[bookmark: _GoBack]BA Sociology Assessment 1- ECSO4001-2200228
This submission will describe the key features of structural functionalism a significant sociological theory which offers a detailed perspective of how society can function relating to this theory and how it relates to the world around us, drawing upon issues that arise within the educational system (Durkheim,1893). Within society there are various ways in which society is structured. According to functionalist Durkheim (1858) ‘social structure and social order were important because they constrained individual selfishness’ (revise sociology, 2016 para 10). An introductory of functionalism is that 
‘Society needs a certain level of social cohesion and solidarity in order to function, and structural functionalists can be regarded as attempting to identify, and perhaps promote, the sources and forms of social cohesion’ (Wiley online library 2014 p.1).
 This definition allows us to gain knowledge and insight on what structural functionalism aims to meet. ‘Structural functionalism is sorely based upon functionalist Parson's view on regarding society as a generalizable theory of society as a whole’ (Dillon 2010) Therefore, from this functionalist share a viewpoint of contemporary society, ‘analyses of our social world are often limited by our ability to arrive at a balanced and considered interpretation of what is happening around us and how it came to be ‘(Outdoor adventure and social theory 2013 p,13). 
Functionalism provides an outlook on various theories; within this essay it will be focused on functionalism and the educational system whilst focusing on the main key issues that are hidden within. A Functionalists viewpoint is that they view ‘society as a system of integrated parts that work with each other for society to be able to function, known as the organic analogy theory’ (Springer Link 1996,). Within society there are many reasons as to why inequality exists regarding the educational system as functionalists assume that the parts of society generate an idea of society whereby social stratification becomes a part of the system’.  (Haralambos and Holborn 2013). Functionalist Parsons cited in (Haralambos and Holborn 2013 p.22) states that ‘stability and co-operation in society is based on value consensus’ This statement shows that within society those who accomplish successfully regarding society's expectations they will be categorised highly therefore they will receive rewards such as praise (Haralambos and Holborn 2013). In support of these findings functionalists Davis and Moore cited in (Harlambos and Holborn 2013) believed strongly that social stratification is vital regarding effective role allocation to allow society to operate successfully in terms of talent’. Education helps to shape beliefs and moral values and by 2010 more than ‘84.4% of 16–18-year-olds in England were participating in some form of education’ (DfE, 2011 cited in Harlambos and Holborn 2012 p,663). These statistics provide insight towards the inequality children face based upon status. According to functionalist Durkheim 
‘Society can survive only if there exists among its members sufficient degree of homogeneity; education perpetuates and reinforces this homogeneity by fixing in the child from the beginning the essential similarities which collective life demands (Durkheim 1961 cited in (Haralambos and Holborn 2013 p.663)’.
[bookmark: _Int_TSkIYRuC]This quote provided by Durkheim allows readers to understand that there is a certain level of understanding that must be met for society to function sufficiently with all of its demands being met. To support this Weber cited in (Dillon 2010) claims that within employees from professional backgrounds and managers have access to opportunities that are rewarding within the economy’. This shows us that if those in society cannot reach a high pay job in society they will be left with lower opportunities. In support of this Parsons cited in (Harlambos and Holborn 2013) outlined that ‘within the family, the child's status is asbsirbed by birth, when reached adult life status is achieved by talent and successes. To develop these findings further Parsons cited in (Harlambos and Holborn 2013, p.664) found ‘schools operate a meritocratic system based upon merit whereby students are based upon achievement rather than ascription’. ‘Social stratification is the term sociologists use to describe the relatively enduring social divisions of inequality which appear in most societies’ (Paul Taylor 1995 p.25) From this we can see that children are put at an immediate disadvantage as they are only based upon achievement to decide their permanent role in society. To support these findings regarding social class differences Jesson and Gray cited in (Paul Taylor 1995, p 294) found that the ‘children whose parents had professional jobs averaged 5.7 GCESs with grades A-C, those from clerical backgrounds averaged 2.9% and those from manual backgrounds averaged 1.2%’ (Denscombe 1993, p.14). These statistics show us clear evidence that social class plays a vital part in children's achievement throughout education. According's to functionalists they are aware interruptions in society occur but only see them as temporary and necessary’ (Paul Taylor 1995). Functionalists continue to outline that these conflicts remain to happen due to economic groups having ‘haves and have nots’ this can be described as the bourgeoise and the proletariat which are prevented from equal opportunity causing jealousy and upset (Paul Taylor 1995).
There are many explanations to class differences one of the main factors being cultural factors. Some authors suggest that this occurs due to the ‘cultural deprivation theory’ Douglas cited in (Paul Taylor 1995 p.295) claims that ‘those who remain in lower class systems are deprived and denied opportunities to gain morals and essential skills to receive educational success’ (Paul Taylor). To add to these findings Douglas also states that ‘those who remain at the bottom of the classes stay fatalistic as they accept defeat rather than willingness to improve their position'. 'To support findings of those in the lower class receive disadvantage is a report from (The Gurdian 2022 n.p.) ‘Hampshire County Council planning to scrap a transport scheme that take thousands of disabled children to school to save £1m. Home pick-ups would be replaced with drop-off points.’ This example provides us with evidence that those in the higher class exploit the proletariat for their own benefits. However, through all these negative aspects functionalist Durkheim still believes that education remains a vital role as he states that the main aim of education is to allow children to glide through the educational system to be able to understand the main aims of society to blend in and understand their position’. (Anthony Giddens and Anthony.W Sutton 2017). Furthermore, Bowles and Gintis cited in (Anthony Giddens and Anthony.W Sutton 2017) argued that capitalism creates a divide between classes causing social class inequality’. This shows that within the educational system there is a hidden curriculum that serves the hierarchy. To analyse these findings the hidden curriculum exists to force pupils to accept discipline and hierarchy as John Taylor Gatto (2002) cited in (Anthony Giddens and Anthony. W Sutton 2017) indicated that ‘students are unintentionally taught to be emotionally dependent on authority figures they trust such as teachers, for example how to think, feel and even behave’. This quote can portray the aspects of the toxic hidden curriculum that controls children using exams and assessments to value their worth ultimately making contemporary society unequal in many parts.
However, functionalists ultimately believe that education allows individuals to have the opportunity to make affirmative contributions within the community ‘’ (Harlambos and Holborn 2013). This statement shows us that the main concerns of the hierarchy remain that the lower class remain in education to serve their needs in manual labour. In addition to this, we can see that there is evidence towards this argument as the 1994 education act enforced the tripartite system specifically put into place to identify pupils with differing ‘aptitudes and abilities’ to allocate to different roles within school (Paul Taylor 1995 p,275). This enables us to understand that children are not given equal opportunities as they are compared to others based upon talent and abilities. Although this is seen as being a fair way as it is said by Bowles and Gintis cited in (Paul Taylor 1995) education is the main aspect of inequality which continues to cause lower classes to remain in poverty ‘. This conveys the true aspect of society, showing light to the hierchies abuse of their power. Bowles and Gintis cited in (Paul Taylor 1995, p.289) states that they can see that ‘teachers are the agents of the capital and pupils are the victims as teachers are radicals who chose teaching to express their ideas’. This shows that teachers can manipulate children's mindsets which inevitably creates false class consciousness.  In support of this statement, a famous study conducted by Rosenthal and Jacobson (1968) cited in (Paul Taylor 1995, p299) who examined the effects of teachers and found that 
‘ the spurters are more likely to make rapid progress, unknown to the teachers, these children had been selected at random, yet a year later they did make greater progress than their classmates. Teachers expected more from them, and they acted in terms of it. The result was a self-fulfilling prophecy’’. Rosenthal and Jacobson cited in (Paul Taylor 1995 p,299)’.
This study provides insight towards how the school system techniques work to allow children to achieve better within school along with using the self-fulfilling prophecy as a target to ensure children use their full potential to achieve in education to fulfil their role as a citizen within society. the term ‘self-fulfilling prophecy’ was coined in 1948 by functionalist Merton to describe a false accusation causing an incorrect assumption to become true’ (Oxford Academic 2011). This prophecy is put into place to ensure that the children teachers view as being ‘talented’ to fulfil their role to serve their purpose of attaining a higher position within society, for example a doctor as this is seen as being one of the highest-ranking positions within society. In agreement of this theory, theorist Hargreaves (1967) cited in (Paul Taylor 1995) looked at the effects of grouping within secondary school for example, which sets students should be placed in based upon ability and found that ‘those placed in lower groups were to develop an anti-school subculture whereby they break school rules in frustration’. This enables us to see that those children seen with ‘less abilities’ than others due to different wub-cultures are left to support themselves as the educational system fails to. in support of this evaluation, Willis cited in (Halarmbos and Holborn 2017) states education is the main source of capitalism which produces unethical labour encouraging individuals to follow the hierarchies' values consensuses. This portrays the ways in which children are marginalised due to their position in society, to finalise these findings Marxist Henry Giroux (1984) cited in (Harlambos and Holborn 2017) developed an opinion that ‘schools can be viewed as being sites of ideological neglect which causes clashes between various cultures'. This emphasises that different cultures, ethnicities and identities struggle to adapt together due to the capitalistic viewpoints of class inequalities. To support this, sexism also remains a key issue within the education system as (Deem 1980 and (Stanworth 1983) cited in (Harlambos and Holborn 2017) conducted a study of classroom experiences of a mixed group of children and discovered that ‘comprehensives were created to develop equal chances for children but found girls received less s from support from professionals than boys did’. This allows us to see that teachers, are failing to do enough to ensure students feel supported and equal within the classroom as the neglect is causing a persistent divide within the educational system between different sub-cultures.
In conclusion, from all the evidence that has been collected we are able to see that within contemporary society, the structural functionalist view is able to provide us with various information as to why inequality is prevalent within the educational system and how it effects the humongous harmony in society. Through all the information as to why society is receiving social injustice the functionalist theory can provide solutions of a problem that is otherwise incapable of theoretical justification (Anthrosource 2008 n.p.). The functionalist viewpoint has enabled the theory to exploit its findings to draw upon a solution that inequality is prevalent in the educational system and must be sought to be controlled.

























Reference list 
· Dew, K. (2014). Structural Functionalism. In The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Health, Illness, Behaviour, and Society (eds W.C. Cockerham, R. Dingwall and S. Quah). https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118410868.wbehibs305 Accessed (17/11/22)
· Revise sociology (2016) The functionalist perspective. Available at: The Functionalist Perspective – Class Notes for A Level Sociology – ReviseSociology Accessed (17/11/22)
· Pike, E.C.J., & Beames, S. (Eds.). (2013). Outdoor Adventure and Social Theory (1st ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203114773 Accessed (17/11/22)
· Heaton, T., Lawson, T. (1996). Functionalist explanations of the role of education and training. In: Education and Training. Skills-Based Sociology. Palgrave, London. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-13883-8_7 Accessed (22/11/22)
· Harlambos, M. And Holborn M (2013), Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013), Parsons cited in Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013), Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013) Davis and Moore cited in Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013) Dfe 2011 cited in Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Dillion,M (2010) Introduction to sociological theory. Chichester: John Wiley & sons
· Dillion,M (2010) Weber cited in introduction to sociological theory. Chichester: John Wiley & sons
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013) Parsons cited in Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013) Parsons  cited in Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Paul, T, John,R, Alan.Y, Ian.M, Keith.T. Andrew P (1995) Jesson and Gray cited in Sociology: in focus; Causeway press ltd
· The Guardian ( 2022) UK councils slashing services to meet £3.2bn budget shortfall. Available at;UK councils slashing services to meet £3.2bn budget shortfall | Local government | The Guardian Accessed (23/11/22)
· Anthony and Phillip W, S (2017) Sociology (8th edition) Cambridge; Polity press 
· Anthony and Phillip W, S (2017) Bowles and Gintis cited in  Sociology (8th edition) Cambridge; Polity press
· Anthony and Phillip W, S (2017) John Taylor Gatto cited in Sociology (8th edition) Cambridge; Polity press
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013) Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Paul, T, John,R, Alan.Y, Ian.M, Keith.T. Andrew P (1995) in Sociology: in focus; Causeway press ltd
· Paul, T, John,R, Alan.Y, Ian.M, Keith.T. Andrew P (1995) in Sociology: in focus; Causeway press ltd
· Paul, T, John,R, Alan.Y, Ian.M, Keith.T. Andrew P (1995) Bowles and Gintis cited in Sociology: in focus; Causeway press ltd
· Paul, T, John,R, Alan.Y, Ian.M, Keith.T. Andrew P (1995) Bowles and Gintis cited in Sociology: in focus; Causeway press ltd
· Biggs, Michael, 'Self-Fulfilling Prophecies' in Peter Bearman, and Peter Hedström (eds)The Oxford Handbook of Analytical Sociology, Oxford Handbooks2011; online edn, OxfordAcademic2017), https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199215362.013.13, accessed 23 Nov. 2022.
· Paul, T, John,R, Alan.Y, Ian.M, Keith.T. Andrew P (1995) Rosenthal and Jacobson cited in Sociology: in focus; Causeway press ltd
· Paul, T, John,R, Alan.Y, Ian.M, Keith.T. Andrew P (1995) Hargreaves cited in Sociology: in focus; Causeway press ltd
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013) Paul Willis (1977) cited in Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013) Henry Giroux (1984) cited in Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Haralambos,M And Holborn M (2013) Deem (1980 & (Stanworth 1983) cited in Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (8th ed.).London: Collins
· Chilcott, J.H. (1998), Structural Functionalism as a Heuristic Device. Anthropology & Education Quarterly, 29: 103-111.Available at: https://doi.org/10.1525/aeq.1998.29.1.103 Accessed (23/11/22)
· Paul, T, John,R, Alan.Y, Ian.M, Keith.T. Andrew P (1995)  Sociology: in focus; Causeway press ltd
· Paul, T, John,R, Alan.Y, Ian.M, Keith.T. Andrew P (1995)  Sociology: in focus; Causeway press ltd
· 
· 

