them but not really being into it at all. I also changed my ‘couch scene’ where I was inspired by Lido’s video that he had shown at Good Vibes last year in Malaysia. The scene would be of me sitting on the couch but with different positions and I was going to edit it in a glitched out way. I changed this scene to me sitting on the floor and with each glitched scene, another bottle or can of alcohol appears gradually until I am surrounded by them. I also decided to add a few scenes of me lip syncing to the song which was an idea given to me by Irfan. It worked super well and im so glad with how those parts turned out. I believe it made my project look more of an actual music video thanks to this.

In the previous module, we had to create our own Gant Chart so we can keep track and follow through with the days we wanted to film or travel or just chill. I, unfortunately, did not follow through with my gant chart at all. With spontaneous events, weather issues and loads of travelling, it was hard to actually stick to the gant chart. 

Another issue I faced is the lack of footage which caused me to reuse a lot of scenes throughout the video. I tried to limit the repetition as much as I could but with not enough footages, I could only do so much. Im not really satisfied with it but I do hope it still turns out great and meets everyone’s expectations.

I have learned a lot throughout my journey with this production. I have gotten better with premiere pro though I am still learning as time goes on. My favourite part is the editing stage as its always been something im good at compared to video graphing. With the opportunity of getting to be a videographer for Illuminaughty, I got to practice more on my video graphing skills and im very pleased with the footages I got. It has opened my eyes to new and better opportunities later in the future for me which I cannot wait to pursue. I am still learning to be a better director and video producer as well and hope to produce better films or music videos later on. I have Brett and Matt to thank for making me be the person I am today. They both have shown so much support in my videos and have helped me a lot. I am also grateful for my friends for helping me film though they themselves were busy with their own work. Though my video could’ve been better, I am still quite happy with the end product. I have learned that I should definitely keep track of time when filming otherwise I will be left rushing and not getting enough footages or good shots in the end. I have also learned that I should really stop procrastinating and should always film as early as possible so I have enough time in the end to check my footages in case none of them turned out great and so I can edit my videos to absolute perfection. I am grateful for everyone who had accompanied me on this journey and had supported and helped me through it all. I wouldn’t have made it without them.  
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