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This supporting paper will discuss what risk factors make any family/child vulnerable. Evaluation of multidisciplinary groups collaborating, strategies, methods, and the action plan's decisions and ideas will be explored. Sefton.gov.uk (2021) identified that the reasons that make a child, young person and/or family vulnerable include: living in a chaotic or dysfunctional household, parental substance use, domestic violence, parental mental health issues and parental criminality. An average family typically do not have substantial financial issues, they care for one another, and the primary care giver protects them, including ensuring that all their basic needs are met. Therefore, social workers or other agencies are not required to intervene as there are no concerning factors that needs to be addressed.
The risk factors contributing to making family A show higher level of vulnerable are that they have a bad lifestyle, with the children, and family living in poverty because both parent's income is not adequate for the group of five people. Harmful conduct at home issues is also affecting the children`s mental and emotional well-being as they live in a dirty house and children are often absent from school. In addition, the parents have alcohol problems and  an oppressive relationship. Ward and Brown, (2014) state the evidence shows that factors associated with poor parenting include mental health problems, poor housing, poverty, and unemployment. According to Berg et al. (2017) problems in adolescent family relationships are associated with psychological distress in mid-adulthood. Poor family relationships may however also affect somatic health in adulthood. 
.  
The primary age boy`s constant disruptive behaviour was noticed by school who referred the boy to the anti-social behaviour team who later involved other agencies. The risk factors that were specific to the family within this case study were that their lifestyle was poor as they lived in an unhygienic and unkept environment and experienced financial difficulties. Poor parenting and frequent episodes of conflict within the family home effected their emotional and psychological wellbeing.
 Prior to the assessment multiple agencies were involved for long period with the family. In addition, the anti-social behaviour team involved more services and during assessments multiple issues were highlighted such as poor physical and mental health which was having a detrimental effect on the family. They were living in a dirty unhygienic house which could impact upon their health and cause illness.  Furthermore, loss of employment was causing extreme stress between both parents, fuelled by violence and alcohol abuse aswell. Additionally, the children had poor attendance at school, presented with anti -social behaviour and low self-esteem.
Multidisciplinary teams collaborated to support the family, firstly to solve the rent issues where connexions work with the family and monitored the payments. Additionally, the connexions team provided essential support to the adolescent girl as per the assessment conducted. The   core team contacted the job centre plus on behalf of the family for employment training. Moving forward, the mother was offered parenting and counselling classes. 
Frost, (2005) and Parliament, (1989) state that “The concept of partnership working is not a new phenomenon. It has been a key theme of British child welfare since the implementation of the Children Act 1989”.
Bonaccordcare.org (2021) suggest that policies and procedures are an essential part of any organisation. Together, policies and procedures provide a road map for day-to-day operations. They ensure compliance with laws and regulations, give guidance for decision-making, and streamline internal processes. There were numerous policies and procedures applicable to this case study. Safeguarding policy​ will be in relation to the home environment and the fact that that there is domestic violence and substance issues present. Children protection policy​ is to protect children needs and ensure these are being met as it was identified that there were problems with physical, mental, and emotional wellbeing within the family. The data protection policy​ protected the family when working with multiple agencies to ensure that information is kept confidential, and permissions are gained to share. NSPCC (2021) state that “be clear about confidentiality. Information should only be shared with people who need to know. Make sure your procedures are clear about what should be shared and who with. Remember you must share any concerns you have about a child, even if they ask you not to”. 
 According to managers.org.uk (2011), “an equal opportunities policy is a statement of organisational procedures and practices which provide genuine equality of opportunity for all employees, regardless of gender, age, ethnic origin, marriage, religion, sexual orientation or disability”.  The evidence shows that the equal opportunities policy made sure that the family had access to all the support services and provided the parents with equal job opportunities.
The correct support has been provided by a professional team to the family and an appeal against the mother`s employer was successful and as a result she was employed.
 The attendance policy​ relates to the children`s school attendance and steps were taken to improve this. An incident policy​ is related to any episodes of anti-social behaviour by the adults or children in school or at home.
Pupil Behaviour and discipline Policy​ considers incidents that occur in school and how professionals may best support the pupils according to the policy.
Domestic abuse and operation encompass Policy​ is in relation to the parents’ domestic violence incidents in the home.
Multidisciplinary teams worked collaboratively with some positive and negative effects on the family. Positive effects include the right support, communication between agencies and the family, developing trust with professionals and starting to build positive relationships within the family home. Moreover, the housing issue was solved, and the rent was reduced. Negative effects included where the family became overwhelmed when working with multiple agencies because there were so many expectations. There was a lack of communication within the family, which resulted in the family separating and the mother becoming a single parent.
Regarding the parenting and counselling classes if the mother had been offered one to one intervention at home there is a possibility that she may have engaged more.
 An alternative service instead of CAHMS could have been utilised as the family did not have a good relationship with CAHMS, therefore a different service may have allowed a positive relationship to form between the family and the service. Family counselling sessions may have been beneficial at home because it is more convenient instead of going somewhere new, therefore supporting the family to feel more comfortable.
There is a need for Alcohol services involvement, as this is essential for the family due to the parents’ alcohol misuse. This support will help to resolve other issues such as the domestic violence and home environment.
Bellis and Hughes (2008) state,” both environmental and alcohol-specific interventions can reduce violence by addressing the links between drinking and violence”. If the parents engage with these interventions, it will help the family to reconcile after a history of conflict.
Family counselling can also be beneficial for them if they take this advice into consideration.

  Risk and Protective Factors Child Abuse and Neglect Violence Prevention Injury Center|CDC, (2021) suggest that engagement of children in extracurricular activities and providing them with emotional support is beneficial for their mental wellbeing.

 
REFERENCE LIST

· Bellis, M. A. and Hughes, K. (2008) ‘Comprehensive Strategies to Prevent Alcohol-Related Violence’, p. 18.

· Berg, N. et al. (2017) ‘Pathways from problems in adolescent family relationships to midlife mental health via early adulthood disadvantages – a 26-year longitudinal study’, PLOS ONE, 12(5), p. e0178136. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0178136.
· Council, S. (2021) Why are children and young people vulnerable? Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council, Bootle Town Hall, Oriel Road, Bootle, L20 7AE, UK. Website http://www.sefton.gov.uk, Telephone 0345 140 0845. Available at: https://www.sefton.gov.uk/social-care/children-and-young-people/child-sexual-exploitation-cse/why-are-children-and-young-people-vulnerable/ (Accessed: 8 July 2021).
· Frost, N. (2005). Professionalism, Partnership and Joined-Up Thinking: A Research Review of Front-Line Working with Children and Families. Devon: Research in Practice. Available at: www.rip.org.uk/publications/documents/researchreviews/review8.pdf,(Accessesd 12 july2021)

· ‘Introducing an Equal Opportunities Policy’ (no date), p. 5.

· Parliament (1989). The Children Act 1989.London: HMSO


· Nathan Loynes (02:50:00 UTC) ‘Multi agency working’. Available at: https://www.slideshare.net/NathanLoynes/multi-agency-working (Accessed: 14 July 2021).

· Risk and Protective Factors|Child Abuse and Neglect|Violence Prevention|Injury Center|CDC (2021). Available at: https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/childabuseandneglect/riskprotectivefactors.html (Accessed: 14 July 2021).
· Ward, H. and Brown, R. (no date) ‘Assessing Parental Capacity to Change when Children are on the Edge of Care: an overview of current research evidence’, p. 193.
· Why Are Policies and Procedures So Important? | Bon Accord Care (2021) www.bonaccordcare.org. Available at: http://www.bonaccordcare.org/news/why-are-policies-and-procedures-so-important/ (Accessed: 16 July 2021).
· Writing safeguarding policies and procedures (no date) NSPCC Learning. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection/writing-a-safeguarding-policy-statement/ (Accessed: 15 July 2021).



























