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Critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country. Take a global perspective and refer to local and global policies. Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK.

In this essay we explore the globalization of education, focussing on the structure in Sierra Leone concentrating primarily on child soldiers and the reintegration to society. Establishing the effects this experience had on their psyche. We will be critically analysing their policies and frameworks to assess if there are any similarities to ours in the United Kingdom. It will also establish any barriers such as, are the community willing to take them back into the fold? It will also establish if support systems could be put in place to eradicate possible barriers. This essay will then consider if there is more their government could have done to support the children returning to their communities from the horrors of being a child soldier. We will investigate if attaining a decent education and a chance at a better life is possible. It will then endeavour to analyse the social theories, and the theories surrounding globalisation. We will ask ‘What is globalisation’, according to online encyclopaedia Globalization of Education (2019 pg 2) the definition is “ an accelerated compression of the contemporary world and the intensification of consciousness of the world as a singular entity”, this is partly due to technology and the ease of travel, you can experience different cultures and countries from the comfort of your home. Westernisation has also spread across the globe and can be seen in the uniform’s children wear to school in parts of Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean. This essay will encompass the complexities of the Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship otherwise known as ESDGC, and their role in achieving a reliable and sustainable educational system in Sierra Leone.









[bookmark: _Hlk31625335][bookmark: _Hlk31625808]According to Morrison (2012) Globalization is not a new concept, in Japan for example from 1868 due to decisions made regarding the outside world, childhood experiences began to change. Due to the acceleration of globalisation we saw a variety of new impacts on childhood, particularly in the last few decades of the twentieth century.  Sachs (2005) mentions the anti-globalisation movement that seems to be primarily bringing to focus the corrupt global banking institution and brought to light the hypocrisy’s and shortcomings of these global financial giants. Sachs (2005) also mentions that some of the businesses responsible for causing poverty and environmental degradation are Microsoft, Coke, and McDonalds. These are well used and trusted businesses that seem to have a conscience, it is only when you start to delve beneath the surface that you notice that all may not be as it seems. Sachs (2005 pg 358) seems to be of the opinion that as a society we should work towards enlightened globalisation and he states ‘It is the kind of globalisation championed by the Enlightenment-a globalisation of democracies, multilateralism, science and technology, and a global economic system designed to meet human needs. We could call this an Enlightened Globalisation.’ This seems to be a utopian idea, and unless there are changes to the establishment it will stay a utopian ideal. However, Bergoffen et al (2011) remarked that with the support of the World Banks, the United Nations, and other non-governmental organisations they devised micro-financing as a way of enabling women from third world countries a chance at a better life by eradicating poverty and generating job roles. Bergoffen et al (2011) states that women are often seen as the better investment and are more likely to achieve social and economic goals than their male counterparts. This empowerment has led to women being the facilitators in the modernization of their families and surrounding communities. Which can only benefit civilization, as globalisation brings us closer it should make us reflect on our similarities instead of differences. 









Easterly (2006) penned that we need to stop thinking we can fix the world’s problems with a utopian blueprint, which has led to an unproductive focus on trying to change political systems. Easterly (2006 pg 322) stated ‘Don’t try and fix governments or societies. Don’t invade other countries or send arms to one of the brutal armies in a civil war. End conditionality. Stop wasting time with summits and frameworks. Give up on sweeping and naïve institutional reform schemes.’ Easterly (2006) seems to express the view that we should adopt the approach of helping individuals in the affected countries instead of trying to control them or treat them like children who do not know what is best. Easterly (2006) wants to put the focus back on the poorest people in the world, to ensure they receive the help needed, such as vaccines, food, seeds, water pipes, and better roads. Sachs (2005) states that in some African countries the poor are being asked to foot part of the bill for services such as improved water and sanitation through a formula entitled ‘social marketing’ which is when the governments ask their people to pay for part of the costs incurred when supplying improved water supply, and the remainder is paid by the donors. According to Sachs (2005) these initiatives have failed as the people of the affected countries barely have enough money to feed themselves and their families. We should all be able to drink water without the fear of contracting a deadly disease. Imagine seeing your child drink contaminated water knowing it could harm them, but not having a suitable alternative to offer them. Sachs (2005) seems to believe that the affected countries should not be squeezed for large amounts of tax. This needs to be a realistic amount and the country involved should be a part of the discussion as they are the only party with the knowledge of how much their country could realistically pay back.












[bookmark: _Hlk31626581]Betancourt et al (2010) wrote a paper on the reintegration of child soldier’s in Sierra Leone. They commenced the study in 2002 examining their psychosocial adjustments into society. These children were often ripped from their families and communities witnessing horrific war crimes. Betancourt el al (2010) go on to state that thousands of children sometimes as young as seven years old were conscripted into paramilitary groups. Those who did not fight were used as cooks, porters, or even more troubling ‘bush wives.’ The breakdown in their community and family systems often led to the child latching onto their kidnappers, looking to them for guidance. Betancourt el al (2010 pg 2) state that ‘As a result of their involvement with armed forces and armed groups, many youth were witnesses and/or perpetrators of intense physical violence, including summary executions and death-squad killings, torture, detention, rape, bombings, forced displacement, destruction of homes, and massacres of family members. They were deprived of their rights to the care and protection of their families and denied education and other developmental opportunities.’ These children had witnessed atrocities that would destroy their security, often witnessing their parents and siblings being murdered or tortured. The signing of the Aguja agreements in November 2000 and May 2001 began the long journey of the child soldiers being repatriated in their communities.  According to Lee (2011) war has always had a negative effect on human trafficking and the conflict in Sierra Leone led to the captivity of a large number of women and young girls being used in brothels, so it was not just young boys used in this horrific war. Betancourt (2010) conducted a study of children who had recently been used as child soldiers. They had a total of 260 subjects for the study, with an age range of between 10 and 17 years old. Betancourt (2010) also included the caregivers in the baseline assessment. All participants were interviewed on a one-to-one basis to ensure confidentiality by trained research assistants. The information gathered included facts such as age,  length of time as a child soldier, and how often they were exposed to scenes of a violent nature. (this is not an exhausted list) 



Betancourt (2010) penned that the survey also questioned whether there were barriers into the child being accepted as part of the community, and whether the child had access to education and skills-training. Betancourt (2010) found that the child’s development was inhibited, and they found it difficult to display prosocial behaviours such as exhibiting helpfulness towards others. They often carried the stigma of having killed or injured others during the war which can be difficult if some of the victims came from the same community as the child. Betancourt (2010) found that children who were repatriated in communities with a strong support system had a better chance of reintegration, as opposed to their peers whose community was less welcoming which often led to the child latching on to relationships that could be toxic and abusive. WHO (2009) state that some of the children freed from their captures find themselves in the care of UNICEF as they have transitory care centres where the child can receive medical assistance and they can stay for around three months. During this time the children are grouped within ‘families’ of around thirty individuals, and they are deliberately mixed to encourage bonding and support as they can talk to each other about their experiences which should make them feel less alone. After the three months is up most of the children have no community or family to reintegrate into, therefore WHO (2009) say that UNICEF stated ‘“We provide support to get these children back to school or into vocational training or work,” says Ironside. These activities take place in local communities and include other vulnerable children, not just former child soldiers, to promote a sense of community and reduce stigmatization. Children who successfully complete a vocational training receive a start-up kit, for example in dress-making, carpentry or hairdressing, to help them along the long road to recovery, reintegration and independence. A kit to put a shattered life back together? “The kit is but one component of support and follow-up provided to these children. I have witnessed transformations,” Which seems to go some way in providing these children with a future, something that they thought was snatched from them when they were inducted into being a child soldier.





The local Sierra Leone government implemented several programs to support the children affected by the civil war. According to Betancourt (2010) these programs included mental health agendas and robust social services departments that focused on addressing the possible effects of post-traumatic stress due to the heinous crimes the children were either forced to commit, or watch. They also arranged for long-term monitoring of the most affected to safeguard they had the support needed. These programs ran in conjunction with similar programs offered by outside agencies such as World Health Organisation and UNICEF. Betancourt (2010) also states that children affected by war and those directly involved in the harm of others are more likely to suffer from depression, anxiety, or exhibit aggressive behaviour. The above programs should be monitoring this; however, it is subject to error and some people may fall between the cracks. Betancourt (2010) recommends that the services should also include drug and alcohol abuse support, as many affected children may turn to these as a crutch. Betancourt (2010) proposes multi-agency working to solve this issue, and organisations such as health, social workers, jobs training programs, and mental health support systems should all work together to ensure the best possible outcome for these affected children. According to UNICEF (1999) the rights of the child were written to guarantee children had rights preventing mistreatment and to provide them with a positive upbringing. Article six states that the child has a right to life, which was clearly not adhered to throughout the civil war, also article nineteen states that all children should be protected against physical or mental abuse, maltreatment, or exploitation- all of which the child soldiers were subjected to. Betancourt (2010) concluded that the war contributed significantly to the disintegration of the children’s mental and physical health. The development of the policies and procedures implemented by the government are a good start but, there needs to be multi-agency working with mental health services, primary health care, and social development. Betancourt (2010) is of the opinion that services should be based on needs rather than labels, which should benefit all war-affected youths and families. Betancourt (2010) hopes to use her findings to encourage governments to provide an organic and holistic approach to looking after these affected children. 



[bookmark: _Hlk32750285]In Wales our government seems to support the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, or UNCRC for short. This is an international agreement which sets out the rights of children to ensure they are protected against the atrocities faced by the children in Sierra Leone during the civil war. According to GOV.WALES (2019) there are four key articles which we will explore – the first is article two entitled ‘the right to non-discrimination’. According to (Lee 2011 pg 7) immigrants have experienced this behaviour stating that ‘In a globally stratified order, borders works as an instrument of security controls, social segregation, and unequal access to a means of existence.’ Which seems to correlate with the information provided by the Welsh government on article two of the UNCRC, because you have immigrated from another country should not mean you are treated differently. The next to be analysed is article three titled ‘Commitment to the best interests of the child’. Morrison (2012) mentions that in Sweden during the early 1900’s their government brought into law the right to a good childhood, which basically meant that the parents had to send children to school clean, healthy, and happy. They go on to mention that since then Sweden’s outlook on child safety has increased and they were one of the first countries to bring in the law of wearing a helmet when riding a bike. They seem to look at the bringing up of children as a journey that includes the whole community, rather than just a few people. Which can only be beneficial to the child. According to GOV.WALES (2019) article six is regarding the child’s right to life, survival, and development. According to Sachs (2005) Africa has been plagued by disease, including malaria which seemed to have a grip on the continents people. This spread and affected rich and poor alike. Sachs (2005) stated that it affected the children either by first-hand experience of the disease, or they lost close family members which meant their lives were badly affected. Sachs (2005) states that in some parts of Africa life expectancy decreased by more than twenty years which is a shocking contrast to countries such as the United Kingdom where average life expectancy is around eighty years. According the GOV.WALES (2019) the final article we will be focussing on is article twelve, ‘The Right to be Heard’. Morrison (2012) mentions that the child should be free to form their views and then be able to express those views without fear of reprisal, this seems to be a basic and fundamental human right which the children of Sierra Leone were not afforded. The children in the United Kingdom seem to have more rights, and this should not be the case.


To conclude this essay has explored the concept of globalization, and according to Morrison (2012) this is not a new concept and as mentioned previously Japan, for example from 1868 due to decisions made regarding the outside world, childhood experiences began to change. We have seen an acceleration in globalization in the last few decades and according to Sachs (2005) which is remarked upon earlier in this essay the anti-globalisation movement seems to be bringing to focus the corrupt global banking institution and has brought to light the shortcomings of these global financial giants. Sachs (2005) goes onto state that some of the businesses responsible for causing poverty and environmental degradation are Microsoft, Coke, and McDonalds this is not an exhausted list. Sachs (2005 pg 358) also states that as a society we should work towards enlightened globalisation which was mentioned in more detail previously. This seems to be a utopian idea, and unless there are changes to the establishment it will stay a utopian ideal. However, Bergoffen et al (2011) seems to have a different view and wrote that the United Nations, and other non-governmental organisations have devised micro-financing as a way of enabling women from third world countries a chance at a better life by eradicating poverty and generating job roles. They also mention that women are a better and less risky option when deciding to lend money in third world countries. Easterly (2006) wrote that we must cease thinking that we can fix the world’s issues with a utopian blueprint, which has led to an ineffective focus on trying to change political system. Easterly (2006 pg 322) stated previously in this essay ‘Don’t try and fix governments or societies. Don’t invade other countries or send arms to one of the brutal armies in a civil war. End conditionality. Stop wasting time with summits and frameworks. Give up on sweeping and naïve institutional reform schemes.’ Easterly (2006) also seems to express the view that we should adopt the approach of helping individuals in the affected countries instead of trying to control them or treat them like children.






[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay went onto mention the child soldier’s, Betancourt et al (2010) wrote a paper on the reintegration of child soldier’s in Sierra Leone. They started the study in 2002 examining their psychosocial adjustments into society. These were children ripped from their families and communities who have probably witnessed horrific war crimes. Betancourt el al (2010) further states that thousands of children possibly as young as seven were conscripted into paramilitary groups. Those who did not fight were used as cooks, porters, or even more troubling ‘bush wives.’ The children often suffered from Stockholm syndrome as they experienced feelings towards their captors, often as a replacement for their families. The essay then mentioned that the signing of the Aguja agreements in November 2000 started the long and often problematic journey of re-establishing links to their communities. Betancourt (2010) conducted a study into the possible aftereffects felt by the child soldiers. This comprised of 260 subjects with an age range of between 10 and 17, this also included the child’s caregivers and they found that found that the child’s development is inhibited, often finding it difficult to  display prosocial behaviour such as being helpful towards others. They often carried the stigma of having killed or injured others during the war which can be devasting, especially if some of the victims came from the same community as the child. Betancourt found that children who were repatriated in communities with support had a better chance of reintegration, as opposed to their peers whose community was less welcoming which often led to the child latching on to relationships that could be toxic. WHO (2009) mention that UNICEF have centres designed to support children trying to rebuild their lives following the traumatic experience of being a child soldier and their three month program also comprises retraining in areas such as dressmaking, or carpentry. We then examined the provisions in Wales and their support of United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, which give children certain rights, and enable them to live a life without fear as opposed to their counterparts in parts of Africa. 
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