Revision test to review the main points from the first 4 session of CSTF5015:  Friday 08/03/2013

Questions based on session (1)
1.1  Define a headword, as in the verb analyse:-
A headword is the smallest word in a word family from which all other family members (inflections and derivations) are generated. Thus, analyse would generate analyses, analyze, analyzes, analysis, analytical, analytically etc…
Incidentally, the average degree-educated native English speaker is estimated to have a 20,000 headword vocabulary.  

1.2  If a grader reader has 1200 headwords, what is the significance of this ? 
It means that the reader is designed for a pre-intermediate level audience that is expected to comprehend this number of headwords. It also means that all the words in the book will be generated from this 1200 figure and no other words will be included. 
1.3  Most grammar books show the reference information on the left-hand page and the exercises on the right. What is the significance of this fact ?
It allows the student to work independently of classes and the teacher to have access to useful grammar resources
1.4  Which, in your opinion, is the most important; grammar or vocabulary (and justify your choice)?
Both are important to language learning. However, it is possible to communicate and be understood in the absence of perfect grammar but in the presence of recognisable lexis. Look at the following examples :-
(A) Good afternoon, sir. How you are ?
(B) And the slythy toves did gyre and gimble in the wabe.

The first example contains a word order error in the question. However, it is still clear to the listener that this is the standard way of greeting someone. On the other hand, the second example (an extract from Lewis Carroll’s The Jabberwocky) makes no sense at all, even when we recognise the various parts of speech.  As a result, the reader is free to let loose his/her own imagination which is the main aim of poetry.

Questions based on session (2)
2.1  What is the main difference between the pronouns I and Me ?
“I”  is the subject pronoun and “Me” is the object pronoun.
2.2  Reflexive pronouns are common in English. Which reflexive would be suitable with the following phrasal verbs ?  
	- Sit yourself/yourselves down		- Wake yourself/yourselves up
2.3  What is the main difference between who and whom ?
“Who” is the subject relative pronoun
“Whom”  is the object relative pronoun
2.4  The cat sat on the mat is a classic example of a simple sentence. What are the other main types of sentence ?
(2) A compound sentence, e.g. The cat sat on the mat and the dog sat on the sofa. Thus, a compound is where you have two main clauses joined by a conjunction. In essence, and for the above example,  it means simple sentence (A) + and + simple sentence (B).
(3) A complex sentence, e.g. The cat was sitting on the mat when the dog walked in. Here the main clause is the simple sentence (The cat was sitting on the mat) which creates a complex structure when the subordinate clause (when the dog walked in) is added.  
2.5  Describe a simple test for establishing whether a noun is countable or uncountable (aka non-count or mass noun)
How many + countable, e.g. How many pens, pencils, rulers, erasers ?
How much + uncountable, e.g. How much beer, wine, tea, coffee, etc… 

Questions based on session (3)
3.1 Change all the main verbs, in the following text, to the simple past tense:-
I get up at 6:40am, make breakfast and then watch the news on TV. After that, I have a shower and then get dressed. I drive the children to school at around 8am and then arrive at work at around 8:30am.
I got up at 6:40am, made breakfast and then watched the news on TV. After that, I had a shower and then got dressed. I drove the children to school at around 8am and then arrived at work at around 8:30am.

3.2 In what way do the past simple and past continuous tenses interact ?
The past simple is often used to describe events that interrupt a past continuous event. For example, “As I was taking a shower, the phone rang”. 

3.3 draw a time-line to illustrate the above relationship:-
The lecturer will demonstrate via the WB (Whiteboard)

3.4 Name two main uses of the present simple, complete with examples
(A) Permanent truths – Water freezes at zero degree centigrade.
(B) Habitual actions – During the  week I get up at 06:40am.   

If you would like other examples of usage, the lecturer can demonstrate via revision documents from session (3)

3.5 Name two main uses of the past simple, complete with examples
(A) Past habit – They used to live in London.
(B) Completed actions – He worked overseas for 17 years.
If you would like other examples of usage, the lecturer can demonstrate via revision documents from session (3)

3.6 How many tenses does English grammar really have and why ?
Technically, according to a number of linguists there are only tenses in the purest sense: PAST tense and PRESENT tense. The perfect and future tenses are not pure tenses in the sense that they do not contain any change in the spelling of the verb. This is illustrated as follows :-
I meet many students of different nationality (Present simple tense)
I will meet you in two hours. (Future simple tense)
I met many international students at the talk. (Past simple tense)
I have met many international students over the past 9 years. (Present perfect tense)

Questions based on session (4)
4.1  Explain the main difference between stative and dynamic verbs and list at least three examples of each.
A stative verb is a verb that refers to states such as like, hate, love, want, need etc... As such, they do not normally take the –ing form. In contrast, a dynamic verb is one that refers to actions, such as running, jumping, swimming, walking, talking, eating..etc…

4.2 Write a sentence to illustrate a typical student error involving stative/dynamic verb misunderstanding:-
I am liking this meal. (This is typical for an Indian student)

4.3  In the active/passive dichotomy, which form of the verb focuses on a thing as the subject (normally) ?
The passive voice form is where the subject of the sentence is normally a thing/object. For example Rob sent the e-mail (active ) could be converted to The e-mail was sent by Rob (passive). 
4.4  What is the main difference between transitive and intransitive verbs ?
A transitive verb is one that requires an object, whereas an intransitive verb does not. The solution to the next task (4.5)  illustrates this. 
4.5  Write sentences showing transitive/intransitive use of the verb write :-
He wrote a letter.	 [Q:What did he write?  		A: A letter]
He wrote quickly. 	[Q1: What did he write ? 		We don’t know]
				[Q2: How did he write ? 		A2: Quickly]

4.6 What are the past participles of the following irregular verbs ?
Infinitive		Past			Past participle
- arise	 		arose 			arisen	
- bind			bound 		bound	
- go			went 			gone		
- put			put			put
- spring		sprang		sprung
- stick			stuck			stuck
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