1701568		

[image: ]

Give a critical response to the following question:
If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales what changes would need to be implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English-medium sector?

Qualifications Wales (2018) describe how schools in the Basque country are divided into three categories; A-model, B-model, and D-model schools. A-model schools are Spanish medium schools where Basque is taught as a subject, B-model schools include Basque as a subject in addition to ‘between 30% and 40%’  of the curriculum taught through the medium of Basque, and D-model schools are Basque medium schools where Spanish is taught as a subject (Qualifications Wales, 2018, p.26). The Basque country utilises the Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) approach to learning, to which Professor David Marsh states that CLIL allows some subjects to be taught through a pupils’ additional language and  encourages positivity within the pupils towards the language (International House Journal, 2009). Rainier (2010) agrees with Professor David Marsh when she states that ‘CLIL can increase your students’ motivation to learn’. Therefore, both Marsh (International House Journal, 2009) and Rainier (2010) illustrate that CLIL motivates and simultaneously develops learner’ subject knowledge and additional language knowledge. In their 2013-2014 annual report, Estyn (2015, p.63) informed how the Welsh language in English-medium Welsh schools was not improving and that learners were not using their ‘Welsh oracy and writing skills beyond Welsh lessons’. Estyn (2018, p.39) describes how ‘standards of Welsh continue to be an area for development’ within schools in Wales, and they state that pupils are not given enough time to develop and upon their Welsh language skills in Key Stage 2 (KS2). These statements by Estyn (2015 and 2018) highlight the reasons why pupils are not developing their Welsh language skills enough in Wales. However, the Welsh Government (2017a, p.4) have stated that, by the year 2050 they strive to have the Welsh language ‘thriving’ with a million Welsh speakers in Wales. The aim of this assignment is to identify the changes that must be made to the teaching of Welsh in English-medium schools, and suggest and justify recommendations, if the Basque model were to be implemented in Wales.

Qualifications Wales (2018) states that CLIL is used as a teaching and learning approach in the Basque country. CLIL has been used within schools to develop fluency in a third language, English, by teaching English as a subject in addition to exposing the pupils to the language by conducting English-medium lessons for specific subjects (Qualifications Wales, 2018). Teaching English (2006) highlights that the pupils’ learning is improved because the language is used in a real-life context, therefore this allows pupils to gain an understanding of the language and develop skills within another subject. This aspect of the CLIL approach relates to the cross-curricular learning approach that is utilised in Wales, to which Barnes (2015) states that hierarchical cross-curricular learning is the process of one subject being used to enhance the learning of another subject. However, if CLIL were to be adopted in Wales to teach Welsh, the level of Welsh used within other subjects would have to be significantly increased to comply with the CLIL approach. Estyn (2015, p.63) would agree with this decision as they have previously stated that many learners are not given the opportunities to ‘use their Welsh oracy and writing skills beyond Welsh lessons’. Furthermore, Ebbinghaus (1885) theorised that information must be repeated and recalled by learners in different contexts in order for the brain to effectively remember it. Therefore, providing pupils with opportunities to use Welsh-language skills within other subjects is likely to benefit the pupils’ learning. However, the Welsh government (2017b, p.25) state that ‘an education system cannot exceed the quality of its teacher’, implying that the quality of education that learners receive is a reflection of the teacher’s knowledge and understanding. Therefore, if CLIL were to be implemented in Wales, teachers’ knowledge and understanding of the Welsh Language must be at a higher standard. In their most recent annual review, Estyn (2018) informed that a number of teachers do not have enough confidence to effectively teach Welsh and are not given enough opportunities to develop their own Welsh-language skills. This shows that teachers in the English-medium sector must be given opportunities to progress their knowledge and understanding of Welsh in order to progress the pupils’ learning.

Gardner (2002) describes that a common problem of implementing new language approaches into education is the lack of teacher competence in the language. Gardner (2002) continues to inform that, in this situation, the government can either: hire new teachers who are competent in the language or, implement training programs for current to develop their competence in the language. In the Basque Country such courses are offered to teachers to develop their Basque literacy and language competence (Education Wales, 2018). The Welsh Government currently offers courses alike those in the Basque Country named the Sabbatical Scheme (WJEC, 2018). The Sabbatical Scheme aims to improve the teacher’s Welsh-language skills, along with the development of specific terminology of their chosen subject area, allowing them to be confident when teaching Welsh second language (WJEC, 2018). WJEC (2018) states that the Sabbatical Scheme consists of no charges to the participants as opposed to the courses offered in the Basque Country which are no longer free of charge (Education Wales, 2018). However, research conducted by the Welsh Government Social Research (2014) reported that two fifths of teachers, who teach in English-medium schools, who attended the Sabbatical course found that there had been no increase in the number of hours they taught Welsh. The Welsh Government Social Research (2014) stated that the number of hours of Welsh the teachers taught after attending the course could measure the impact of the scheme. Therefore, this suggests that not all participants of the course improved their Welsh-language skills and their competence with the language. This shows that further development is needed with regards to the Sabbatical Scheme to ensure that all participants are developing their competence of the Welsh-language.

Education Wales (2018) describes how, within the CLIL approach to teaching, schools and teachers are provided with materials, created by education specialists, to support the use and development of the Basque language. This means that teachers have access to educational resources to teach the subject Basque, as well as other subjects in the medium of Basque. Richards (2018) would support this idea as he questions whether resources created by the teacher are of the quality to support the pupils’ learning. As previously stated by Estyn (2018), many teachers are not confident to effectively teach Welsh which could result in them providing the pupils will inaccurate information. Both Richards (2018) and Estyn (2018) show that providing schools with materials to support the teaching of language is likely to benefit the pupils’ learning. The Welsh Government currently offers Welsh-language lesson resources via Hwb, the National Digital Content Repository created by the Welsh Government which is free of charge (Hwb, 2018). However, there a few resources to support the teaching of the Welsh-language through a cross-curricular learning approach. During Professional Teaching Experience (PTE), when planning to use the Welsh-language through a cross-curricular approach in KS2, it was apparent that there was a lack of Government resources to support this. This resulted in the teacher creating their own resources, to which, as previously stated, Richards (2018) questions the quality. Therefore, this shows that the Welsh Government must provide schools with an increasing amount of Welsh-language resources that can be used in a variety of subjects in order to develop pupils’ Welsh-language skills.

In the Basque Country, learners must study for a ‘Selectividad cerfificate’ in order to enter university, which consists of a Basque Language element within the examination (Education Wales, 2018). This means that learners in the Basque Country must be knowledgeable of the Basque language in order to attend university. Donaldson (2015) would support this decision as he believes there should be a continuum of learning within education where learners are continuously building upon their skills. In Wales, the curriculum develops learners’ oracy, reading and writing skills from Foundation Phase to Key Stage 4, with the Welsh Language being a non-compulsory subject after the age of 16. (DCELL, 2015). UCAS (2018) describes how, in general, learners in Wales do not require a qualification in Welsh to enter university. Therefore, if Wales were to adopt the Basque model a continuum of learning must be formed, and universities must require learners to have Welsh qualifications in order for them to attend university.   

If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales, it is evident that the Welsh-language must be used within other subjects. Estyn (2015) has highlighted the fact that many pupils are not given the opportunity to use the Welsh-language outside of Welsh lessons which, as seen in the Basque model, is an essential requirement to develop learners’ language skills. Donaldson (2015, p.29) suggests that one of the four purposes for Wales’ new curriculum should be to develop ‘ambitious, capable learners’ who are able to ‘communicate effectively’ in different ‘settings, using both Welsh and English’. This reinforces the fact that learners need to be given opportunities to use the Welsh-language throughout all lessons. Therefore, it is recommended that the Welsh-language should be more prominent within other subject lessons, and that the Curriculum Cymreig should be developed to support this (QCAA, 2003). In order for English-medium teachers to develop learners’ Welsh-language skills they must be confident and competent with the language. It is recommended that the Welsh Government continue to develop the Sabbatical Scheme to ensure that all participants benefit from the course, and they ensure all current English-medium teachers attend the Sabbatical Scheme if they are not confident or competent with the Welsh-language. It is also recommended that all future teachers are examined on their Welsh-language skills prior to attending university to ensure standard are attained. As stated by Gardner (2002), implementing a new language approach can be difficult, therefore it is recommended that the Welsh Government employ educational specialists to create Welsh-language resources that are applicable to a variety of subjects in order to effectively embed the Welsh-language within all areas of the curriculum. 
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‘Al wiien assessments, where practical and possble, must be subitied via
Tumitin unless otherwise insiructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this
‘assessment specification into Turntin or il match many simiariies wih
other students’ submissions.)

Alterative submission method (if applicable):

Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.
Penalties fo late submission: Up o one week late, maximum mark of 40%
Over one week late, 0%. Only the Extenuating Circumstances Pane may
approve a change to submission dates.

Academic honesty s required. In the main body of your submission you must
give credi 1o authors on whose research and ideas your work & based.
Append 1o your submission a reference fst that indicates the books, arices,
eic. that you have used, cied or quoted i order 1o complete this assessment





