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Review Question and Objectives
Integrated care is essential to the care and support of those with complex mental health needs. This is a secondary research proposal that involves a scoping review of the integration of mental health and social care services in UK practice. The main review question is "How well is mental health care integrated with social care in practice in the UK, and what are the barriers and enablers to multidisciplinary working? The objectives are: 
1. Identify existing models of integrated mental health and social care in the UK. 
2. Analyse the impact of integration on outcomes of services and professional practice. 
3. Review structural, financial and cultural challenges and drivers to working collaboratively. 
Rationale and Relevance
Historically, services for mental health and social care work have been delivered in organisational silos in the UK. This breakdown usually results in broken care transitions and fragmentation of care services and treatment plans. The NHS and local authority social care services are emphasised as partners in integrated working, as is expected by new policies such as the NHS Long Term Plan and Integrated Care Systems (ICS). A review of the existing literature is needed to determine if the strategic policy targets are realised effectively in practice. This topic has a clear link to the health and social care sector because it helps to improve collaborative working, thus supporting effective interprofessional communication, planning for resources, and providing comprehensive care provision (Reilly et al,2024). 
Methodology: Data Collection and Analysis
Following the Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) scoping review methodology, secondary literature will be mapped. 
The following keywords will be used to search electronic databases, including CINAHL, PubMed, ASSIA and PsycINFO: mental health, social care, integrated care and UK. The limits of the search will be peer-reviewed primary and secondary sources from the last 5 to 10 years in English, specifically relating to health and social care in the UK.
Data Analysis: The articles will be screened according to the inclusion criteria set. To identify the main themes, service gaps and interagency solutions that worked, thematic synthesis will be employed to extract and analyse the data (Walton et al,2022). 
Ethical Considerations
This work is secondary literature that has already been published, therefore it is not necessary to directly request ethical approval for human participants. However, there will be a strong emphasis on academic integrity in that findings will be reported accurately and plagiarism will be avoided by using UWTSD Harvard referencing. In addition, only studies that have been peer-reviewed and ethical will be considered.
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