
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 
- Margaret Mead

· Allemano (2017) suggests that becoming actively involved in public life is crucial in order to be happy. That we are only truly happy when making personal connections and that the best way to do this is by becoming involved in a cause we feel passionate about. He goes on to say that by liking causes on facebook or donating some change to a crowdfunding solution that this should be the start and that doing something that requires so little of our time and effort fails to really involve us and share a piece of our talents and passion towards a problem. We also share a tendency when confronted with an opportunity to engage to ask the same selfish questions like “what’s in it for me ? Can I put it in my CV?”. To start changing society for the better we need to put the needs of all inhabitants of the planet before our own, and when a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens do this, there is no limit to the changes that they can implement. 

Greenpeace

· Founded in 1971
· Over 3 million members with offices in 40 different countries

Their Vision

· Change perceptions of the Earth
Greenpeace wish to change the overall view shared by governments and industries in the past that are a commodity to be exploited
· Minimise human induced climate change
To promote the use of clean energy solutions in order to minimise climate change and preserve the quality of the planets air
· Protecting the Earth’s forests
To prevent industry from destroying our planets forests that are essential for clean breathable air, and to protect them as habitats of life 
· Preserving the Earth’s oceans
To stop pollution of the Earth’s marine ecosystems and the over fishing of the species within
· Maintain a peaceful world
Providing the means to live peacefully on a finite planet

(www.greenpeace.org.uk, 2017)

The First Voyage

Greenpeace’s first campaign proved their commitment to action and even endangering themselves, a familiar element in Greenpeace campaigns. The 


then named “don’t make a wave committee” sailed an old fishing boat they 
named Greenpeace into a nuclear testing area off the Alaskan coast to demonstrate their opposition of the use of nuclear weapons. Despite being intercepted by US military the media response was huge and later that year nuclear weapon testing was banned. Proving to show that their enforcing positive change with action can yield huge results (Zelko, 2017).

What have they achieved since then?

Greenpeace continue now to stand true to what they believe in, they have played a huge part in 
· the adoption of a ban on toxic waste exports to less developed countries
· a moratorium on commercial whaling
· a United Nations convention providing for better management of world fisheries
· a Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary
· a 50-year moratorium on mineral exploitation in Antarctica
· bans on the dumping at sea of radioactive and industrial waste and disused oil installations and
· an end to large-scale driftnet fishing on the high-seas.
(https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/about/impact/successes/, 2017) 
When visiting Greenpeace’s website, a history of their achievement’s can be found dating back to the 1970’s. It is undisputable that they have fought for what they believe is right and they are giving our fragile Earth and its ever growingly more fragile species, a voice. However this voice and it’s true intentions are questioned, and not only by those with conflicting ideas. 
Criticisms
· Founder Patrick Moore attributes Greenpeace with using sensationalism, misinformation and fear to continue well meaning donators to keep the hundreds of millions of dollars flowing into the organization and has criticized the neglect of science and logic.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Defacing of sacred and historic site in Peru, causing irreparable damage and a huge upset internationally in opposition to Greenpeace’s ignorance toward Peruvian culture and law.




Conclusion

In the case of Greenpeace, they did indeed start as a small group of thoughtful and committed citizens, but as they have expanded in size, have they become more irresponsible? Are former founder Patrick Moore’s claims of using fear, sensationalism and misinformation true? It is felt by many including Jordan, (2001) that there is an expanding divide between the activists on the ground and the bureaucrats in the offices, and that the publicity stunts may be wearing off and Greenpeace have to adopt a more friendly approach with industry, using its influence to show the benefit of change. Greenpeace are undoubtedly guilty of being inconsiderate of certain cultures and being ignorant to what scientific evidence suggests in favour of what they feel is morally right, sometimes detrimental to their goals but their contribution towards sustainable development cannot be argued. An example of this is their continuous pressure on IKEA, a Swedish furniture giant. Firstly pledging to source it’s wood sustainably, then to stop the use of palm oil in it’s products. They are now committing to use renewable energies and are actively investing in solar and wind farms worldwide. Founders of the Forest Stewardship Council, they provide incentive for business to source its wood sustainably. The council ensure “compliance with local laws, respect for indigenous and traditional peoples rights, the health, safety and rights of forest workers, and the provision of a wide range of social benefits” (http://www.fsc-uk.org/en-uk, 2017) This allows companies such as IKEA and Marks & Spencer’s to enjoy using this very familiar badge on their product. This has had knock on effects on not only industry but political legislation as well. Ikea have recently commented that of the £524 million investment pot for renewables, the UK will be seeing none of it, stating that they have not made it easy to invest in renewables, especially in comparison to places like Sweden and Norway who actively promote green decisions. It should therefore be concluded that Margaret Mead is accurate in saying that we should “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” As this is happening all around us. 
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