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1. Proposed research title 

What impact does the importation of materials from overseas have on a construction project?

2. Abstract 

This piece of research will seek to further understand the impact importing materials from overseas has on a construction project and help us understand the opinions of those who are most affected by it.
3. Introduction and background 

Construction is a vital sector that relies heavily on the importation of materials from overseas. This research proposal aims to explore and examine the impact of importing materials from overseas on various aspects of the construction sector, including economic, environmental, and social implications. It will also be hugely beneficial to understand the impact it may have on construction professionals and their organisations.
4. Aims and objectives. 

The aim of this piece of research is to gain a greater understanding on the impact that the importation of materials from overseas has on the economy, environment, and social environment. We will seek to understand the positives and negatives within this sector and come to a valuable conclusion on the topic overall. 

5. Literature review 

The increase of material importation 

The importation of materials within the UK construction industry has become an essential component of meeting the demands of several projects and ensuring timely and cost-effective completion. The construction industry is a vital sector that drives economic growth and worldwide development. The industry relies heavily on the importation of materials to complete many developments due to the number of significant benefits of importing materials into the UK construction sector. One benefit is the access to the wider range of products and materials that may not be able to be sourced locally. With access to the international market like today, it allows for all construction professionals to select from a diverse selection of high-quality materials that meet their project specific requirements. Furthermore, imported materials often offer competitive pricing, allowing professionals associated with construction projects to create a valuation for the project and produce competitive tenders.
As a result of the significant benefits listed above the value of the imported materials into the UK has increased by over £5 billion since the 1980’s as seen on the graph below. 
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(GOV.UK, 2023)






The figures shown in the graph above also reflect on the rapid growth of the construction industry. The large number of construction projects across the UK would result in greater demand in materials also resulting in the increase in value spent on imported materials. The increase in value also reflects on the high rate of successful projects which are associated with the importation of materials. If construction projects in the UK were not benefitting from importation of materials, it would be very likely the value spent on them would significantly decrease. 



What effect did Brexit have?

Brexit was a campaign led by the UK government but voted by the public which resulted in the UK leaving Europe and becoming an independent country. Since leaving Europe, the UK has been affected in several different ways including general trading with European countries, employment, investment, and finally economic growth. 
Brexit has also led to disruptions in supply chains, affecting the availability of raw materials and equipment needed for construction projects. The construction industry has been notably distressed by rising expenses for materials and goods imported from the EU. This increase in project budgets caused delays and cancellations. (buildeo, 2023)
As stated above, Brexit has resulted in the increase of project budgets and caused many delays and cancellations within the industry. This can have a big effect on smaller construction related organisations as they do not always have the resources to deal with such changes. Brexit has been challenging for all business’s big and small. 


Methodology 

This piece of research will seek to explore the impact importation of materials from overseas has on a construction project in the uk. 
This piece of research aims to gather qualitative data from construction professionals who work within the uk construction industry and have had first-hand experience with imported materials. An interview will be held with a selected professional in order to gather a well-educated opinion to help assist with the research question. As part of the interview, there will be several questions asked. These questions will help gather a strong opinion on the topic and assist in answering the research question.
As part of this research, there will also be qualitative data collected online from the uk government website and other trusted sources. Using the accurate statistics from the government website will help compare the opinion of the construction professional and the accurate statistics provided by the government. It will be interesting how the both different types of data collected compare against one another. 
The data collected from the government website will provide in depth statistics on all aspects of data collected from the importation of materials within the uk. This will range from the value of total importation to the value of specific imported materials ie; concrete.


Bibliography
buildeo, 2023. THE IMPACT OF BREXIT ON THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN THE UK. [Online] 
Available at: https://buildeo.co.uk/2023/04/the-impact-of-brexit-on-the-construction-industry-in-the-uk/#:~:text=Brexit%20has%20also%20led%20to%20disruptions%20in%20supply,increase%20in%20project%20budgets%20caused%20delays%20and%20cancellations.
GOV.UK, 2023. monthly statistics of building materials and components. [Online] 
Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1134673/23-cs2-_Construction_Building_Materials_-_Commentary_January_2023.pdf



image1.png
S ® O | N MorganstoneBusiness M X | i (1)PDF Fileviewer| Micro X | Q what percentage of const: X | [B] Monthy Statistcs o uilc X | (@) 4-16-Nov-2023-Cefn-Her X | + - o

< C @) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1134673/23-cs2-_Construction_Building_Ma... ¥y m = S

g v V' Draw

H P Type here to search

<

Readaloud | Ask Copilot -+ @0z | R D Qe 2 Bt

Imports and Exports of Construction Materials

B o o Qlx

Chart 8: Quarterly Exports and Imports of Construction Materials, UK
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« Imports of construction materials decreased by £514 milion in Quarter 3 2022 9
compared to the previous quarter, a decrease of 8.2%. &
«Exports of construction materials increased bv £26 milion in Quarter 3 2022 compared M





