














































This essay will evaluate, discuss, and describe how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing. Additionally, it will outline the key ideas and theories associated with classical criminology and how this helps us understand the reasoning behind crime and criminology. Finally, the essay will evaluate and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.


A theoretical approach known as "classical criminology" first appeared in the 18th century and gained popularity thanks to academics like Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham. It asserts that people make logical decisions to commit crimes while weighing the rewards and costs of their choices. According to this perspective, crime arises as a result of the criminal justice system's inability to deliver appropriate punishment that deters potential offenders (Bruni, 2014).  The principle of deterrence is one of the basic concepts of traditional criminology. According to this idea, people are logical beings who consider the advantages and disadvantages of their choices before determining whether to commit a crime. Beccaria [1764] argues that an effective deterrent to crime is one that is certain, severe, and rapid. He felt that punishment should be proportionate to the harm produced and that the death sentence should only be applied in the most extreme instances (Bruni,2014).

Siegel (2017) states that the concept of free will is another crucial one in classical criminology. According to this theory, people are capable of acting freely and making decisions. People should be held accountable for their conduct because it is their obligation to manage their own behaviour. The significance of the rule of law is also emphasised in traditional criminology. This idea contends that rules should be clear, uniform, and applied equally to everyone, regardless of social standing. People should be allowed a fair trial and the chance to defend themselves against accusations, and the criminal justice system should be neutral and fair.


By emphasising that people make logical decisions based on considering the advantages and disadvantages of their acts, classical criminology assists in our understanding of crime and criminality. This theoretical foundation gives insight as to how punishment might serve as a deterrent to crime and explains why it's crucial for the law to be clear and understandable. Classical criminology has been influential in creating criminal justice laws and practises, and continues to be a useful tool for understanding why people commit crimes. (Hopkins Burke, 2017) . Thereby, increasing the severity and certainty of punishment is the most effective approach to decrease crime. According to Bentham (1789), the goal of punishment is to prevent people from committing crimes, and it should be proportionate to the harm the crime produced.

Overall the development of modern criminology was significantly influenced by classical criminology, Cesare Beccaria, Jeremy Bentham, and other classical theorists highlighted the value of punishment and deterrence in reducing crime in their work. These theories influenced the development of the criminal justice system, leading many countries to adopt a proactive measure to criminal justice. This approach has received criticism for its excessive emphasis on victimisation and failure to address the root causes of crime. Yet, classical criminology continues to have a substantial impact on the discipline of criminology, with many modern theories expanding on its fundamental concepts (Valasik, 2014).
 

According to the collage of policing (2023) an approach to law enforcement known as evidence-based policing makes use of scientific research and analysis to influence choice and improve results. It consists of identifying effective methods and making educated judgements about how to allocate resources, create interventions, and assess progress using data and evidence. The approach places a strong emphasis on the use of data-driven strategies to pinpoint and treat the underlying causes of crime.  As law enforcement organisations work to increase their legitimacy and efficacy, evidence-based policing has attracted more and more attention in recent years. The approach, according to advocates, can help lower crime rates, boost public confidence, and increase officer safety. 

The use of data analytics to identify locations where crime is expected to occur and to distribute resources accordingly is an example of evidence based policing. Another instance is the use of randomised controlled trials to examine the efficacy of various treatments, such as community policing projects or diversionary programmes for low-level offenders (Sherman, 2013).

Hotspot policing is a great example of data collecting. A hot spot is a localised location where crime happens frequently enough to be predictable. Micro-units of geography are these tiny regions. Hot spots can include, a building, a group of addresses or an address, roadway segments or groups and bus stops In order to deter offenders from taking advantage of opportunities to conduct crimes, hot spots policing involves expanding visible patrols (collage of policing , 2022).



Studies have shown that the Hotspot model can be very helpful in decreasing theft. In Baltimore, for instance, utilising the Hotspot model to target high-theft regions led to a 14% decrease in overall thefts over a 14-month period, according to research by Braga et al. (2012).For law enforcement organisations looking to reduce theft-related crimes, the Hotspot model is an invaluable tool overall. Agencies may significantly reduce crime rates and raise the safety and security of their communities by identifying high-crime areas and concentrating their resources there.

Criminologists and sociologists have examined the complicated topic of why people commit crimes. Criminal behaviour can be influenced by a wide range of factors, including personal, social, and environmental ones [Beaver2014]. Beaver [2014] also states that one of the primary individual variables that can contribute to criminal behaviour is a lack of impulse control. Certain people may be more prone to impulsivity and risk-taking, which can raise their likelihood of engaging in criminal behaviour. However, people with mental health problems or trauma may be more likely to conduct crimes.

However, Criminal behaviour may be influenced by social variables as well. For instance, a sense of helplessness and desperation brought on by poverty, injustice, and a lack of access to education and employment prospects can encourage people to turn to crime. Criminal behaviour can also be influenced by exposure to violence and criminal behaviour through family or peers(Moffitt,2006). Moffitt(2006) also mentions that the chance of criminal behaviour can also be increased by environmental circumstances, such as living in a high-crime area. According to research, residing in high-crime areas can increase a person's exposure to criminal behaviour and make it more challenging for them to access chances and resources that might help them avoid criminal behaviour.


Taking or holding back another person's property without their permission or consent is considered theft, a criminal act. It is a crime that can take several forms, including shoplifting, burglary, robbery, and embezzlement. The act of stealing can be driven by a variety of things, such as monetary gain, psychological problems, and societal challenges( (Cressey, 2017). 

One of the key reasons why people commit larceny is financial gain. For some individuals, theft may be perceived as a way to gain money or commodities that they cannot otherwise afford. People might steal to meet their fundamental necessities, such food and shelter, or to get the material goods they want. In rare instances, people may resort to thievery in order to fund an addiction or drug habit(Cressey, 2017). 

Theft may also be influenced by psychological issues. Some people may have a propensity to steal, which is often a symptom of deeper psychological problems or personality disorders. Kleptomaniacs, for instance, may have an uncontrolled drive to steal, even if they have no need for or desire for the objects they are stealing. Theft can also be influenced by social variables. According to research, those who experience poverty, inequality, and a lack of opportunities may be more inclined to participate in criminal behaviour, including theft. Also, those who have gone through trauma, abuse, or neglect may be more likely to turn to criminal behaviour as a coping mechanism (O’Brien 1983). 
Overall, Theft is a complex crime that can be motivated by many different things. For successful strategies to prevent and limit this form of criminal behaviour, it is essential to understand the underlying causes of theft.

The core principle of classical criminology is that people choose to engage in criminal behaviour based on rational calculations of the rewards and drawbacks of doing so. According to this theory, people will participate in criminal behaviour if the potential rewards outweigh the potential drawbacks (Cullen, 2021). 

However, Beccaria (1764) states that a large portion of our understanding of criminal behaviour and the criminal justice system has been affected by the classical criminology viewpoint. It indicates that the main cause of criminal behaviour is in the individual's decision-making processes and rational calculations. In order to stop criminal behaviour, this viewpoint also emphasises the value of punishment and deterrence. Although classical criminology highlights the significance of rational decision-making in criminal behaviour, it does not take into account other elements that could affect people's decision to commit a crime. For example, it does not take into account the significance of social, economic, and cultural elements that may contribute to criminal behaviour (Beccairia, 2008).
In general, classical criminology offers a crucial viewpoint on the elements that could influence criminal behaviour. It underlines the need for efficient deterrents and punishment in preventing crime by highlighting the significance of rational decision-making in criminal behaviour. Recognizing the limitations of this viewpoint and taking into account additional elements that might influence criminal behaviour are crucial (Cullen, 2021).

In conclusion the  t heoretical understanding of the causes of criminal behaviour and the functions of punishment and deterrence in crime prevention are provided by classical criminology. This viewpoint has impacted the development of evidence-based policing, which places an emphasis on using data and research to inform law enforcement practices. Evidence-based policing aims to put into practice tactics that have been shown to be beneficial in avoiding crime by acknowledging the significance of rational decision-making in criminal behaviour. The development of evidence-based policing, which aims to prevent crime via the use of effective and efficient techniques informed by research and statistics, has been influenced by classical criminology's emphasis on rational decision-making and deterrence.
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