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	NAME: Elsie Thomas
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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
1. A child’s voice: Police effectiveness in capturing and responding to the voice of a a child victim or witness to mitigate adverse childhood experiences.
INTRODUCTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading

This proposal will advocate the importance of police effectiveness in capturing a child’s voice when dealing with children as both victims and witnesses. Children who are victims and witnesses to crime, are likely to be exposed to adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) which the police service should aim to minimise where possible. Research suggests that ACES can “include being a victim of abuse, neglect or exposure to risk in the home or community” (Waite, R. Ryan, R. 2020). Suggesting, that police are certain to have significant involvement in incidents where ACES are prevalent. Studies into ACES revealed that, “all generations with one or more early-life adversities were at greater risk for substance abuse, mental illness, and perpetrating violence than those reporting no ACES”. (Asmundson, G. Afifi, T. 2019). This research is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as it is necessary, relevant and will not only outline what the police service already do, but it will highlight areas of improvement to enhance police effectiveness in identifying and adequately responding to the voice of a child victim or witness. Consideration will be given to the causes of ACEs and what can be done by police to help identify and act on these in order to mitigate them. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question

This proposal will be directed to achieve three main objectives:
1. Assess police effectiveness in obtaining a child’s voice when attending incidents with a child victim or witness. 
2. Evaluate police ability to recognise the causes of ACES when responding to incidents and how effectively these are addressed.
3. Identify how police can improve effectiveness in capturing and responding to a child’s voice to minimise ACEs.

A survey will be disseminated to all response police officers and public protection unit officers within Gwent Police which will direct questions surrounding a child’s voice and how they set out to capture this. The data will be analysed to assess police effectiveness at obtaining a child’s voice when dealing with them as either a victim or a witness to crime.

The survey sampled will also direct questions to officers surrounding their management of the information they obtain from the child’s thoughts and feelings. voice. This will include questions around how they record this and how they represent this information and who they share this with. The data will be evaluated in to assess police effectiveness in responding to the voice of a child who has been a victim or a witness to crime.

The results of the survey will be used in comparison with existing literature reviews to identify how police can improve in obtaining and responding to a child’s voice to minimise a child’s exposure to ACEs.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem

Key literature that will be used to form the foundations of this research proposal will include Public Protection Notifications (PPNs) which is a police organisational strategic plan which is “an information-sharing document that records safeguarding concerns about an adult or child. PPNs are shared with partner agencies to inform a multi-agency response”. (HMICFRS, 2023)

Research suggests that there is a niche in research surrounding the police service and their role in capturing a child’s voice. A similar study was conducted regarding the voice of a child within Social Work and it was identified that, “there is a lack of practice guidance when it comes to conceptualising, capturing and interpreting a child’s voice to inform decision making” (Williams, T. Parry, S. 2023). Although the importance of a child’s voice has been recognised within research surrounding social work, this is yet to be researched from a policing perspective. Police are generally the first point of contact for children who have been exposed to a crime whether as a victim or a witness. Suggesting, that police have the earliest opportunity to capture the initial thoughts, feelings and emotional response of the child. The decisions that are made surrounding children who have been a victim or witness of a crime, often impact them significantly. Therefore, it is arguable that the child’s thoughts and feelings should be accurately recognised by police so that the most appropriate response can be implemented to work to prevent ACES. Research criticises that, “children continue to be the recipients of adult-led, deficit-facing practices underpinned by a longstanding preoccupation with identifying and managing ‘risk’.” (Case, S. Creaney, S. Coleman, N. Haines, K. Little, R. Worral, V. 2020). Although police work surrounding children is often significantly supported by a partnership approach with agencies such as social services, it is still essential that police accurately capture the initial voice of the child and ensure that this is documented and shared with partner agencies to ensure that the child has the correct care and support moving forward. If police fail to accurately capture, document, and share the voice of the child, this could prevent ACEs being identified and minimised. Similarly, the ability of police to prevent the child from being exposed to further incidents as a child victim or witness, may significantly impact the prevention or development of ACES. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
What research methods are you going to do and why?
This proposal will use surveys as a research method.
Why are they best suited to your research 
A survey will allow a prompt distribution of questions to police officers within response and public protection roles. A survey will allow relevant questions to be directed to officers which surround working with children as victims and witnesses. Particularly focusing on a child’s voice, and ACEs. Obtaining this information as a survey will reach more officers within a shorter time frame without compromising the quality of data. Using a survey to conduct this research will also be less time consuming than other methods of research available.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?
This proposal will sample research amongst professionals who work within fields that have exposure to children who are victims and witnesses of crime. The research will be sampled amongst, front line response officers, and Public Protection Unit officers.
Sampling perspectives from experts who work in this field means that accurate data will be gathered from policing professionals. These professionals will have frequent contact with children who have either been victims or witnesses of crime and will speak to them in the early stages of a police investigation. This will acquire accurate answers from officers to establish how they carry out their duties when dealing with incidents involving children, how they document this and how they share this with relevant agencies. This will also establish police knowledge in what happens with this information and how it assists children. Research sampled among police officers will highlight how policing methods can be enhanced to effectively manage ACES in children.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 
Research surrounding children may encounter ethical problems if surveys were answered by persons under the age of 18, or those who have been a victim or a witness to crime. A child who has been exposed to ACEs is likely to fall under the above categories causing ethical issues surrounding any research.
However, this can be mitigated by directing the survey to professionals who work with children who are exposed to ACEs and their contact with the police service.


	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 
Survey creation, 2 weeks to create.
Survey dissemination, 2 weeks to gather responses.
Research for this proposal is estimated to take 3 weeks to analyse. 
Dissertation writing is estimated to take 4 months.
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Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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