A reflective response to one of the field trip experiences from the perspective of your chosen discipline.

Carmarthenshire Museum, Abergwili
Visited on Friday 03 October 2025
All photos at the end taken by the author at Carmarthenshire Museum on 03 October 2025.
My visit to Carmarthenshire Museum was the most beneficial for me out of the three field trips we went on as part of this module Exploring the Humanities. The other two- Strata Florida and Saint Fagans were both interesting and a good experience, but the museum had the most varied history.
On arrival to the museum, we were immediately greeted with a sign on a brief history of the building and grounds. The cottage style garden seemed peaceful despite the size, location and rain! After what felt walking round to the back of the building (as the side of the building faces the main car park entrance), the main entrance to the building stood out in the rain, along with circular garden in front of it. It must be noted that both gardens had a view of the larger parkland style garden that wrapped around most of the building. The main façade displayed some lovely coats of arms that stood out vividly against the greys and beiges of the day, already highlighting the importance of the history of property. On a similar vein, there appeared to be varying architectural styles and eras used to build. 
Upon entering the building, we were met with the gift shop and reception desk. From a tourist perspective, I was in two minds about this. On one hand its nice to know where the gift shop is so you are not spending an age looking for it at the end before you leave an attraction. I also understand that they were only really using one door for visitors to both enter and exit through, so it does make sense in that regard. However, on the other hand, it can feel like they are already thinking about you leaving and has a sense of feeling rushed, even if it is not the intention. 
After travelling through the first area, you are met with a dresser full of porcelain. The slight grandeur and implied fragility of the displayed items gives you a first impression of wealth and status and therefore given historical context, importance. There are information posters dotted about near the main items which gives a reasonable insight into the property and the artefacts displayed. However, an opinion I had at the time which after discussion with others on my course who were there, found it to be lacking full context, and possibly aimed at children due its basic level of information. Especially as a history student, I want to know everything about everything, so having such basic information meant I did not feel like I got everything that I wanted out of the trip. One of the next things you see after the initial dresser is a massive depiction of the Battle of Waterloo. This puts emphasis on patriotism and colonialism which were rife at the time of the battle. This is further emphasized by how the mining community was displayed. As it is well known that Wales has a complex history with mining and the issues the communities faced, a few pieces of art and some small pages of information in a corridor, not somewhere that is designed for you to deliberately stop to look and think about a serious topic, feels somewhat disrespectful and almost like it was an afterthought. On the other hand, it could be argued it ensured that more people saw the collection as it was on the way to other rooms, but it could also be argued that not a lot of people would see it anyway as the corridor was slightly off to the back corner, in the style likely used by servants as it led to the kitchen, at least in today’s lay out of the building. 
After entering the main hall area, a gorgeous baby grand piano sits by cosy fireplace. Whether this is the original positioning of the piano or not is another thing, but it makes for a realistic scene where you can imagine the residents gathered round on a cold evening singing together whilst someone plays, and just generally enjoying each others company. This for me is a large part of heritage and tourism- being able to picture the daily lives of historical people, which really brings an attraction together. The grand staircase opposite the fire place was also a feature that excited me, and I was further entertained when I realised we could actually go up and down it, especially as they are closed off at too many tourist attractions for my liking. Being able to use it gave you a further sense of how the people lived.
Seeing the rooms behind the stairs were some of my favourite in the whole museum as they gave some insight into the every day lives of the people in Carmarthenshire. Again, there was the issue with a lack of more detailed information, but the artefacts were interesting enough to keep me entertained, especially as a lot of them had what would be a really rich and unique history.
The layout of the museum was a little confusing as it didn’t seem to be chronological, which I am somewhat used to. However, it was thematic so each room had its dedicated subject such as the post-war displays upstairs and the farming equipment downstairs.
The idea of having a room dedicated to Egyptian archaeology gave me mixed feelings. Whilst I understand Ernest Jones’ role and importance in this section of history and his relevance to Carmarthen, it did feel colonial to be displaying it in such a way.
The facilities were also enjoyable and cheap- a good lunch was had in the café!
Overall, I enjoyed the day, but I felt it was lacking some information and that some of the representations could do with improving.
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Cwpwrdd biwro 1780 - 1790

Derw, yn cynnwys ddesg a chypyrddau
Daw o Gilyrynys, Lianddarog

Ar fenthyg: Amgueddfa Werin Cymru
Bureau cabinet 1780 — 1790

Oak, containing a desk and cupboards
From Cilyrynys, Llanddarog
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