Natalie Broadhurst
Fieldwork Notebook - 2023 - 2024
Bee Survey Thursday 5th October 2023 at 15:05pm
Duration: 5 minutes
Location:
· Grassed area to the left of the IQ building of UWTSD. 
· What3Words: https://w3w.co/famous.speak.paths 
Weather conditions:
· Temperature approximately 17-18 ℃. 
· Wind up to 33km/h. 
· Cloudy
· Humidity 72%
Equipment:
· Notebook
· Pen
· Smartphone

Site Description: The site is a post-industrial wasteland nestled beside a tidal loch, characterised by rocky terrain, sparse vegetation primarily composed of weeds, and minimal grass cover, with only a small patch of semi-permanent fresh water.
Immediate surrounding area: In the immediate surrounding area, there is a bustling building site emitting significant noise and dust pollution, potentially posing adverse effects, within a densely developed urban and industrial area.

Observations:
· Several snail shells
· Dog faeces with invading insects/flies 
· Common Heron flying overhead
· Green algae in the scrape
· Red Clover (Trifolium pratense)
· Hawkweed Oxtongue (Picris hieracioides)
· Wild carrot (Daucus carota)

During our walk over, we encountered two bees, the first of which was identified as a common Carder Bee (Bombus pascuorum), as shown in the accompanying Red clover picture. The second bee, although likely belonging to the same species, eluded our attempts to photograph and catalogue it due to its fast movement.
	Green Algae
	Terrain
	Scrape, with tidal loch and industrial building in the background.

	[image: A close-up of a pond

Description automatically generated]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]

	Common Carder Bee on Red Clover
	Hawkweed Oxtongue
	Wild Carrot
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Winter Tree ID Thursday 12th of October 2023 at 15:10
Duration: 60 minutes

Location: River Tawe foot path (Northbound along eastern bank)
· Started: https://w3w.co/jolly.hangs.saves 
· Approximate end: https://w3w.co/over.placed.scale 

Weather conditions: 
· Temperature approximately 14℃. 
· Wind up to 8mph. 
· Cloudy.
· Humidity 88%.

Equipment:
· Notebook
· Pen
· Smartphone
Site Description:  The footpath westward on the eastern bank offered a quiet riverside walk, with a level terrain; along the way, passing through wooded areas, there were many tree species, with the occasional view of the River Tawe, creating a peaceful environment. We noted one willow tree with an approximate age of 400 years old.
Observations:
· Ferns surrounding Downy Birch.
· Japanese Knotweed (Reynoutria japonica)
· Goat Willow trunk covered in Lycans and moss.
· Arched Rock Wall.
· Moss on walled banking, water flowing through wall dropping to small stream below. 
· Gulls
· Large amounts of Ivy either side of the footpath which intertwined with most of the tree species.
· Across the river on the Western bank - London Planes
· Grey Squirrel which was too fast to take a picture.

Tree Count:
	Tree Species
	Field Maple
	Willow
	Birch
	Sycamore
	Rowan
	Alder

	Scientific Name
	Acer campestre
	Salix
	Betula
	Acer pseudoplatanus
	Sorbus sucuparia
	Alnus glutinosa

	No. Identified
	2
	7
	4
	5
	1
	7

	Tree Species
	Norwegian Maple
	Apple Tree (complete with apples)
	Wild Cherry
	Aspen
	Ash
	Hawthorne

	Scientific Name
	Acer platanoides
	Malus domestica
	Prunus avium
	Populis tremula
	Fraxinus excelsior
	Crataegus

	No. Identified
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	2



Sadly, I lost all photographs and videos taken of the trees identified and observations made.
	Japanese Knotweed
	Field Maple
	Alder
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Swansea Beach Clean – Thursday 26th October 2023 at approximately 10:30
Duration: 120 minutes

Location: Maritime Quarter/strandline
· Start: Maritme Park
· What3Words: ///scenes.eating.soaks https://w3w.co/scenes.eating.soaks
· End: Observatory centre
· What3words: ///many.sports.monks https://w3w.co/many.sports.monks

Weather conditions: 
· Temperature approximately 16 ℃. 
· Wind up to 13mph. 
· Sunny.

Equipment:
· Bin Liners
· Gloves
· Litter Picker
· Smartphone
Observations:
· Calm seas
· Several gulls
· Snail
· Spider 

Site Description:  The site consists of the strandline, directly influenced by tidal fluctuations, presenting a sandy shore 
Surrounding Area: Adjacent to this shoreline is the Swansea Maritime Quarter which is made up of urban and industrial sites. The city centre is close by, which is the second largest city in Wales. Behind the strandline is sand dunes with grass.  These grasses are specially adapted to thrive in the harsh conditions of sandy coastal environments, with features like deep root systems to stabilise the dunes and withstand shifting sands and strong winds.

During the beach clean I did not see any typical invertebrates such as lugworms. However, there was a high presence of marine debris and litter, including all sizes of plastic bottles, ropes, metal cans, driftwood, fishing line, polystyrene, food waste, foam, plastic toys, broken plastics, paper, confectionary wrappers and cigarette paraphernalia strewn across the beach. 
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Fungi Identification Workshop Saturday 13th April 2024 at 3pm
Duration: 60 minutes

Location: Margam Country Park

Weather conditions: 
· Temperature approximately 11 ℃. 
· Moderate breeze
· Cloudy with slight drizzle
· Humidity high

Equipment:
· Whiteboard 
· Whiteboard Pen
· Smartphone
Observations: 
· Several gulls
· Wagtail
· Lake
· Dog walkers

Site and surrounding area description:  the site consists of gardens, old buildings such as the monetary, castle and orangery, the lake was visible from the castle, popular with kayakers and paddleboarders. Several wooded areas. It has a mixed woodland where you can find broadleaf trees and coniferous trees.

After the fungi identification workshop, we embarked on a fungi search where we came across the following fungi which we identified through the use of Collins complete guide to British mushrooms and toadstools:
· Snowy Disco
· Cortanaris
· Candle snaff
· Netted Curtain Crust
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Fungi Walk and Talk Saturday 20th April 2024 at 1:30pm
Duration: 90 minutes

Location: Margam Country Park
· What 3words: Rebounder.Wing.Plump

Weather conditions: 
· Temperature approximately 11 ℃. 
· Wind speed 11 Km/h
· Sunny with 20% cloud cover
· Humidity 50%

Equipment:
· notebook
· Pen
· Smartphone
Observations: 
· Several gulls
· Pierre David Deer
· Lake
· Dog walkers
· Red Kite
· Pigeons
· Lycans
· Slugs
· Snails
· Dandelions
· Buttercups
Site and surrounding area description:  the site consists of gardens, old buildings such as the monetary, castle and orangery, the lake was visible from the castle, popular with kayakers and paddleboarders. Several wooded areas. It has a mixed woodland where you can find broadleaf trees and coniferous trees.

During the walk we were we attempted to identify the fungi through the colour, texture, size, shape, gills/pores, smell, habitat, and substrate. 
we found the following:
· Wood wort
· Netted curtain
· Jelly eared fungi that was completely desecrated.
· Candle Snaff
· Orange fizz
· Copranella domesticus
· Agros pediades.
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