CSSK4004 Study Skills 
WEEK 2: CONSIDER THE ESSAY 

Michel Eyquem de Montaigne (28 Feb 1533 –13 Sept 1592) was one of the most significant philosophers of the French Renaissance, known for popularizing the essay as a literary genre. His work is noted for its merging of casual anecdotes[4] and autobiography with serious intellectual insight; his massive volume Essais (translated literally as "Attempts" or "Trials") contains some of the most influential essays ever written. Montaigne had a direct influence on writers all over the world, including Francis Bacon, René Descartes,[5] Blaise Pascal, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Albert Hirschman, William Hazlitt,[6] Ralph Waldo Emerson, Friedrich Nietzsche, Stefan Zweig, Eric Hoffer,[7] Isaac Asimov, and possibly on the later works of William Shakespeare.
… Remarkably modern even to readers today, Montaigne's attempt to examine the world through the lens of the only thing he can depend on implicitly—his own judgment—makes him more accessible to modern readers than any other author of the Renaissance. Much of modern literary non-fiction has found inspiration in Montaigne and writers of all kinds continue to read him for his masterful balance of intellectual knowledge and personal storytelling.
[…]
The English essayist William Hazlitt expressed boundless admiration for Montaigne, exclaiming that "he was the first who had the courage to say as an author what he felt as a man. ... He was neither a pedant nor a bigot. ... In treating of men and manners, he spoke of them as he found them, not according to preconceived notions and abstract dogmas".[42] Beginning most overtly with the essays in the "familiar" style in his own Table-Talk, Hazlitt tried to follow Montaigne's example.[6]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ralph Waldo Emerson chose "Montaigne; or, the Skeptic" as a subject of one of his series of lectures entitled Representative Men, alongside other subjects such as Shakespeare and Plato. In "The Skeptic" Emerson writes of his experience reading Montaigne, "It seemed to me as if I had myself written the book, in some former life, so sincerely it spoke to my thought and experience." Friedrich Nietzsche judged of Montaigne: "That such a man wrote has truly augmented the joy of living on this Earth".[43] Saint-Beuve advises us that "to restore lucidity and proportion to our judgments, let us read every evening a page of Montaigne." [44]      ( Wikipedia)

PORTFOLIO TASK (30 minutes)
1. Read the extract of Montaigne’s essay ‘Of Conscience (1580) 

2. Write down your responses to the following questions: 
SPECIFIC 
i. What is the ‘thesis’ or main argument of the essay?
ii. What kind(s) of evidence is used to support the claim?
iii. What impact does each of the chosen quotations have? Where are the quotations from? (Look up names you don’t know) 
iv. What is general tone, style, rhythm of piece? Select and focus on a short passage to explore these factors in detail.
       GENERAL 
v. What are the characteristics of this kind of writing?
vi. Why do you think it is written in this way?
vii. Who is it written for? 

3. Choose to explore one of the following  writing down your thoughts

a. Consider the discussion of conscience: why does he think that ‘Wickedness contrives torments against itself’?
b. Consider the discussion of  Scipio: why does he judge his actions to be those of a man who is not corrupt?
c. Consider the discussion of torture: what does Montaigne think about the practice?
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