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Assignment 4: Reflective Writing.
I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
This semester has been a transformative journey as I juggled academic study, full-time work within HM Armed Forces, and personal commitments. Writing essays such as those on the Battle of Kursk 1943 allowed me to deepen my understanding of military history while developing essential academic skills. Reflecting on my experience, I have learned critical lessons, identified strengths and weaknesses in my performance, addressed various challenges, and gained insights that will shape my approach to future studies.

One of the most valuable lessons I learned this semester was mastering the art of referencing and citation. Having never used bibliographies or formal citations before, I initially found these academic conventions overwhelming. However, through consistent practice and feedback, I began to appreciate the importance of properly crediting sources. I now understand that accurate referencing not only demonstrates academic integrity but also strengthens my arguments. While I have made considerable progress, there is still room for improvement.

Additionally, I gained a deeper understanding of source analysis and the difference between primary and secondary sources. This was particularly relevant in my research on the Battle of Kursk, where primary sources such as eyewitness accounts and military reports provided direct insights, while secondary sources offered analysis and interpretation. Learning to distinguish between the two and critically evaluate their reliability has significantly enhanced my academic skills.

Another key area of growth was engaging with literature. Being able to choose my own sources for essays was a rewarding experience. It allowed me to explore topics I am passionate about, such as military strategy and historical analysis, while critically evaluating a range of perspectives. This freedom made the research process engaging and insightful, and I developed greater confidence in synthesising ideas and presenting them coherently. However, I am mindful that future assignments may require me to work with prescribed materials or topics that fall outside my comfort zone, which will test my adaptability and research skills further.

Reflecting on my strengths, I believe my prior experience with essay writing from previous leadership and management qualifications has provided me with a solid foundation in organising ideas and crafting clear arguments. However, my greatest challenge has been managing time effectively. Balancing work, personal life, and academic responsibilities has often felt overwhelming, especially given the demands of full-time military service. Deadlines occasionally seemed daunting, but I learned to address this by adopting a disciplined approach to time management. Allocating dedicated study periods, even in a busy schedule, has helped me stay on track.

Workplace support has been invaluable in helping me navigate these challenges. My superiors and colleagues have been accommodating, which has given me the flexibility to focus on my studies when needed. At the same time, tools such as task lists and calendars have been critical in helping me prioritise effectively. These strategies allowed me to manage multiple commitments without compromising the quality of my academic work.

Looking forward, I aim to further enhance my referencing skills and adapt to a broader range of academic topics. I also plan to refine my time-management strategies to ensure I can meet the increasing demands of future studies.

This semester has been both challenging and rewarding. It has taught me the value of perseverance, academic rigour, and effective time management. These lessons will not only guide me in my later studies but also support my growth in both personal and professional spheres.
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