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In this essay, there will be discussions on the different types of magistrates’ courts and the impact they had on society as a whole. This essay will talk about the advantages and disadvantages and how prominently these courts made decisions such as the closures of the courts which occurred between 2010 and 2020 leading to more money needed on resources.

All cases begin with the magistrates, although they only handle specific cases. The Criminal Justice Act of 2003 and the Criminal Courts' (Sentencing) Powers Act of 2000 both regulate them. However, the punishments they can impose are limited; for instance, the highest fine they can impose is £5000. Nonetheless, they may refer the case to Crown courts if a longer term is required. If necessary, magistrate court cases may be transferred to the crown court. The panel consists of a variety of magistrates, including district magistrates and lay magistrates. In Youth Courts and Family Proceedings Courts, there are 3 lay magistrates who sit as a panel and take points of law from a legal clerk. They sit in a panel of 3 so that they can all hear the evidence given and decide the punishment using a 2 to 1 ratio and consider it based on facts and Law. They have equal voting authority and are fully involved in the decision-making process. Criminal, juvenile, and some civil cases are heard in magistrates' courts by district judges (district judges). They may be given permission to take part in Family Court hearings. Some hold the authority to handle terrorist investigations and extradition cases.

Lay magistrates work in part-time positions without receiving a salary. During judicial careers that normally last ten to twenty years, lay judges, or unpaid volunteers, often sit in court for half a day each week (Morgan, 2000). Six vital characteristics—good character, comprehension and communication, social awareness, maturity and sound temperament, sound, judgment, and commitment are used to decide who gets hired. England allows voluntary part-time lay magistrates who have not received legal education highly broad authority to impose punishment on a wide range of criminal perpetrators, just like their legally trained colleagues. As said by Shari Seidman Diamond “laypersons are no more punitive than professional judges” (Diamond, 1990).

Another type of magistrate is the district magistrate (previously known as Stipendiary Magistrates) who has existed for over 650 years. They have played an increasingly important role in the modern judicial system. This can be seen as an advantage as although Magistrates have historically been viewed as unusual in the magistrates’ court system. However, over the course of the last ten years, their numbers have increased significantly, and their roles, authority, and organization have been consolidated (Smith, 2004). District magistrates are qualified members of the legal profession (they must be solicitors or barristers) who possess full-time judicial positions. They manage the same spectrum of criminal and civil work as regular magistrates, although they are often assigned cases that are predicted to be drawn out or extremely complex. There are also similarly qualified temporary or acting district magistrates.
Furthermore, Richard I also had some sort of impact on the justice system as the first "keepers of the peace" were appointed by himself in 1195, but the title "Justice of the Peace" wasn't created until Edward III's passage of the Justice of the Peace Act in 1361. The Middle English word magistrate, a "civil officer in charge of administering laws," is where the word "magistrate" originates.
According to the Act, there should be peacekeepers in each county who have the authority to "restrain the Offenders, Rioters, and other Barraters, and to pursue, arrest, take, and chastise them according to their Trespass or Offence." As Sir Thomas Skyrme insinuated “The Justices of the Peace did not make a sudden appearance upon the stage of history. Their story is one of gradual development.” 

 Nonetheless, over the following several centuries, magistrates resembled the first form of municipal government, performing administrative tasks like maintaining transit infrastructure like roads and bridges and controlling weights and measures. Later, these responsibilities would be handled by elected local authorities. Prior to 1714, those who were legally classified as "paupers" might also apply to the magistrates for assistance when parish officials had not done so. 
In addition, although many people benefitted from the magistrate’s court. An advantage was women were also credited. For example, The Lord Chancellor's Office appointed the first seven female magistrates as soon as the 1919 Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act was passed into law. These ladies created a list of 172 other female candidates for the magistracy, including Gertrude Tuckwell, who was active in early MA training. Since July 1920, when these women were appointed, appointments have typically been made through committees. 
The first female magistrate was Councilwoman Ada Summers. Even though she wasn't one of the original seven, she was appointed a magistrate ex officio as mayor of Stalybridge.  Some expediential examples among the other influential early female magistrates who shaped the magistracy are: Margery Fry, the Howard League for Penal Reform's secretary and, an early proponent of the MA Margaret Wintringham, a politician with the Liberal Party, and was the second woman to be elected to the House of Representatives.
Another advantage is there are many benefits to employers supporting their staff to be magistrates. In doing so they both give back to the community in a valuable way and invest in staff development. Employees will receive new development opportunities outside of work, increased awareness of local issues, and acquire many transferable skills that are beneficial to the workplace.
Some transferable skills that are learned during this process are critical analysis, conflict resolution, and decision making which are essential to both personal and professional development.
Furthermore, this shows that we live in a modern era where there is no discrimination between male and female roles. Both genders are seen as equal and have the chance to have a higher profession.
To conclude, another advantage is for serious offenses, the magistrates’ court in the UK has the power to impose longer penalties on the accused, which are likely to discourage that person from committing any additional offenses in the future. Depending on the offence, they have the authority to impose a variety of penalties, such as a prohibition, community service, an infinite fine, or even up to 12 months in jail. By consulting the legislation and sentencing guidelines, the judge or judges will determine what kind of sentence is appropriate. They will determine the length of the sentence, the requirements to be included, and the fine amount. The exact nature of the offence and its seriousness will determine all these choices. The following factors help establish how serious an offence is, the harm done or intended to be done, as well as the offender's guilt (blameworthiness). The facts of each individual case will always determine the sentence that is given.

Although such penalties are good when convicting criminals there are also some disadvantages. For instance, the severity of the punishment can differ when it comes to different laws in different countries, an example of this would be if a murder would be convicted in the United Kingdom the offender will receive life imprisonment. However, in other countries such as America the death penalty would be implemented for such a crime.
Furthermore, another disadvantage would be compared to a small claims court, the expenditure relating to a magistrate’s court is much greater. An example of this would be between 2010 and 2020 164 magistrates’ courts closed out of 320 which is more than half. As a result of this, it has created a shortage of magistrates. There were approximately 30,000 a decade ago, but due to an inadequate recruitment effort, there are now just about 15,000 left which means the remaining courts which are left open had to undergo a lot of pressure to accomplish the tasks the closed courts could not do. Adding onto this point due to a lot of courts closing the majority of the citizens now have to spend a lot more on public transport or fuel to reach the courts.

To conclude, there were many individuals who made an impact on the jurisdiction system, however, can no longer do so due to half of the courts closing. Due to this, a lot of pressure is applied to the remaining courts which may lead them to make hasty decisions and are having to spend more money on more resources.
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