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[bookmark: _Toc129057053]Introduction
The United Kingdom government has proposed a new Bill of Rights Bill to replace the Human Rights Act 1998 (Sunstein and Reisch, 2019). The aim of this legislation is to provide a stronger and more effective framework for human rights protection in the UK that aligns with British values and reduces the influence of the European Court of Human Rights and Strasbourg on UK law. However, there are concerns that the introduction of the Bill of Rights Bill may damage the rule of law and limit the ability of individuals to protect their human rights. This essay will critically analyze the proposed legislation, considering its aims and objectives, the changes it will make, as well as its potential advantages and disadvantages. It will also examine other reform suggestions and conclude with a summary of the key findings. This essay will draw upon the Human Rights Act 1998, Bill of Rights, European Convention on Human Rights 1950, European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018, and European Communities Act 1872 to provide a comprehensive analysis of the issue.
[bookmark: _Toc129057054]What is the Human Rights Act 1998?
[bookmark: _Toc129057055]The Human Rights Act 1998, introduced in the United Kingdom, is a crucial legislation that defines the fundamental rights and duties of individuals in the country (Osler and Starkey, 2017). It is imperative because it mandates public officials to uphold and safeguard these rights, ensuring that everyone is treated fairly and justly. A significant aspect of the Human Rights Act is that it provides a mechanism for people to seek redressal if they feel that their rights have been violated (Donnelly and Whelan, 2020). This is particularly important as it gives a voice to those who may otherwise be unable to speak up against injustices. While some have criticized the Act, claiming that it empowers judges excessively and protects criminals and terrorists, others argue that it is a crucial safeguard against violations of human rights (De Minico, 2019). The Act is especially essential for protecting the rights of vulnerable and marginalized individuals. In contrast, the proposed Bill of Rights Bill seeks to repeal and replace the Human Rights Act.
What is the Bill of Rights Bill?
[bookmark: _Toc129057056]The Bill of Rights Bill, introduced by the UK government, aims to replace the Human Rights Act 1998 and establish a UK-focused framework for protecting fundamental rights and freedoms that are more in line with British values (Clair, 2015). The main objectives of the bill are to grant UK courts greater authority in interpreting human rights law, reduce the influence of the European Court of Human Rights and Strasbourg, and safeguard individual rights and freedoms while balancing national security concerns (Magliocca, 2016). However, there are concerns that the bill may have unintended consequences and weaken the rule of law, potentially curtailing individual rights and freedoms. The proposed legislation has generated debate and controversy, and its ultimate impact remains to be seen.
What are the main aims and objectives of the Bill of Rights Bill?
[bookmark: _Toc129057057]The Bill of Rights Bill, proposed in the UK, aims to safeguard fundamental rights and freedoms such as the right to life, freedom of speech, a fair trial, and privacy and family life (Newman, 2017). It seeks to empower UK courts to interpret human rights law in the country while reducing the influence of the European Court of Human Rights and Strasbourg on UK law. The bill is a response to longstanding criticisms of the Human Rights Act and is intended to provide a stronger and more effective framework for human rights protection in the UK (Yilma, 2022). Despite its proposed benefits, the bill has generated controversy, with concerns that it could undermine the rule of law and limit individual rights and freedoms (Fogg, 2018). Nevertheless, the UK Home Office views Brexit as an opportunity to enhance fundamental rights enforcement in the country through this legislation.
Why has the Bill of Rights Bill been created?
[bookmark: _Toc129057058]The Bill of Rights Bill aims to create a British bill of rights that reflects the values and beliefs of the UK while maintaining the spirit of the Human Rights Act 1998. The act has been the subject of controversy due to criticism that it grants excessive power to the legal system and protects criminals and terrorists (Herndon and Whiteside, 2021). Furthermore, there has been concern that the European Human Rights Court and Strasbourg have had an undue influence on UK law. The Bill of Rights Bill seeks to address these issues by proposing a bill of rights that protects fundamental rights and freedoms and gives UK courts the authority to interpret human rights law (Cogan, 2015). Despite the bill's potential benefits, it has sparked considerable debate, with some arguing that it may undermine the rule of law and limit individual freedoms.
What changes will the Bill of Rights Bill make?
The Bill of Rights Bill would give UK courts the final say on human rights cases in the country, without having to follow decisions made by the European Court of Human Rights or Strasbourg (Affonso Souza, Steibel and Lemos, 2017). The bill would also limit the use of human rights claims in cases related to national security or public safety and strengthen parliament's role in human rights law (Monk, 2018). The aim is to enhance the protection of human rights in the UK, but there is a lot of debate around it. Some worry that it could have negative consequences, such as reducing individual rights and freedoms or undermining the rule of law.
[bookmark: _Toc129057059]What will stay the same?
Individuals will still have the right to file claims against public authorities that violate their human rights, and UK courts will continue to be obliged to interpret UK laws in line with the ECHR. However, the precise details of how the Bill of Rights Bill will interact with the ECHR and other human rights legislation and conventions are not yet clear, and will likely be subject to significant debate and scrutiny as the legislation is developed.
[bookmark: _Toc129057060]What are the advantages and disadvantages of these changes?
Advantages: The bill aims to create a human rights framework that is more in line with UK law and values. Limiting the use of human rights claims in cases related to national security or public safety could help balance individual rights and national security concerns. Strengthening the role of parliament in human rights law could lead to a more democratic and transparent process for human rights protection.
Disadvantages: Allowing UK courts to disregard rulings of the European Court of Human Rights could weaken the rule of law, creating legal uncertainty and undermining human rights protection. Limiting the use of human rights claims in certain cases could curtail individual rights and freedoms, and potentially empower the government to restrict these rights further. The changes could have unintended consequences, such as creating conflicts between UK law and international human rights law or damaging the UK's reputation as a defender of human rights.
[bookmark: _Toc129057061]Other reform suggestions
There have been various suggestions for other reforms to the UK's human rights framework, in addition to the proposed Bill of Rights Bill. Some of these include:
Incorporation of the ECHR into UK law: Currently, the ECHR is not incorporated into UK law, meaning that it can be overruled by UK law. Some have suggested that the ECHR should be fully incorporated into UK law, making it more difficult for the government to violate human rights (Peers, 2015). Judicial reform: Some have suggested that reforms to the judiciary, such as the creation of a constitutional court or a bill of rights court, could help to clarify and strengthen human rights protections in the UK. In the UK, there has been a call for increased education and awareness around human rights, in order to ensure the welfare of individuals, recognize their human privileges, and promote the protecting, safeguarding, and valuing of human rights (Nagy, 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc129057062]Conclusion
In summary, the proposed Bill of Rights Bill has generated significant controversy in the UK due to concerns about its potential impact on the country's human rights framework. The proposed British bill of rights aims to replace the current Act with a more UK-specific bill that better reflects the country's core values and beliefs. While the details of the bill are still being developed, its main objectives are to reduce the influence of the European Court of Human Rights on UK law, particularly when it comes to the freedom of the press, and to give more power to UK courts in interpreting and enforcing human rights law. 
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