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The Impact of Endometriosis on Women in the UK: A Scoping Review  
Topic of Focus  
This research proposal focuses on the impact of endometriosis on women in the United Kingdom. Endometriosis is a long-term condition that can affect women's physical health, emotional wellbeing and daily lives. Many women experience symptoms such as chronic pain, fatigue and fertility problems, which may affect relationships, education and employment (Nnoaham et al., 2011). As a result, understanding the wider impact of endometriosis is important for health and social care professionals who support women living with the condition (Culley et al., 2013). 
Research Question  
What are the physical, psychological, and social impacts of endometriosis on women in the UK?
 Objectives 
· To identify the physical impacts of endometriosis on women in the UK.
· To explore the psychological effects associated with endometriosis.
· To examine the social impact of living with endometriosis.
· To identify implications for health and social care practice. 
Rationale 
Endometriosis is increasingly recognised as a significant women’s health issue. Research suggests that women with endometriosis often experience chronic pain, reduced quality of life and difficulties in education, employment, and personal relationships (Nnoaham et al., 2011). In addition, delays in diagnosis can result in prolonged suffering and emotional distress (Culley et al., 2013). Studies have also highlighted the psychological impact of the condition, including anxiety, depression, and social isolation (Moradi et al., 2014).
Methods  
A scoping review methodology will be used to examine the available literature on this topic. The review will follow the framework developed by Arksey and O’Malley (2005) and the updated guidance provided by Peters et al. (2020). Literature will be identified through electronic databases including CINAHL, MEDLINE, PubMed, and Scopus. Search terms will include “endometriosis,” “quality of life,” “mental health,” “social impact” and “United Kingdom.” Inclusion criteria will consist of peer-reviewed studies published in English that investigate the physical, psychological, or social impacts of endometriosis. Relevant data will be extracted, organised, and analysed using thematic analysis to identify key themes and gaps within the literature. 
Ethical Considerations 
As this research is a scoping review based on existing literature, ethical approval is not required because no participants will be involved. However, ethical standards will be maintained throughout the study. All sources will be acknowledged and referenced accurately using the UWTSD Harvard Referencing style to avoid plagiarism and ensure academic integrity. Findings will be reported objectively, and only peer-reviewed literature will be included to enhance the credibility and reliability of the review. 
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