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My first day of placement within my local Swansea school I was shown around and given forms to complete before my placement started. I had to read regarding safeguarding and confidentiality, I also had to fill in a form with my details on as well as provide my up to date enhanced DBS form which enables me to work with children. Afterwards I was to attend an outing with the reception class to the Glyn Vivian art gallery in Swansea. The class consisted of 27 children that day along with me and two teaching assistants and the class teacher. There is a child in the class that has cerebral palsy and needed to be taken partly around the gallery in his wheelchair, as he couldn’t walk far. When we got to the gallery the children were able to explore the different varieties of art works and paintings etc. There was a tour guide showing us the various art and interacted with the children to explain what sculptures were etc. The children then were given a task of finding different objects by looking at part of an image on a clipboard, they then had to find them within a room full of artefacts and pictures. They all helped each other until it was finished. The tour guide then got the children to sit in a large space and using the inspiration around them they had to draw a portrait of themselves or family member. They then had to be creative and use coloured tissue paper and colouring pencils to decorate their portraits. The children really enjoyed the visit and understood the different types of Art.
Day two of my placement I observed outdoor learning with the red group which consisted of six children, they worked in pairs and stood around a rough tray that was filled with stones, conkers and sticks. The teacher explained that in their pairs they were to create a jungle animal using the resources in the rough tray. They were very creative and took a short time making their animal, after they had finished the teacher then asked the children how they could measure their creations but without using a ruler. A few children mentioned using the sticks in the rough tray but the teacher explained they were different sizes so the measurement wouldn’t be accurate, the children thought and with some guidance came up with using their hands or feet as they were the same size etc. That was the children’s next task to do was to work together again and measure what they had made. I observed the children enjoying outdoor learning and the freedom they had and enjoyed working together. The afternoon was with the blue group and did the same session and the children enjoyed doing the task and discussed it when they were back in the classroom.  
Day three I observed the class taking part in a session of PE with the schools PE teacher. I helped some of the children getting changed as a few needed support and then observed the lesson in the hall. The teacher had set up some physical activities for the children and talked them through what he wanted them to do, he set up cones and hoops and small bars. Each activity was different, and each child had a turn of each obstacle. The children enjoyed getting exercise and taken part. The session lasted for half an hour and afterwards I assisted the children to get dressed ready for lunch. After lunch that day the children cleaned their teeth in the classroom, they have their own toothbrush in the classroom that gets washed after each use. Each child would need a consent form completed and returned for teeth brushing from their parents, these forms are kept in the office in a folder.
Day four I observed a support assistant teacher working with a child that was Autistic, the teacher was enhancing her speech and language development. Positive reinforcement of picture cards were used for the child to encourage her to speak and say what she sees on the card and to copy, for e.g the teacher was smiling to show the child that the card was showing the word smiling, and the child then understood and said the word. The lesson was positive, and the child received praise throughout the lesson. The teacher then explained to me that when the child started in September, she didn’t speak at all and only pointed to things she wanted from her folder that was in the class. The folder consisted of picture cards to show things for e.g toilet, drink, outside etc. Now after the support in class the child is more confident and becoming more independent and speaking much more so an improvement since September. 
Day five I worked in the additional nursery classroom, the children are very young and need a lot of support and direction and guidance as they are not used to the structure of a classroom and they don’t know how to share how to sit on the carpet etc. The teacher of the class took the register and went through the phonic sounds on the screen with the children, afterwards I planned an activity with some of them, I cut out circles and the children used paint and bubble wrap to decorate the circle, I had to establish what child knew what a circle was and what hand they used etc to make notes. Afterwards they went out to have fruit and milk and played outside for the rest of the afternoon.  
Day six today on my placement I was on yard duty and observed the children playing together and running for exercise, I witnessed a few occasions of empathy when someone was hurt their friend helped them and either brought them to me or another teacher that was on duty. When we went inside after break my reception class took part in a yoga exercise in the main hall, they had to follow a lady that was on the big screen and had great fun doing this, the hall is a big space and gives the children a lot more freedom etc. The children do yoga once a week sometimes more if the weather is to bad to go out into the yard. The children seem relaxed after the yoga session. 
Day seven and today I am with another reception class and I went to the post office with the class this morning. Each child had an invitation addressed to their parents inviting them to an event that takes place next week. As we were leaving the school the children walked in pairs wearing hi vis jackets so to be safe as it’s a short walk to the post office. We walked with the children myself and the class teacher and two teaching assistants. When we got to the post office the children posted their letters one by one and then we walked back to school. 
Day eight I am back with my other reception class today and the children are practicing for the event that the parents have been invited to. It is called My school has talent and the children have been very busy rehearsing for this event. They have made crowns with jungle animals on and also painted sheets to wear from their wrists. The main event of the show is sign language and the children show this by signing to two songs that they have learned. They also have to act out Gerald the giraffe which is a story map that the children have been working on aswell. The children practice the two songs in the classroom with direction from the teacher. In the afternoon I observed the child that suffers from cerebral palsy working with the support teacher, he worked on a wipe clean board the teacher wrote a number first and he had to copy what she had written. After doing numbers on the wipe clean board he then worked with number cards zero to five and had to put them in order from the lowest to the highest. He needed a lot of encouragement as he was not very interested in doing the number cards, so the teacher motivated him by doing one first and then he did. He received praise throughout.
Day nine Today the children had a visit from an outside premises, the company is responsible for going into schools and explaining the importance of cleaning your teeth to the children, they ask various questions to the children to get them to see if they know for e.g how long should you clean your teeth for etc. Once they have had a chat with the class the children go up the dentist chair one by one to have enamel sparkle onto their teeth. Before this can happen, each child must have consent from the parents before the enamel can be applied, the consent forms are held in the school office in a marked folder. Not every child has consent as their parents take them to the family dentist to receive all dental treatment. Any child that doesn’t have that consent simply doesn’t have the enamel applied. Some of the children said that it doesn’t taste nice but the gentlemen explains that its to protect the teeth and they aren't to brush their teeth until the next day.
Day ten my last day of placement I worked with reception class and to start the day they did their phonic sounds with the teacher and had assembly, where I observed the children singing various songs and also it is known as a golden assembly. Where any children that have done really well within their classroom they have a golden star from their teacher, and also any out of school activities that any child takes part in is also mentioned, in the golden assembly if that child has gained certificates etc. One child attends swimming and received her first badge and certificate and it was shown in assembly by the head mistress and all children clap and praise is given. After assembly I attended the local library with the other reception class to listen to the teacher read a story to the children. The librarian then gives a talk on how useful a library is and how each child can have their own library card to take books out and take them home to read. The children were asked if they read at home and quite a few said yes. The librarian explained how important reading is and how much fun it can be. The teacher then took the book that she had read to the children back to the school as they were going to be working on it in the classroom the next week.    
