


Christine Shields ID #2110921
Exercise One on Deconstructing Research
First Article
Harriet R. Webster, ‘The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth Century Textual Community,’ Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies 9 (2020), pp. 147-173.

Having been asked to identify primary sources in the above referenced article it is immediately evident that the article is itself an examination of a primary source, the Annals of Dunstable Priory.  The manuscript of the Annals is located in actual manuscript form in London, British Library as Cotton MS Tiberius A. X.  The author describes the manuscript as having been damaged by the Cotton Library fire in the prophetically named Ashburnham House where it was kept for safe keeping along with a plethora of priceless manuscripts.  It was then restored but is in such fragile condition that one might be led to believe that for the purposes of this article the author did not review the actual manuscript but rather a faithful version of it as it would be clearer and easier to view and read.  To argue alternatively the author may have reviewed the manuscript directly to make assessments regarding the change of hand, ink and writing implements described e.g., she notes that in 1222 a different handwriting is evident.
The author states in footnote 4 that three versions of the annals are being referenced in the writing of this article, the aforementioned manuscript, the version edited by Henry Richard Luard, Annales prioratus de Dunstaplia, (1866) and David Preest, The Annals of Dunstable Priory, edited by Harriet R. Webster (2018).  This volume contains in addition to the translated Annals the following: Introduction, Notes on the Edition and Translation Timeline: Key Events of the Thirteenth Century List of the Priors of Dunstable, The Annals of Dunstable Priory, Glossary Bibliography, Index of Persons and a General Index according to the website of the publisher Boydell and Brewer (https://boydellandbrewer.com/9781843838135/the-annals-of-dunstable-priory) .  Having all this information in addition to the actual translation of the annals would be key in writing this article.  Reading it in English obviates the need for translating the Latin manuscript or the Luard volume.  The additional notes and lists give context.  
On reviewing the Luard volume, a possible motivation for the author of the article to research the Annals in the first place is found. Luard states in his edited copy "Many historical facts are known solely from this chronicle...it (is) probably the most accurate record extant of the ordinary secular proceedings of a monastery in the thirteenth century." P.  The Luard volume introduces the Latin texts and has notes attendant. This according to an online source: (https://www.arlima.net/the-orb/rolls.html, Index to the Rolls, Compiled by Steven H. Silver).
So, referencing these three volumes makes sense both in terms of a chronology as these are Medieval, Nineteenth Century and finally Twenty First Century works.  Further the original manuscript must be referenced in order to have a legitimate discussion of the Annals.  The Latin Luard volume provides notes on the original and finally the translation provides the English reading scholar with an easily accessible text and contextual additions of notes, lists and the like.
[bookmark: _Hlk84517581]Turning now to Ralph of Diss’s Ymagines historiarum.  The author of the article postulates that a volume of Diss’s work was obtained by Prior Richard of Morins in order to fill in the annals prior to 1199.  He used his political clout, the author argues, to obtain Diss’s Ymagines historiarum from St. Albans Abbey.
The author cites London, British Library, Royal MS 13 E. VI as the location of the codex and may have viewed this in situ at the library to view the various marginal notes which show what portions were copied into the annals by the prior to make up the lack of previous entries.  A visual examination can be made of a digital copy which exists at
https://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=royal_ms_13_e_vi_fs001r.
Looking at the digital copy one can see markings in the margin however it is hard to view online.  The author might have preferred, if possible, to review the original in the British Library.
The annals first appear to be one continuous primary source but in fact are a primary source from firsthand contemporaneous observations from 1199 on but are cobbled together with copied notes of events that predate that and were most likely culled from Ymagines historiarum by Prior Morins.

Thomas Burton, Chronica monasterii de Melsa, a fundatione usquead annum 1396, ed. By Edward A. Bond, Rerum Britannicarum medii aevi scriptores, 43 3 vols.  These are published under the direction of the Master of the Rolls as chronicles commanded by the crown.  The primary source here is located at London, British Library and can be read very clearly online at https://archive.org/details/chronicamonaste01thomgoog/page/n9/mode/2up at the Internet Archives and here https://fig.lib.harvard.edu/fig/?bib=006734845.  It seems viewing online is an expedient choice given the clarity of the images and the accessibility.  Dated entries about the daily monastic life concerning agriculture, interactions with nobility, appointments of abbots and the like.  The author chose this possibly to highlight the future use of records of this type in reconstructing “local perspectives” that can be ascertained to “drill down” and more fully articulate the milieu of the day.



Christine Shields ID #2110921
Exercise One on Deconstructing Research
Second Article
Janet Burton, Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida, Welsh History Review Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019)
This article is rich in documentary evidence housed in archives as much like Article One in this exercise the parties involved are royal entities, monastic houses and legal disputes, all things that generate documentation.  The flow of land, rights and money are always more likely to be paramount to the parties involved and more likely to be diligently recorded and the subject matter of this article is certainly thereby beneficiary.
Primary sources used:
-Cistercian General Chapter:
The Chapter met every year in Clairvaux but for those living far away attendance was only every 4 years.  The author mentions resistance to the General Chapter making external decisions for monasteries. Decisions may have been made for abbeys in abstentia for those only attending every four years.  The General Chapter would be a good resource for examining the centralized authority structure and how an Abbey like Strata Florida might not want external meddling.  The importance of the General Chapter in this present article is highlighted in a related article by Professor Burton which supports the notion that these would be read and researched in the most expedient manner, digitized and in printed form rather than in archive.
“And each year the abbots of all daughter houses were to attend the Annual General Chapter at CÃ®teaux. In theory at least - though how far these rules operated in practice and over a four hundred year period is more difficult to say - the Cistercians within Wales of the first generation had strong links with continental reform movements.

Of these three mother houses Margam never spread further. It had no daughter houses. Tintern sent a colony to Kingswood in 1139, and then at the end of the twelfh century to Tintern Minor in Ireland. It was Whitland that was to be the head from which all other Welsh houses ultimately derived. Arguably the most significant foundation was Strata Florida, where a group of monks were established by the Norman, Richard de Clare, lord of Cardigan Castle in 1164. However, it was under the patronage of Lord Rhys ap Gruffydd of Deheubarth, who in 1165 took Ceredigion and with it the patronage of Strata Florida, and in time that of Whitland, that Strata Florida flourished. Further foundations from Whitland followed.”
https://www.monasticwales.org/showarticle.php?func=showarticle&articleID=2
Actual documents read on the following:
W. O. Ault, Statuta capitulorum generalium ordinis Cisterciensis, 1116–1786. Edidit D. Josephus MiaCanivez. Tomus V, 1457–1490; Tomus VI, 1491–1542. [Bibliothèque de la Revue d'histoire ecclesiastique.] (Louvain: Bureaux de la Revue. 1937; 1938. Pp. xi, 768; x, 790. 36 belgas each.), The American Historical Review, Volume 44, Issue 4, July 1939, Pages 878–879, https://doi.org/10.1086/ahr/44.4.878 and Waddell, Chrysogonus, ed. Twelfth-Century Statutes from the Cistercian General Chapter. Cîteaux: commentarii cistercienses, 2002.

The caveat is that the original manuscripts may have been lost due to the Reformation and Waddell relied on post Medieval documents according to Christopher Holdsworth of Exeter. Writing in The Journal of Ecclesiastical History.
The Journal of Ecclesiastical History, Volume 59 , Issue 4 , October 2008 , pp. 748 – 749. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022046908005812

-The St. Albans Chronicle: The Chronica Majora of Thomas Walsingham
The authorship, origins and composition of the Chronicle is a bit confusing.  The reference in footnote 63 is to the volume in Oxford Medieval Texts leading to the conclusion that the original may not have been viewed by the author.
The following is what renders the use of the actual archive confusing.
“Latin prose chronicles by Benedictine monks at St. Albans. The St. Albans Chronicle 1422-31 and the St. Albans Chronicle 1421-40 are in fact two separate and partially parallel continuations of the Chronica maiora of Thomas Walsingham, which itself has been published under the title St. Albans Chronicle, though this is not recommended. Neither continuatio reached the same level of scope or detail as Walsingham's original.”
See Ruch, Lisa M., “St. Albans Chronicles”, in: Encyclopedia of the Medieval Chronicle, Edited by: Graeme Dunphy, Cristian Bratu. <http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/2213-2139_emc_SIM_02344> 
First published online: 2016 

See also this note from the Stanford Library website:

“Thomas Walsingham, a monk of St Albans, has been described as the last of the great medieval chroniclers. His major work, the "Chronica Maiora", covers the years 1376 to 1420, and is arguably the most important account of English history to be written in England at this time. Walsingham's text has never been published as a continuous whole. It is found in no fewer than three separate publications in the "Rolls Series” and was printed from manuscripts whose exact identity was not then clearly understood. The nature of the "Rolls Series" publications, and the different versions of the chronicle, have raised questions concerning the interrelationship of the various manuscripts of the "Chronica Maiora", and also of Walsingham's own involvement with the text.”

https://searchworks.stanford.edu/view/5556221

-Calendar of the Close Rolls and Calendar of Charter Rolls
These documents are preserved in the Public Record Office and can be viewed quite clearly online 
Here: https://archive.org/details/calendarclosero01changoog
and
https://books.google.com/books?id=LeILAQAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false, respectively.

-Registrum Johannis de Trillek can be viewed online at https://archive.org/stream/theregisterofjoh02hereuoft/theregisterofjoh02hereuoft_djvu.txt and is clear and navigable and perhaps preferable to seeing it in archive in The Hereford Diocesan Registry. According to the National Archive this record is held by Herefordshire Archive and Records Centre.

-The following documents from The National Archives were utilized in this article.  It is less than reliably informed speculation but having asked to do so it is more likely than not that these documents were viewed in person at The National Archive as there are so many in that location.  The practicalities of viewing it all there may be relevant.
1) A letter c. 1320 from the Abbot of Whitland to the King of England, calling the King his lord and founder.
2) A communique from one John Cobbe addresses the King 
3) The Register of Edward the Black Prince Preserved in the Public Record Office are supportive of 4 footnotes (28 through 31)
4) Calendar of Ancient Petitions from the abbot of Strata Florida and a response to those requests for charter confirmations, complaint of Strata Florida’s Abbot Johan against Johan ap Rhys for an attack on the Abbey, damage to the Abbey during a disputed election, also to confirm charters
5) Further sundry requests of One Elene and one Gwenllian
6) Calendar of Inquisitions Miscellaneous (Chancery)
7) Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem
8) Letters and Patents for Pardons



[bookmark: _Hlk84680165]-Charter granted to Strata Florida by Prince Rees, by Edward I is in The National Library of Wales ref. 11/2 and created in 1184. The Crosswood Estate Records show a family named Vaughan resided there for 6 centuries and cataloged these records. This is viewable online at the library website at https://archives.library.wales/index.php/charter-translation-of-rhys-prince-of-wales-and-his-sons-griffith-rhys-and-meredith-granting-and-confirming-to-abbot 
 It would be something the author would have viewed as it sets the charter for Strata Florida.

-Registrum Simonis de Sudbiria, Diocesis Lundoniensis was published by the Canterbury and York Society (1927, revised 1938) as a secondary source along with introductory notes and is available to read online at https://www.google.com/books/edition/Registrum_Simons_de_Sudbiria_Diocesis_Lo/vJw9AAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Registrum+Simonis+de+Sudbiria+Diocesis+Londoniensis+A+D+1362+1375&pg=PR3&printsec=frontcover
Insofar as authorship is attributed generically to archives of The Catholic Church, church archives have been searched for the location of the original but as of the writing of this exercise to no avail.  As it appears in the volume supra the assumption that the archived document was not viewed appears reasonable.
Finally, did the author visit the site of Strata Florida, and would that be considered a primary source? Considering our essential reading for this module on imagery, physical sources and material, perhaps the very land, earthworks and ruins when viewed by the historian become a primary source.  UWTSD works closely with the Abbey site which would make this more likely https://www.stratafloridatrust.org/learning-2.

Note: This exercise has highlighted both the array of primary sources, secondary sources that contain primary sources and the incredible complexity of the research that went into these articles.  Much more could be discovered and said about but the scope of this assignment does not encompass all that might be gleaned. I am duly chastened by the illumination of my ignorance, so a very useful exercise indeed.







